
be land, whose advent to power 
mark the dawn of a millenium in 
litical world. Now, be (McD.) 

call the attention of those before 
the fact that all history showed

ion, while Brown and Mackenzie and the ment, but while bargaining with them as to 
others who had deserted the work were the position he was to occupy he had written 
not. (Cheers) There was another matter to

owns before them to tie le them with fine 
words, which, as they a I knew, "buttered no 
parsnips.” (Laughter.) This brought him

elected, well and good; IT McDougall of the government, and that was the 
was the choice of the constituency, it character in which he now appeared be- 
was all right he supposed, bet he would fore them. He (Mackenzie) then 

e- vote, of proceeded to refer to the programme of the
able Government in 1867 upon which they 
rent had colealated to obtain a large support 
sard inparliament, and to the Intercolonial
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down to his friends at Ottawa, for what? was 
it for the purpose of aiding the political end 
party objects of those who had been so sud-

which MacKenzie had adverted. He had 
brought up again—and he (MacDougall) was 
surprised that he had done so here, the ques- 
tion of the Intercolonial milway, making it 
a charge against the present ministry that 
they had selected the longest and most ex- 
pensive route, and giving that a reason why 
they should be turned out of office. Mac-

to a resolution Mr. Ma kenzie had moved 
at the Toronto Convent on, which he would 
recall to their memory. It was to this effect.

take rare that there was 
the electors. “He hoped 
to hold a series of meeti

more.
e, happy and lightly taxed, • 
not been cursed, although they bad the 

opinion of the Chairmen to the contrary, 
with a very bad Government. The 
character and policy of tire Government 
had a great deal to do with the material 

mendition of the people ; and this was a 
truth so evident that it almost required

denly seized with an appreciative idea of his 
merits? No, but for the purpose of assisting 
the party with which he had long been ac- 
customed to act at Ottawa ; add be (MacDou- 
gall) had no hesitation in declaring, for it 
was capable of proof, that Scott had deliber­
ately accepted the office tendered him by 
Blake and MacKenzie for the purpose of 
breaking the neck of the party of which they 
were leaders. (Cheers and laughter) That 
was the avowed purpose, and it. had already 
been accomplished, because the whole cry of 
these men had been against coalitions and 
yet the moment the opportunity offered they 
had formed a coalition themselves. They 
had renounced with unsparing vehemence 
the administration of Sandfield MacDonald, 
who, while he (MacDougall) was addressing 
them Uy upon his deathbed and might pass 
away from the world at any moment, His 
record would show that there had been one 
man connected with the affairs of this coun­
try at all events who had kept faith with the 
public,who had felt an interest in every pro­
posal that was for the improvement of the 
people, and who had in the broadest and 
truest sense the good of the country at heart. 
Ho (MacDougall) knew him well, for he had 
long been associated with him in the politics 
of the country and had been one of his col­
leagues in his first government. That gov­
ernment amid great difficulties had accom­
plished great measures, and had initiated 
valuable and important reforms in the finan- 
cial and administrative departments of the 
country. He (MacDougall) appealed to all 
who had been his colleagues at that time—

di havin 

th

“That Coalitions of op, using political par- 
“ties for ordinary adm nistrative purposes, 
“inevitably result in t ne abandonment of 
“principle by one or be h parties to the com, 
“pact, the lowering of public morality, 
“lavish public expendi ure and widespread 
“corruption.” That was a pretty serions 
charge, and be (Mr. Ma cdougall) would like 
to know whether the vils here described 
had been the result of he coalition of Mr. 
R. W. Scott, of Ottawa the Tory, and Mr. 
Alexander Mackenzie, of Lambton, the R,-. 
former? They had blonged to opposing 
political parties, and f the compact into 
which they entered ha not been for ordi­
nary administrative P arposes, what other 
purpose had they in vi w ? Was it hot for 
ordinary administrativ e purposes that Mr. 
Scott had accepted the office of Commission- 
er of Crown Lands, on of the most practic- 
al offices in the Government, the administra­
tion of which he (Mr. Macdougall) would 
have something to say about at another 
time, for he had illustrations of it which it 
was right should be laid before the public. 
Well, Mr. Mackenzie, being one who Was. 
ready enough to preach for the benefit of 
others, had laid down the doctrine in regard 
to Coalitions which he had read, and was 
now in the position of one who knew that 
if true it could be properly applied to him. 
self. Was it not true that “the lowering of

•whole : y of user cohesion, he railway which formed part of that pro- falseCARLETON PLACE, JUNE, 6, 
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had led any
or himself in

what "gramme. Macdougall had said at the 
ason, “Toronto convention that John A. must 
hing have lost a great deal of his astuteness

upon that railway under his control to | the formed his administration in concert 
saint in-himself in power for the next ontony with bison, (Muckcuzle) 

that it was foolish and without con 
the grounds they ins soul • i

knew that Sir John liberal party of the country was 
would retain power so long. It was in vunited, and boasted thaoit wouldn 
that spirit the work had been carried on I the support of • great 74 
by the Government. Reformers had only Conser vatives who were disgusted 
agreed to the construction of the railway the course pursued by the Ottawa dov- 
as part of the policy of Confederation, ernment. He had no doubt that the re- 
They had reason to expect that as the sult of the approaching elections would 
road was not built for commercial pur-be the same as the result of the elections 
poses the shortest and cheapest route for the Legislatere last year, and he 
would be adopted. Macdougall had called upon the Reform electors of 
thought the same. They knew Govern- Lanark to allow no division to occur in some 
ment had been divided upon the subject, their ranks, but to veto solidly for 
one portion being in favour of north Galbraith as their next representative.
shore and another in favour of central He criticized the conduct of the Ottawa 
route. They knew Macdougall as com- Government in regard to the Pacific 
missiener had received offers from |Railway, condemning them for taking 

such extraordinary and unconstitutional

advised them not to be fooled by
it had done, nor led away by Hobi 
who had engineered the whole I 
through in the interest of hie friend if he

