
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTHLY

vestigation begqu iii the fiscal N'ear 1 914 \Vas coIcid(e(l il 'iM11.,

aiidl the resilts recorded iii the report. 'l'le persons exiiiiiincd

beloil2ed to thic eloak, aîîd suit, and dress and waist inidustries

iii Žýew York City, whiehl eni)lo 'y a, total of 'S6,000 indi-

vidials. 'ihe iii(ideln(e of deteets and discases wvas niote([

iii the case of ;3,08(; workers., and there wvere reeordýed 13,457

dlefects and dîseases of ail klinds , of whielh 9,541. were iii

nmales and 13,916 iii femiales. The exainiationi showed no voua-

tional diseas es peculiar to the garniient worker. NSevertheless. it

wvas evidenit that the effeet of sedentary ocupationis, sueli as
woIiii' 5 arine]it indsrl xvas tointensify the bad effects uponl

liealth andi efficiency of certain defects anti tiseases or to produice

theni ,in I)retlisi)05C individuals. Tiibercnlosis is the inost pre-

valecnt tisease antiong garnlielît workers, 3.11 per cent. of the maies

exainied and 0.9 per' cent. of the feinales being, fouid to be

tuibercuilouis. Apart froni tuberculosis, the iînost coîninion defeots

and diseases among garînent workers, iin order of frequency for

both sexes were: L)efective vision, 649 per cent.; f aulty posture,

50 per cent. ; chronie nose and throat affections, 26.2 per cent.;

defective teeth, 2-6 per cent. ; pyorrhea, 26.2 per cent. ; dys-

mcenorrhea, 20.2 per cent. ; 1iylertrolhietl tonsils, 1,5. per cent.

defeetive heariing, 10 per enit. ; ncervoils affections, 7.75 per cent.

The investigation resulte(l in the niaking of reconnendationis te

the joint board of sanitary control for the iînprovement of con-

ditions îuuidr the board's juirisdietion. Stress xvas laid upeon educa-

tion as a inleans of improving the kniow1ltlge of personal hYgienle of

the worker, the lack of xvhichi piays anl inîiportaiit part in the

cailsation of the defeets and diseases noted in the exaininations.

Wi tii resp)ect to ec()oul]iiec onditionis an<l thei r re io t lic

piiblie bealth, Sirgeon Warreni snittifed al report iii \vhichl lie

sllowe( l ow intimatclv the probleni of discase prevenltionl is l'e-

lateti to iîîdistrial andâ eoo(rie probleins anil tlie nccessity for

co-operatioli betxvecn public bea lth xvorlcers and those endeavoring

teo solve our econoulie l)ro)lleI1s. Ilygieici standards wcre defined

and outlined according to responsib;ility. The inost important of

these were (liSdsc(lse in oriler to show the relation of insanitary

conditions in places of eiiplloytîuent,, long heours of lahor and

fatigue, poor living conditions, cost of living, wages auJ( incorne,

and woinan and child labor, to the health {of the individuial worker

and the commnnity. The relation wvas cspecialiy shown by the

sick andi death rates according to occupation and their effeot iupon

the infanit mor'talit v. l'le relation of sickncss to labor mircst Was

also poiiuted out.


