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Over one in five Canadians depend on exports for their jobs. 
That is over two million jobs. In addition over 30 per cent of 
Canada’s gross domestic product comes from exports. There­
fore it is vital that Canada aggressively promotes itself through­
out the world. If we become naval gazing isolationists and 
protectionists all Canadians will lose. It is also vital that the 
House support Bill C-57.

creating prosperity for our generation and that of our children. 
Therefore I ask all members of the House to join me in 
supporting the bill.

[Translation]

The Deputy Speaker: Is the House ready for the question? 

Some hon. members: Question.

(Motion agreed to, bill read the second time and referred to 
committee.)

• (1605)

The WTO offers Canadian farmers and businessmen a great 
opportunity to continue building our sales abroad. While we 
also have to open our markets to others, I do not see it as a threat. 
Canadian businesses can compete with anyone in the world. All 
we want is a fair and open international system with a level 
playing field. The WTO goes a long way toward accomplishing 
this.

[English]

YUKON SURFACE RIGHTS BOARD ACT

The House resumed from October 21 consideration of the 
motion that Bill C-55, an act to establish a board having 
jurisdiction concerning disputes respecting surface rights in 
respect of land in the Yukon territory and to amend other acts in 
relation thereto, be read the second time and referred to a 
committee.

Mr. Dennis J. Mills (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister 
of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise to address the House on 
Bill C-55, the Yukon Surface Rights Board Act. I join with the 
government speakers who have spoken before me today, includ­
ing the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, in 
urging support for the bill. It is time to conclude the debate by 
giving our unanimous support for Bill C-55.

• (1610)

As hon. members have noted, it is a complex and technical bill 
and there is a good reason for it. The objective of Bill C-55 is to 
put in place a comprehensive surface rights regime that will 
apply throughout Yukon. This is not something that can be 
achieved without a detailed setting out of rights, obligations and 
responsibilities. However the impact of Bill C-55 will be far 
more significant than the creation of a new institution of public 
government, as important as it is.

Essentially the bill is saying that economic growth and job 
creation in Yukon will now become real priorities. Often when 
we come from urban ridings we tend to forget about Yukon and 
the Northwest Territories; we tend to be so focused on our own 
activities.

During my experience as an opposition member it seemed as 
though I had a little more time to see parts of the country. I had 
the privilege in my first term as a member of Parliament of 
visiting parts of our north. As many members would know, it is 
an area of the country that most Canadians know very little 
about other than looking on a map. That is about the only time 
we focus on the north. During my first term in office our leader 
organized a caucus in Iqaluit in the eastern Arctic. Our colleague 
from western Arctic took some of us to James Bay. Later in our

When this agreement comes into effect next year it will 
commit some 120 countries to gradually reducing trade barriers. 
This will have the long term effect of increasing world trade 
dramatically. As we know, any increase in world trade means 
more exports for Canadian businesses and more jobs for Cana­
dian workers: over 11,000 for every $1 billion in new exports. 
This means greater prosperity for Canadian families and this is 
what government should be all about.

We could talk about things like culture. When the Montreal 
Symphony and the Winnipeg Ballet go somewhere they are 
promoting the country. That is good for Canada and good for 
trade. We have to stop having an inferiority complex about 
ourselves. We are as good or better. We can compete and the 
WTO will help us do that.

Tourism, about which I know a fair amount, is a major 
industry of the world. Canada can do so much. We can be a 
leader. Everyone agrees that we have the most beautiful country 
in the world. Yet we have only barely touched the surface 
possibilities. As we deal with the world and as we communicate 
with the world we are going to do much more in the area of 
promoting ourselves.

The threat to Canada does not exist in the world. We must 
open our eyes and get out there and trade. The new forum does 
that for us. That is why I strongly support it. We must go further, 
however. We must liberalize our financial service institutions 
and our telecommunications; harmonize our professional, tech­
nical and licensing standards; and the list goes on. We must 
co-operate on environment because, as I said in the House 
yesterday, the environment is a world issue. It is not isolated to 
one country.

To conclude, Canada must aggressively promote free trade 
throughout the world. This means eliminating provincial trade 
barriers at home and becoming a leader in the WTO. I express 
my support for Bill C-57 which will go a long way toward