Blake, as Premier of the Province,
Kenzie knew well that he (MacDougall) had 
done all in his power, while he wasa member 
of the government, to secure a shorter and 
better route than that which a large majority 
in Parliament had declared to be the best. 
White he had laboured earnestly with that 
object what had MacKenzie arid his friends, 
what had their newspaper organ the Globe 
done in the matter? If the fyles of that 
journal were turned over it would be found 
that it had done nothing whatever to promote 
the adoption of the abort route. The road 
had been regarded aaa work of great military 
importance, and for Imperial reasons the 
route by the bay of Chaleurs had been urged 
as that which, in case of necessity, would be 
most available for the defence of the country, 
whereas the short route, which MacKenzie 
new contended for, but not before, did not

Galbraith. (Laughter and cheers),- 
Mr. McKenzie having been introduced by 
the chairman, advanced to the front of ten years to come, and

SPEECHES OF ROSAMOND, GALBRAITH, 
MACKENZIE AND MACDOUGALL.

It is known that, for some time past

usultation to another, liv- air apology to state it. They had seen booleanthhe. tholereat their own dey in. France, Spain,
in sad in other countries the pitiable con-

the platform, but his appearance evoked for reformers 
no enthusiasm. He said that he was

take
■had taken when they dition to which the people had been 

reduced by bad government, the ambi­
tion and corruption of wicked rulers re­
sulted in war, and suffering which war 
was certain to bring in its train ; and 
the conclusion to which wise and philo- 
sophic men had come who were accus-

very glad again to have an opportunitytwo candidates have been in the field for 1., „— ,________________ ________-,
the representation of the N. Riding of of meeting the electors of North Lanark, 
Lanark in the House of Commons—Mr. although their present representative, 
Daniel Galbraith, and Mr. Bennett M“Mr. McDougall, gave unwonted signs of

irritation, because be thought he (Me- 
Keozie) was intruding in his domain.— 
Well, perhaps he wee; but as he had 
stated in reply to a demand Mr. Mc­
Dougall had made for the reasons why 
he should come here, he would say that 
he had come at the invitation of some 
of the leading reformers of the county, 
tendered to him many weeks ago, 
when he promisedthat if at all possible, 
to pay a visit to some part of the county 
during his temporary residence at 
Ottawa. He had done this with the 
more willingness because of some inter­
esting meeting s he had had the pleasure 
of holding some five years ago in the 
county. At that time, a new govern 
ment was being inaugurated for the 
Dominion, and he and those who acted 
with him were propounding the princi­
ples of the opposition to that govern- 
ment. McDougall had then chosen to 
desert his old political friends, and to 
become not merely the ally of Sir John 
A. McDonald, but a sort of political 
janissary in his service. (Laughter). 
He (McKenzie) had then laid down not 
merely his views of public policy, but he 
had pointed out what he knew would be 
verified at the end of this Parliament, if 
he again had the pleasure of addressing 
a Lanark audience. One of the state- 
meute he had then made was that he 
knew Sir John A: McDonald well ; that 
he was confiident he had never sought 
the assistance of Mr. Howland, Mr. 
Ferguson-Blair and Mr. McDougall from 
any love for reform or reformers, but 
simply wished to use them as instru­
ments for accomplishing bis purpose of 
retaining power; that he was in a hope- 
less minority in Ontario, and that he 
(Sir John) knew it would be utterly 
impossible for him to retain power for a 
single session, without their aid. He 
(McKenzie) had then pointed out to 
McDougall, that as sure as he became an 
ally of that man and his friends, he 
would be kicked out the first opportun­
ity that offered. (Laughter). Well, 
that very thing had happened. Mc­
Dougall and two other reformers had 
gone into the government, and at gather­
ings of the people they had attended 
throughout the west they had said 
not to mind speaking about parties any 
more. There was a new Government 
* Union Government constituted to in- 
augurate a new political era, we were to 
have a “clean slate” to use Macdougall’s 
words, and all that was to be written on 
that slate was to be pure patriotism 
forever after. There was to be no more 
partyism, all that was to be forgotten, 
and it was to ba all Jamie Tamson’s 
bairns after that. (Laughter) He 
(Mackenzie) went on to say that after-I 
wards, when one of the reformers who 
went into the Government died and the 
question of appointing a successor came 
up, the compact between the two parties 
was torn into shreds, and Morris, of all

