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It seems to he pretty generally conceded
The Meaning of the

. S. Bloctions, VY the more candid and independent oh-

servers in the United States that whatever
may he the correot interpretation of the rvesult of the recent
elections  in that

claimed as a decisive triumph either for the Republican party

country, it cannot he  successfully

or for the principle of protection.  An analysis of the retmms
showy that in a good many cases, at least. the victory of the
Republicans was due simply to the fact that thousands of the
Denmocraty did not go to the polls. In New Jersey, for in-
Stanee, was an nerease of  Jess than  three

while  there

thousand iy the Republican vote over that of [R920 there
was a falling off of nearly forty-two thousand in the Demo-
Cratic vote,  In this respect the great change was hrought
about by cituses very similar to those which gave the Deno-
Crats thepy imnings at the general clections two VOIS ago.
T thag case, disgusted Republicans, in the present, disgusted
l)‘.;.,“,(.,mg‘ staved at home.  Moreover, in niany  constitu-
Chcies the majorities were <o small v the late election that
”f" change of a fo votes, or the return to their allegianee
‘.)f A few of (e disaflected, would change the vesult in o
futupe contest,

| Probably the most encowraging feature of
the )

situation is, as The Outlook: maintains,  the evidenee
;_lt]"”"lf‘fl of a great increase of independence  not so much an
Merease in the number of non-partisans, as in the indepen-
‘1.“1!00 of party men, the men who insist that political prin-
”l’!“& pledges, and tntegrity wre of greater moment than
_l"ﬂltm;ﬂ suceess, and who decline to follow thenr party, when
W leady N a direction whither they cannot in honor, honesty,
and soyp ‘ ‘

This is, perhaps. even hetter
thay

Judgment follow,
} A Mmerease in the number of © Mugwumps ™ simply,
eause | .

ause 16 brings o pressure to bewr upon party leaders

whigl, . : s
ha comparatively small number of independents cannot
“x“l‘t, ‘

o Steadily, if slowly, the Civil-Service veform
VIl Sarysr. . " i . v
“'Vice Roform. ix making headway in the United States,

has o By execntive order President (,Jlu\"vlun(l
. eently hrought a considerable number of oftices in the
”;.u:ltl‘:.”‘l:”mul Po\s.'t '()th'ce J)(’pm'tmfn.ts lf“d(‘.r t]n: upe?'nt;ion
Witl, 0 “l\ ;L(]l.ll{lllstfjl'(}fl by the Civil Service Commission.
“n g \( additions it is prt‘ﬂ-m,'l)lu that these rules now gov-
ol Protect from the politicians not very much less than

Ployea . .. .
T Who constitute the Civil Service,

of the whole one hundred and ten thousand em-
Morine 1 : A\('tf(.n'(linf_'; tn.tll(*
"l’el‘ati(;/ .0.\4‘ when the reform system was first put into

N [ RR3
MUy, of .
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only about fourteen thousand of the whole
This

other moventents

employees were brought under its vules.
l‘efm'm,
Wlnch we
atthp,
oo
Mmethogy
“tlle]-

taken in connection with
have Jeen ¢lad to chroniele from time  to time,
ground for hoping that political prineiples and

On the
tis stated with apparent trathfulness that the

are on the wp-arade in the great republic,
hand ;
Mode §y, W
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hich the recent elections were carried on in many
» especially in the Nouth, surpasses in bold and gross
Moanything which has heretofore taken place in the
in ( al |liStm'\'
Il Al - o
_Teorgia the
anty
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To gquote a single “instance. Tn one distriet
total vote polled was, according to the At
15,851,
y according to the census, s only 45,000, and

though the population of the

ale citizens over twenty-one years of age,
But, even in regard to this, one hopetul circum-

Nt;nl .
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ed op Teported.  There is, it is said, a great and unwont-
B \ . .
Y in e South for electoval reform. Tt is scarcely

Unchap

art; o .

wel) ;lh]e to suppose that this is because white voters as
as blacl . s .

ve black have now heen defrauded of their franchise

. .711 80, only :

vefo good ¢an come from exposure and agitation
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Dr. Mc(osh.

TIHE death of Dr. MeCosh has removed a man who was

= not indeed a great scholar, or a great philosopher, or a
great literary man, yet one who did very useful work asa
theologian, as a thinker and writer, and as an administrator.
Dr. MeCosh belonged to the class of common sense British
philosophers who make no great pretensions to originality,
or even to profundity ; but whose merit it is to take their
stand on ferea firme, to he very chary of introducing outland-
ish pliraseology, and to steer a middle way between the dog-
matist who walks the = high poriors road ™ from end to end,
and  the mere empivicist who professes to devive all his
knowledee from the senses.

Two things may he noted of Dr. MeCosh’s philosophical

©work, namely, that he was a loval son of the Scottish school,

in which he was bhorn, without being its servile  adherent
and that there was an unusual measwee of consistency in his
philosophical contributions from heginning to end ; and this
holds trae alike of his theology and his philosophy which
The frst
which his reputation was established on o firm basis was his

* Method of the Divine Governmnent, Physical and Moral.»

were intimately related. considerable  work by

a hook which was first published when he was a minister at
Brechin, which was revised in its fourth edition while he was
a professor at Belfast, and  whiclh was subjected  to a final
revision in its eighth edition, which was published while he
was President of the College of New Jersey, at Princeton.
This was his last post, which he resigned a few years ago,
heing succeeded by Dr. Patton.

The characteristies of this very considerable work ave
comprehensiveness  and  judiclousness.
the feet o

Dr. Chalmers and uses it as o loyal disciple of the Sceottish

calnimess, suln'i()tv,\",

The anthor had learnt the inductive method at
school should, with a constant recognition of the principles
of common sense. I this latter respect, Dr. MeCosh was a
little less profuse than Dr. Reid had heen, and was content.
ed to set up husiness with less stock in trade of the nature
of primary intuitions.  The book was too large to suit modern
notions of essay writing and reading ; but the fact that it
has come to an eighth edition shows that it has had many
readers.  Certain statements were supposed to e open to
objection, and were criticised from various puints of view,
Instead of increasing the size of his book, he dealt with some
of those subjects in separate treatises, one on the “Tntuitions
of the Mind Inductively Tnvestigated,” another on “Typical
Forms and Special Ends in Creation,”

Later on (1870) he put forth o treatise on ¢ Formal
Logie,” under the title of ¢ Laws of I)iscu1'si\'(eq’l‘houghta,"
a very thoughtful contribution to the subject, which has not
perhaps obtained the attention to which it was entitled from
the fact of its not heing quite suited to be a text-book. In
1875 he published his < Seottish Philosophy-—Biographieal,
Expositary, Critical,” in which he gives an account of the
preparations for the work of the school in Shaftesbury and
others, and carrying the history along from Hutcheson, its
founder, to Hamilton, its latest and most learned vepresenta-
tive.  This is a most thorough piece of work. Tt is probable
that the intevest in the “Common Sense Philosophy ™ has
so far decreased that few will care to go so thoroughly into
the subject, but Professor Seth, who now occupies the chair
of Hamilton and Fraser, seems not inclined te, allow that the
Scottish philosophers contributed nothing to the modern

movement in philosophy. In 1880, Dr. MeCosh published a

very interesting treatise on the “ Emotions.” Among other

publications is an ¢ Examination of Mr. J. S. Mill’s Philo-

sophy,” and a treatise on * Christianity and Positivism.”
Among the most inter@stin‘g of Dr. MeCosh’s contribu-




