
To lis ExcELLmcY SiR PEREGRINE MAITLAND, Knight Commander of the

most Hontorabl' military'ovder of the Bath, LIEUTENANT GOVFRNOR of Ihe'

Province of UPPEa CANADA, and MÀJoR GENERAL commanding His
MAJESTY'S FORCES in North .merica, &c. &c. &c.

*Ar IT PLEASE VOUR EXCELIENCY.

Tm:ý Commissioners appointed others again, more modestly, at the
current prices before tté war. Theunder the authority of. an act .,of the commissioners, theréfore, considered itprovincial parliament of Upper Canada, a duty which .they owed the public,passed in the fourth year of bis Ma- to ,establish such. a gere1ral scale ofjesty's -reign, entitled, "An Act to pro- modeiate averages ras should prevent

vide for the appointment of cdmmis- a probability of complaint (from thosesioners to mnvetigate the clauns of who might h ave to bear the burthen)certain iiwhabitants of this province that the iiterests of the many, were
for losses sstained, by them, during sacrificed to the claims of a few.- The-"the laté war with the United States commissioners 'are fully aware thatof America, and for other purposes nian;y of the claimants will feel them-therein mentioned. selves ao'grieved at the great .deduc.

MosT RESPECTPUI Y REPORT, tions maee frOn their respective claims,
.in consequence of this feeling, but -the

TaAT they have endcavored, commissioners could not,'in the exercise
to the utmost. of their ability, to fulfil of their judgment, suppreçs it, when
the duties for which they were -consti-| they called to, mind that many thousand
tuitd into'a board, with a rigidimnpar-' inhabitants of this province must ne-
tiafity towards the parties concerned, cessarily bear a part in aniy general con-
but the objects -wbich those. duties tribution, which their award may occa.
embraced, presented such an. infinity sion, 'who had no stae iwhatever,àthere-
of difficulties- to surmòtint,- that they -in, at the time these losses were in-have. rèason, to fear, (however pure curred, having become settlers in the:
their intention, however anxiou9 their! country subsequent to the war. Thur
desire to do what is •ight) that their far, as to geiieral principles which the
juidgrment -my, perhaps, in many in- coMnissioners haie adopted, as weilstances, be called in question ,by those 4nà' to; the motiies that influenced' that
unacquainted rith the',maltiplicity and Tpiop With respect to particulàar
intricacy of therm. The great, the lèad-: elsss of caims, wichi they · ave felt
ing objegt, hich the commissionersi.it their duty to consider 'às altogether
had in view, was to- endeavor to, es- -inàdmissible,-he first -nmost :pro-
tablish such a gencral scale of values minent in amount as well as Of import-
(upon that desrption of property whic eas to pecdent, i that of the loss~mite4 ityas would; giye to the of goods- and vessels in transitù-in,

oderate claimant, the same Propor- this decisici they confidently trust
tional rernuriération, as to the îndivid- tht all, but the parties. concerned', wil'
ual who ba. estimatedhis loss by a uiformly coficur; for what -would' betoo partial valuation of it1 i his owi theconsequence of a reMuneration uþon
eyes; for, as :y be seen by a, refer- this head, incase of any future war?-ence to the claims some sufflrers have r it .'vould, actas a bonus for the most
estirmated their ls:by the áctûa cost hazardous risks-Speculators would be,of the prQperty destroyed; others, - by tempted fromu such a precedënt of remu-
wbat It would require to replace such xreratiou'for - the origiial cost f the
lie3s at. the 'highcst]war rices: and arfieje. to veâture even upon an almost
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