Rosamond, both of them local men.— 
Some time ago Galbraith encouraged 
Rosamond to oppose Mr. McDougall, the 
present representative, but afterwards 
Galbraith himself announced that he 
was a candidate, and since then be has 
been endeavoring to strengthen himself 
by every possible means. A week or 
two ego it was decided by the rival 
candidates that a convention should be 
held to consider their claims, and de­
termine which should be the candidate of 
the so-called Reform party. At the 
same time, Galbraith and his friends 
revolved to invite Blake and McKenzie 
to the riding, in order to influence the 
convention in his favor, and placards 
were widely circulated to the effect that 
those "eminent leaders”of the self-styled 
Reform party were to address the elec­
tors at the village of Clayton, where 
at was agreed the convention should be 
held. This coming to the knowledge of 
McDougall, ho addressed a letter to Me- 
Kenzie, asking if it was true that he 
intended to visit hie constituency for 
political purposes, and address the 
electors in opposition to hi* (MeDoug- 
all’s) interest, pointing out that if the 
st itement was true, it was, to say the 
least, discourteous on McKenzies part 
not to have given any intimation to 
McDougall that it was hi* intention to 
interfere in the matter. McKenzie replied 
that he had accepted an invitation to 
visit some of his friends in North 
Lanark, but he could not see that it was 
discourteous to do so without acquaint, 
ing McDougall. This is the pith of the 
correspondence which took place, and 
which put* in a rather amusing light the 
anxiety of the opposition leader* to 

• meddle in the affairs of the constituencies 
whenever they can get a pretext. When 
McKenzie’s answer was received, Me- 
Dougall resolved to be present at the 
meeting, and meet his accusers face to 
face before the people. The train from 
Ottawa on Saturday, accordingly, ear 
tied him and McKenzie to this village, 
where conveyances were in waiting to 
take them to Clayton, about twelve miles 
distant. Blake did not come, probably 
having a lively recollection of several 
encounters he had had in the House of 
Commons with the member for North 
Lanark, in which the valiant hero of the 
wood capitulation did not come off with

towed to reflect on these matters, was
that these evils must be traced, not as 

supposed, to providential interpo- 
sition, but to the people themselves and

Not

the manner is which they were govern- 
ed. So it would be found in the New
World, and under popular Governments 
that all those things which contributed meet with the approval of the Imperial 
to the safety, security, prosperity, hap- '~ 
piness and political progress of a people 
depended in a great degree upon the 
principles and policy and personal char­

te the expenditure of a much less sum acter of those who directed affairs. It 
that the people of Ontario had rejected was then a ridiculous absurdity to say 
the Sanfield Macdonald government that for ten years, we in Canada had 
How much stronger then should their been badly governed and yet that we 
disapproval be of a Government which had been contented, prosperous, happy 
compelled Parliament to abdicate its and lightly burdened with taxation, 
functions and assumed the entire control (Laughter.) There were in all free 
over this enormous expenditure, without countries enjoying constitutional govern- 
any efficient check and with the proba- ment, a party of men in power, and an- 
bility of jobbery on a gigantic scale. He other party opposed to them, who desired 
concluded by expressing regret that Mr. to turn them out and take their places. 
Blake had been too unwell to attend the It would be found an inavriable rule in

authorities. The government had decidedcapitalists to construct a railway by the 
valley of the St. John which would 
connect the old Province of Canada with 
the porte of St. John and Halifax for 
eight millions or less than half the cost 
by the long route on the north. Cartier 
and his friends, however, had determined, 
that the railway should pass through 
the French counties bordering the coast 
of Gaspe and the bay of Chaleurs and 
with his usual pertinacity the Quebec 
leader carried his point. Macdougall 
and Tilley had yielded to his dictation, 
and although they had.previously said 
they would resign if the north shore 
route was adopted they had done nothing 
of the kind. The difference between

powers as the Bill they had introduced 
proposed to give them. It was for ob­
taining such improper powers in regard

that the military, although the longer was 
the better line. Now, there was no question 
of political principle in that. MacKenzie— 
Hear, hear. MacDougall asked if MacKenzie
meant to say that there was any political
principle involved? MacKenzie—I do. Mac­
Dougall was astonished, and ventured to as­
sert that the Hon. gentleman would not have 
said so on the floor of Parliament. He had 
said it here because he thought boldness of 
assertion would have an effect upon tile-peo­
ple He (MacDougall) maintained that this 
involved no political principle whatever. It 
was ridiculous to say that it did. It was simply 
a question of material interest and expediency.

public morality, lavish expenditure and 
widespread corruption” had followed as. the 
inevitable result of the Blake-Scott combina- 
tion? Mr. Sandfield Macdonald and his

there were three of them now on the bench—- government, having by a judicious and 
he appealed to every man who had ever been economical policy saved three millions of 

public money, had thought that something 
should be done to meet the demand tor 
railway improvement, and out of that osnr.

associated with him in public life, whether, 
even in the intimacy of those confidential 
relations which existed between members of 
a government, there had ever been a single 
case where MacDonald had made or suggest- 
ed or listened to a corrupt proposal or ap­
proved of an act which he did not believe to 
be for the benefit of his country. (Cheers) 
Evon Mr. Galbraith, sound and honest re­
former as they saw he was, during the four 
years he had been in the Legislature, had 
frequently felt compelled to separate himself 
from his friends and vote for the measures of 
Sandfield’s Government. Well,after having 
as a party denounced that Government lie- 
cause it was a coalition in what position did 
this Reform party par excellence stand today? 
In what position in this County? They had 
only to look at- what had been done that very 
day to see its dishonesty. Here was Mr. 
Rosamond, who was and has been all his life 
a Conservative. On what ground did he re­
ceive support in the Convention of Reform­
ers just held if it was not a Coalition ? Had 
they not made a bargain with this Conserva­
tive and his Conservative supporters 
that they, would determine by means 
of this Convention which was the 
stronger Candidate, Rosamond or Galbraith, 
and this having been agreed to, had they not 
made up this amusing little race to see which 
should get the majority? And now that the 
Rosamond horse had lost (laughter) were 
they not at daggers drawn again, each party 
resolved to oppose the other and calling on 
its friends to fight it out to the end. What 
did all this mean, except that even the, pure 
Reformers of North Lanark were not after 
all so hostile to C. alitions when they had an 
object to He (MacDougall) apprehend­
ed that it was not so much to the principle of 
Coalition that Mr. MacKenzie and other 
eaders of the party objected as to the fact 
that others had formed a Coalition which did 
not happen to meet their approval. Now, 
what was the doctrine that had been laid 
down by Mr. MacKenzie upon this subject? 
He (MacDougall) had with him a report of 
the Toronto Convention in 1867, where he 
had been present and had had an opportunity 
of expressing his views. He had then taken

meeting, and retired amid the cheers of those countries, were free discussion in 
a part of the audience. public affairs was among the rights of

