
NOMENCLATURE.

AÂnd aye 1 m~use and 81ng thy narae.L-Rurns.

NOMENCLATURE! The ponderosity of this word would have
miade Dr. Jolinson iînself take kindly to it. It is a vocabulary,

a inuseuin, an Ontiu»L) gat7wcrum, packed with history, geography,
etymo]ogy, philology, techinical ternis iii Art and Science, and the
naines of places and persons in ail ages and climes,-a storehouse of
Iearning and wisdoxn, curiosity and folly. Rence, we have the
nomenclature of I3otany, the nomenclature of Astronomy, the
nomenclature of Geology; Musical nomenclature, Faxnily nornencla-
ture, and, indeed, the nonmenclature of everytliing, froin a "lSection"
of the B3ritish Association ta the verbalisîn of the Billingsgrate fish-
mnonger. It would appear, t1heu, tliat I have conimitted niyself to a
soinewlhat formidable themie; tliat 1 arn about to plunge into the
inysteries of Ilvocalized breadth," vocalized thouglit, and accompany
Max Müller, or soine oCher iSava'id, in a geîîeral tour througli the
«'<Science of L-angyunge." 1 beg ta, state, however, that my purpose is
far less pretentiaus, viz., a chat abont family wa>ne.

I arn awate that even this limitation of the themne does not eu t
off saine of the by-patlis of the "Science of Languago."' When did
it ariinate ? Were meîî-and wornen !-mutes in the earliest day s
of history ? If %ve are ta believe Adain Smith, Locke, t)ugald Stewa't
&c., aur worthy ancestors could oiily cconvey their thoughts and
wishes by gestures and facial expressions. Scarcely. The gentleman'a
pat, the lady's kiss and the Frenclîman's shrug, nmy be expresive, in
a way; but neither thîs, nor any other tlieory about the origin of lan-

guge, eau be more than mere guess-work. Of course, ideas existed
in the huinan mind before tlley cauld find expression in speech ; but
whether the words used, ini the begvinning.c of langtuage, w.ere what the
Grazmarians cail "lproper naines," or were sitmply Ilgeneral teris'"
I do not propose ta discuss. Words,:às the vehicles and expressions of
thought, are important wvherever we tind thern; whether in the pre-
cise modulations of the Clintese, or the uncouth jargon af the savage ;
whether in Homer's verse, or Cicoro's prose, or the prattie of the child
at its mother's ekirts. As mere sounds and audible sigas, tacked at
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