Hon. Mr. Macdougall was received people, that the men who were in power 
with much heartiness when he advanced were constantly fighting a battle to re- 
to address the meeting. After express- tain it, and those who were out of power 
ing pleasure at seeing so many of his were just as eagerly striving on the other 
constituents present to hear questions of hand to obtain it, and to that end were 
great interest discussed, he said he was always accusing the government of 
there to take issue in the most decided abusing their trust and initiating bad 
manner possible with the remarks of the measures. That was the case in Canada 
gentleman who had preceded him. as in other countries constitutionally 
Mackenzie in opening his observations governed. It was not to be expected 
had referred to a correspondence that that the Government of which he had 
had taken place with him as to the ob- been a member would prove an exception 
ject of this meeting and as to bis (Mac- to the general rule; but he challenged 
kenzies) appearance in a constituency the Mackenzie or any man in this assemblage 
confidence of which he (Macdougall) had to point to any wrong-doing on his 
enjoyed for eight years past. He would part, to lay their finger upon a single 
not have alluded to the matter if Mae- act of corruption, or specify any mea- 

sent like Captain Cameron, who had kenzie had not chosen to speak of it sure which he bad been instrumental as 
charged a fence with an eye-glass On Friday evening last he (Macdougall) 
(laughter) and who had been appointed had found a note in the post office ad.
because he was a friend and relative of dressed to him by a gentleman residing kenzie, the leader of the Reform Party 
one of the minister*. The fact that the in the constituency, stating that bills had

One Province, Nova Scotia, was unanimous 
in favour of the route by the bay of Chaleurs, 
because it seemed to be the most direct route 
to Halifax, while a large party in New Bruns­
wick was in favour of it for local reason*. 
Lower Canada approved of it almost to a man; 
and although MacKenzie talked about politi­
cal principle in the case bis rouge friends 
were all against him and in favour of the 
Robinson line, Dorion and Holton being 
among those who had voted for it. Then when 
he came to Ontario what had he found? He 
had looked at the Globe newspaper from day 
to day expecting some declaration on its part. 
It knew well that there was a difference of 
opinion in the government, and that Tilly 
Howland and himself were endeavoring to 
secure the adoption of the shorter route. But 
had George Brown given them any assis- 
"tance? No, he had thought that there was 
a crisis in the government upon the subject, 
and that was the great point he had in view. 
Here was a question in dispute likely to em-

plus they had therefore proposed that a 
million and a half should be taken to aid 
these works of public utility. Because of 
that proposal Mr. Sandfield Macdonald had 
been assailed end denounced without stint, 
and Mr. Mackenzie .hid told them to-day 
that he and his party had carried the elec- 
tions last year because it was the policy of 
the government to spe nd the money in that 
way. (Mi\ Mackenzie : I did nothing of the 
kind.) Mr. Macdougall said the honorable 
gentleman seemed very impatient in listen- 
ing for once to the Ire h, but if he wished to 
deny or explain it away, he would have an 
opportunity afterwards. In the meantime, 
no good was to be accomplished by inter­
ruptions on his part or that of his friends. 
(Applaus.) The point to which he (Mac­
dougall) desired to call their attention was 
this—that the Government of Mr. Sand- 
field Macdonald had appropriated a million 
and a half to aid the construction of rail­
ways ; that a law had been passed strictly 
defining how that money was to be expend­
ed ; and that subsidies were to be given ac­
cording to the character of the work, rang- 
ing from $2,000 to $4,000 per mile The 
people who lived in the back country—those 
whom he (Mr. Macdougall) was addressing 
—would see by this proposition how solici- 
tous Mr. Sandfield Macdonald had been to 
benefit those parts of the Province where, 
owing to the want of railway communica­
tion, the people were comparatively poor 
and the land to a great extent unsettled. 
These people had long been in dificulties; 
their means of access to market were insuf- 
ficient, and the produce often remained on 
their farms when they could have disposed 
of it profitably if there had been proper 
facilities for moving it- It was a patriotic 
view the government had taken when they 
resolved that their expenditure should 
be so made as to benefit these people who 
had been long left to struggle without As- 
sistance or encouragement It is said they 
had been defeated at the elections upon this 
wise and commendable policy. He denied

Macdougall and himself on this point; 
was that while lie had adhered to his 
views in favour of the short and cheap 
route, he (Macdougall) had yielded his. 
In reference to the north-west he acknow­
ledged that Macdougall had donc good 
service in preparing the paper* 
conducting . the negotations and 
for the transfer of the territory, but the 
conduct of the Government of which he I 
was a member was shameful in all their 
measures as to the initiation of govern­
ment in that country. It was true that 
the people there had some reason to 
complain that the work should have 
been commenced without their being in 
any way consulted. It was true they 
had had reason to object when men were

1.

a Minister in passing, which was not for 
the public good. Why had not Mac-

the House of Commons, and an abletn
man whose talent he (Macdougall) ad­
mired, when he had thought it a proper 
thing to do to come into his (Macdou-

Lieut.-Governor had set out with three I been posted up throughout the ruling 
ministers and a complete staff was announcing that Blake and Mackenzie 
calculated to give offence to the people | were to attend a meeting at Clayton to-

barrass the ministry and in order to encour­
age a result of that kind what bad he done, 
Why, he had made the Globe preserve a 
silence like that of the grave. Day after day 
had he (MacDougall) watched for some sign, 
but in vain. The Globe was a great organ 
of public opinion, exercising a wide influence. 
It had been and until recently continued to

of the country, but it was no justification day for the purpose of addressing the gall’s) constituency if possible behind 
vr. M-1a ------11- i --*— his back and making railing accusationsfor their rising in rebellion, because they electors. He (Macdougall) had certain- 

ought to have known that the people of ly been taken aback by the statement 
Canada would not have stood by and that these great men, these eminent, 
seen them wronged. The territory had these distinguished leaders of the Liberal 
been settled by French and there was party as it was called, should think it 
no doubt Cartier and Iris colleagues had worth their while, Parliament being still 
conceived the idea of establishing there I in session at Ottawa, and important pub- 
a French colony which would always re- lie business under consideration, to leave 
main under their influence, and dis-their places, abandon their duties, and 
courage settlement by people from other come into the County of Lanark to at-. 
parte of the Dominion. There was too tend a political meeting. He certainly committed a great political crime. Be- 
much reason to believe that the discon - was aware that a Convention to settle the 
cent had been fanned by emissaries of claims of two gentlemen who were before 
the Government, as well as by the See- the electors as candidates was to take 
retery of State for the Provinces who, ...... -
while in the territory, had spoken in the I attend to his duties as their représenta- 
most disparaging way possible of this tive, and not to interfere with the Con- 
country. Instead of dissuading them Ivention or regard the decision at which 
from anything like insurrection he had they might arrive. But when he found 
done nothing whatever to allay the dis-that these gentlemen were to be here to- 
content that be had found prevailing - - I day, one if not both of them, and when 
They all knew what had followed—that it was fair to presume that their object 
a portion of the people had risen in arms, in coming was to aid one of the parties 
taken possession of the Hudson Bay whose claims were 10 conflict, and to 
!17_------ We pick holes in and find fault with his 
imprisoned many of the loyal population, | (Maedongall a) conduct at the same 
and murdered one of them. He (Mac time, it seemed to him that he was 

justified in presenting himself before 
them—nay, more than that, it was his 
right and duty to be present in order 
that he should be able to justify the 
choice the electors had made eight years 
and again five years ago, and to defend 
himself against any assaults that might 
be made upon him. He had felt too 
that Mackenzie’s acceptance of the invi­
tation without giving him any hint of 
his intention to attend this meeting, 
although he was sitting near him in the 
House, and they were on friendly per 
sonal terms, however much they ‘ might 
differ politically was, to say the least of 
it, an act of discourtesy, and he (Mac­
dougall) had not hesitated to tell him 
so. (Laughter.) Mackenzie had stated 
in reply that he did intend to be present 
to-day, having accepted an invitation to 
visit some of his friends in the Riding, 
but that he could not admit there was 
anything discourteous in his doing so.
Well, as to that, he (Macdougall) would 
if need be, discuss the point before the 
electors of North Lanark. In the mean- 
time he was very glad that the oppor­
tunity had been given to him to make 
this explanation. He would now refer 
shortly—and he would speak as rapidly 
and briefly as he could—to the relations 
that had existed between the electors of 
this riding and himself for the last eight 
years. He had come before them first 
in 1804, as a member of what had been 
called the Coalition Government, that 
was formed by the leaders of the liberal 
party in Upper Canada, agreeing to act 
in unison with «be leaders of the Con­
servative party, who then and except * 
short interval, for many years before had 
had possession of the reins of power. 
That coalition had been entered into as 
they all knew for the purpose of bringing 
about a change in the constitution of 
our country, of uniting the various Pro­
vinces cf Great Britain in North Amer 
•ica under one Government, and of laying 
the foundations of a new nation on this 
continent, a work in which any man 
might be proud to participate. That 
work bad been in a large measure per­
formed, and because of it the Chairman 
of this meeting, who was a close observer 
of publie events, had been able to tell 
his hearers to-day that the country was 
and for some years had been prosperous 
beyond measure, that the people were 
contented and happy, that peace and 
security reigned within our borders, 
.and that, while enjoying all these bless- 
ings, we were also the most lightly taxed 
of any people on the face of the globe. 
And yet in the same breath the Chair- 
man had told them that for years past, 
we had been suffering because of the bad 
government of the country. (Laughter 
and cheers.) He had cried out the 
depth of his affliction amid this overflow- 
it t w of prosperity 1
country, that it was composed of men 
who were wasting its resources and sacri- 
firing its interests, that it must be turn- 

places whom: ? Why, these eminent 
leaders, Blakeand Mackenzie. (Laugh- 

ter.) These were the gentlemen, it ap- 
peared, who were to redeem and regener-

against him,—why, he asked had not 
Mackenzie pointed to some destructive
act, some bad measure he had supported 
during the time he had been in public,..,.
life? There had been no such attempt.” be the leading journal of the country, and
The only complaint was that he had

flying colors. At Clayton, although 
the day was wet and disagreeable, there 
was a large crowd assembled, probable 
about three hundred of the elector- 
from different parts of the riding. The 
convention was in session io one of the 
inns of the village, but no great interest 
appeared to be taken io the result of it- 
deliberations. At three o’clock it was 
announced that the electors would be 
addressed from a platform which was 
erected in a neighboring grove, around 
which they soon gathered to enjoy the 
intellectual combat which they all ex- 
pected: 1 The crowd was respectable, 
intelligent and extremely well conducted 
throughout. John Scott, of Almonte, 
was called to the chair, and Wm 
Robertson, of Lanark village, chairman 
of the convention, read the minutes of 
that body, according to which it appeared 
that Galbraith had been chosen, upon a 
vote of 10 to 4, as the candidate of the 
"Reform " party, to contest the riding 
against McDougall. Ao invitation was 
then given to McKenzie, McDougall, 
Galbraith and Rosamond to take seats 
on the platform. The chairman opened 
the proceedings by referring to the 

political contests that had taken place 
in the riding in past years, and particu­
larly for the secularization of the clergy 
reserves. He then pointed out that for 
some years past the country had been 
enjoying extraordinary prosperity ; that 
there was not not a more prosperous 
community on the face of the globe than 
that of Canada; but he said that for 
ten years the people had been misgov- 
erened by men who should no longer be 
permitted to retain the power in their 
hands which they had so greatly abused. 
He alluded to McKenzie and Blake as 
conspicuous examples of able statesmen, 
and said it was to such men the destinies 
of the country should be entrusted. 
The electors of North Lanark, he con­
tended, would be unfaithful to their duty 
if they failed to cleet as their representa­
tive, one who would consistently support 
them in Parliament.

Mr. Galbraith was then introduced 
to the meeting. He entered into a long 
review of the politics of the past, and of 
the reasons which had brought him into 
public life, as well as of the efforts that 
had been made to come to an arrange 
ment with Rosamond. He professed a 
reluctance to change his present position 
as a representative of the Provincial 
Legislature, for e seat in the House of 
Commons, but eaid that he had yielded 
to the pressure of his friends, and having 
been nominated by the convention, he 
was now before them as the candidate 
for the “Reform” party. He charged 
the present member with having be­
trayed the party in the past by support­
ing Sir John and Cartier, and assailed 
him as one who had carried a free lance 
in Parliament. His (Galbraith's) ex- 

perience in public life bad taught him 
that a free lance was one which was 
ready to strike for the highest bidder. 
An elector cried out that Galbraith was 
the freest lance in the whole of Lanark, 
and everybody knew McDougall 
was worth a dozen of him. (Laughter). 
Galbraith wound up by saying that if 
elected he would support in Parliament 
the men whom he believed had the con­
fidence of a majority of the electors of 
North Lanark. He would support them 
in opposition, and also io the Govern- 
ment, if they got the control of the 
affairs of the country into their hands. 
A voice—not a doubt of it. (Laughter).

Mr Rosamond was then introduced, and 
after referring to the events that had 
transpired previous to the convention, 
and to the result that had been arrived 
at by that body, said that so far as he 
was concerned, he did not feel himself 
bound by the nomination (Cheers) He said his friends repudiated the notion 
of the convention as not being a fair 
expression of the wishes of the people, 
and proposed to fight the battle out tothe 
end, and poll every vote in the county. 
(Cheers). He would not withdraw 
from the contest, but would remain in 
the field to she end. If Galbraith was

even yet is circulated largely throughout the 
Dominion. With this organ under his con­
trol Brown could have brought great influence 
in favour of the adoption of one route or the 
other, but the Globe had given no indication 
of what course it would take—had done no­
thing to aid and strengthen those who were 
struggling for the route by the valley of the 
St. John. A gentleman who had gone up to 
Toronto from Ottawa called at the Globe 
office and urged upon Brown the importance 
of his declaring himself, pointing out that in 
the peculiar state of the question Sir John 
would be guided by popular opinion and that 
if the Globe took ground it might have an 
important effect upon the result. What was 
the answer Brown had given? Why, that 
the government experienced a difficulty in 
the matter which might prove very serious, 
and that it was not his business to help them 
out of, it. It was for this reason he had 
played fast and loose with the question ; and

entered a Coalition Government, that 
he had separated himself from his party
n 1867, and that in doing so he had

cause he had not chosen to follow Geo. 
Brown, who as he (Macdougall) stated
it the time; bad deserted the ship, and 

place, but ha had made up his mind to gone ashore before she had made a safe 
harbor, because he had not done as that
tentleman had done, abandoned the 
work upon which he had entered, and 
betaking himself to his newspaper and 
Bow Park farm, gave his attention to 
making a fortune, and assailing every 
man who remained at his post—because 
he had not done that, he was to be de- 
I ounced as one who had betrayed his 
party. This gentieman, after inducing 
1im (Macdougall) to join him in form 
ing the coalition, after laboring with 
him to make their friends in the House 
and country look favourably upon the 
new arrangement for the sake of the 
great object they all had in view, after 
rutting him in that position before the 
world, had turned around and accused 
Iim of having abandoned his principles 
and betrayed his Country. Why, after 
a sailing Cartier and John A. for years, 
had not George Brown folded them in 
t is arms, worked heartily with them and 
1.uded them as Statesmen—his speeches 

ere a record—and yet because Galt 
was sent, on behalf of the Government 
to Washington instead of himself, he 
had left the Ministry in the lurch, had 
sone ashore in the jolly-boat, had left 
I is colleagues to sink or swim as best 
they might, had given Confederation 
the go-by and had left the great work 
to be battled for and accomplished by 
three whom he had deserted. Now, he 
(Macdougall) asked in the name of common 
iense and common honesty, was that a part 
which a statesman should have played, was 
1 hat a course of conduct that reflected credit 
■ pon any public man? Was the man to be 
; raised or condemned who, having once de- 
• oted himself to a noble object, and taken 
in hand a great work, abandoned it because 
of a petty personal feeling? Was the man 
who stood to his ground faithfully, undis- 
• ayed by obstacles, to be subjected to con- 
t amely and false accusations, and held to be 
1uilty of everything that was dastardly and 
■ nworthy ? He had remained there till the 
- ork was done which he had undertaken to 
do, and having once put his hand to the 
I lough had kept it there .till the furrow was 
turned. That was the course which he had 
telt it due to his conscience - and to 
his country to pursue, and here was 
he to-day claiming a* their re- 
presentative a due share of credit for the ac- 
- omplishment of that greet work and having 
he happiness of hearing from the chairman 
hat it was appreciated by the acknowledge- 
sent that the people were prosperous, 

happy, contented and free from burdensome 
sxation, (Cheers.) and he stood proudly be- 
ore his constituents to say that in bringing 
bout Confederation, in securing to the poo- 
ode of this country a general government 
bat they could control, with Provincial ad- 
ninistrations to satisfy all their local wants; 
n aiding to bring about that prosperity and 
happiness which he saw all around him, 
and which, sanguine as he was, he had hard- 
y hoped to live to witness ; In adopting 
hose measures which could result in the 

construction of a railway across this broad 
Dominion from ocean to ocean, a work 
which would have such an important and 
beneficient effect in opening up to settlement 
rast undeveloped portions of our country, 
without imposing an additional taxation up 
n the people—in doing all that, and in 
bringing the country into such a position of 
prosperity and contentment, those public 
men who had withstood calumny and slan- 
1er, who had kept their object steadily in 
view, unmindful ofattack, were, he claimed, 
entitled to the sympathy of the people, 
their confidence, and their votes. In the 
accomplishment of these results, he felt he 
could justly claim to be a true representative 
of the Reformers of Ontario and the Domin-

men in the world, was taken into the 
Government io Ferguson-Blairs place- 
a gentleman of whom he wished to speak 
with respect, but who had been a con 
servative from hie childhood. This had 
been done in obedience to the demand the same line of argument that he did today, that, for the returns showed that, notwith-

and what he had told the Reformers then as­
sembled had come to pass that at the end oi 
five years Mr. Mackenzie would find himself, 
not a member of a great and united party; 
extending its influence into all parts of the

standing the false cries and misrepresent- 
tions of the Globe, and the party it a ted 
with, they had a majority of four or five in 
the new Assembly when the elections were 
over. What had then taken place. When 
the Legislature met, one-tenth of the seats 
were vacant, in consequence of a law rather # 
absurdly framed, he thought, which required 
that in every case where there had been a 
protest, and an elected member had been 
unseated, there could not be a new election 
until the House had met, a Speaker had been 
chosen, and new writs issued to fill the 
vacancy. It had thus occurred that one- 
tenth of the people of the Province were left 
without a voice in the Legislature, and in 
this situation of affairs, these [pure, honest 
and fair-minded men had concluded that 
that was their opportunity, and seized it. 
Nearly all of the members who had 
been unseated were supporters of the Gov- 
ernment, and in their absence—before they 
could be again elected, as most of them had 
been—these gentlemen had sprung a motion , 
of want of confidence upon the House, and 
after days of debate, after employing every 
kind of artifice ip order to win over support, 
they had succeeded in just evenly dividing 
the House. What had then happened? 
There was a gentlemen in the Government 
who had been with him (Mr. Macdougall) in 
the County of Grey, for whose abilities he 
had great respect, and who had so success­
fully defended the Government there before' 
the people against the attacks of their op- 
ponents, that Mr. Blake was very glad to 
enter into a compromise by which they 
agreed on both sides to return home and 
leave the constituency to determine the 
election itself. It happened unfortunately 
for Sandfield’s administration, that Messrs. 
Wood and Blake returned by the same train 
to Toronto, for after that Mr. Wood had 
failed to exhibit as much enthusiasm as be­
fore in support of the Government. A- 
marked coolness had come over him, and in 
talking about the prospects of the Govern- 
ment, he had shown a disposition to evade 
the subject, when he did speak magnifying 
the difficulties of the position and represent­
ing tilings generally to be very blue. 
(Laughter.) It was observed as the struggle 
proceeded that there were remarkable goings 
and comings of members of the opposition, 
between the House and Mr. Wood's room 
in the building. It was observed, too, that 
just at the critical part of the debate a note 
passed between the leader of the opposition 
and the Hon. Treasurer on the Government 
benches, which note contained the words 
“Speak now!" The moment had then ar­
rived for Mr. Wood to stand up and avow 
himself. Mr. Blake, with the shrewdness 
and cunning which distinguished him as a 
Chancery lawyer, saw that the moment had 
arrived to strike, and so the fatal thrust in 
the dark had been given, which had put an 
end to the Sandfield Macdonald Government. 
Now, he (Macdougall) would like to know 
whether all these things indicated that fair- 
ness, that honesty, that open and frank 
manner of dealing with public questions 
which should characterise the conduct of 
public men ? Was it a creditable and laud- 
able way to succeed in a party object by 
seducing from his allegiance a member of , 
the Government who happened to be weak 
and vacillating ? He did not think it was; 
but that was the way Motors. Mackenzie 
and Blake had come into power. Instead, 
however, of forming pure party adminis

of the conservative supporters of the 1_ 
Government who no sooner were the ( O. s posts, ruled with tyrannie
elections over which they had conducted 
on the pretence .of being Union men 
than they boasted of their conservative 
majority. Sir John had not only done 
that, but he had endeavored to get rid 
of Macdougall, who was inclined some 
times to be very troublesome to hi* 
leaders. Sir John had no love

kenzie) proceeded to say that the 
Government ought to have taken steps 
to punish the author* of that murder, 
but they had done nothing except, when 
the rebels appointed Father Richot. 
Judge Black and Scott as delegates le 
Ottawa, to receive with the consider-

that was the kind of help Brown and the Dominion, but with a little faction at his
hack in Ontario, and no support any where 
else. (Laugnter) That was the natural re­
sult of the course that gentleman and his 
colleague* had pursued, and now they stood 
a helpless minority in one Province, with the 
other five Provinces against them. Of the 
six Provinces in the Union this Clique had 
an existence only in one, and could not count 
upon a single hearty adherent from any of 
the other five. It was only last night in the 
House of Commons that they had been forced 
to occupy the humiliating position of seeing 
Blake move a Resolution about the eastern 
terminus of the Pacific Railway and then 
Mr. Dorion moving another in an exactly 
contrary sense, with the rouges of Quebec 
voting against Mr. Mackenzie and his Cleas 
Grit* from Ontario, and vice versa. These 
gentlemen in the West assumed to be the 
only Reformers in the country, and it was 
upon this assumption that they had called 
the convention to which he referred. They 
completely ignored the existence of Reform­
er* anywhere else than in their own narrow 
circle ; and yet there were men in the Lower 
Provinces, who, having spent a large part of 
their lives in fighting the battle of constitu­
tional government, who bad earned the dis- 
tinction of being true Reformers, and who, 
not without reason, had felt very much in­
sulted when Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. Blake, 
both of them comparatively new to political 
life, got up and boasted that they were Re- 
formers and pure men, while all others who 
differed from them were Tories and Corrup- 
tionists. (Cheers). Some of these gentlemen 
had been battling for Reform long before 
Blake or Mackenzie had been heard of, and 
those who opposed them—the Conservatives 
of the Maritme Provinces—where were they 
to be found? What was Mr. Jones of Halifax 
or Mr. Smith of Westmoreland? Had they 
not always been Conservatives? and yet they 
sat in the House of Commons today as op­
ponents of the government, the allies of Mr. 
Mackenzie if they were the allies of anybody, 
and forming almost the only supporters he 
had from the Lower Provinces He (Mr. 
Macdougall) had said before, and he was not 
ashamed to repeat the statement here that as 
politics affected the material interests of the

Globe had given—that was the kind of 
patriotism, that was the kind of honesty he 
had displayed when a matter which affected 
so deeply the interests of the country was 
open for settlement, (Cheers) I Now, if they 
turned to the course that had been pursued 
by MacKenzie it would be found on reference 
to the Confederation debates that he had then 
maintained that the bay of Chaleurs route 
was the proper route to be adopted. Mac­
Kenzie—nothing of the kind. MacDougall 
wondered at the hardihood of the Hon. gen­
tleman in denying what he had said in that 
speech. He (MacDougall) would undertake 
to produce his very words from the official 
report. The gentlemen present who are 
taking notes will not let this matter slip. 
Through their instrumentality the world is 
kept too well informed to make it safe for 
gentlemen to contradict each other on matters 
of fact. MacKenzie—you well know it is 
not a matter of fact. MacDougall would 
have something to say about that again. In 
the meantime he would mention that when 
in the government he had declared that be­
fore the road by the north shore was com­
pleted the probability was that the shorter 
line would be built for commercial purposes. 
That indeed was now coming true, for a 
company had been chartered to build the 
road, and it was probable that it would be 
completed and in running order before 
the. Intercolonial railway was finished. 
He was not prepared to say that the road by 
the bay of Chaleur was wholly useless, for 
in a financial and commercial point of view 
it might turn out that the expenditure upon 
it was justifiable; but at tire time the route 
bad been determined, people were not so ac- 
customed to railway building as now. They 
had not learned to construct lines at small 
expense into the wilderness, and it might 
prove when the intercolonial was opened 
that it possessed greater value than people a 
few years ago supposed, (applause) Mac- 
Kenzie and politicians of that stamp might 
stand up here and pronounce, excathedra, 
upon many things, declaring that some men 
were incapable and corrupt, while others 
were all that Was pure and right. But time 
tried all men and all things ; and experience 
had shown that those who were so free in 
their strictures upon others were not so pure 
and honest, so wise and patriotic as they pro- 
fessed to be. This brought him to a point 
in regard to which he gave them his word it 
had not been his intention to make the slight­
est allusion, if MacKenzie had not himself 
referred to the doings of the Ontario govern- 
ment. He (MacDougall) knew from what 
had occured in the House of Commons that 
allusion to that government was distasteful 
to MacKenzie, for nothing had so much 
moved him as a remark he (MacDougall) had 
made that after denouncing coalitions with 
great warmth for the past five years the lead­
ers of that government had shewn their sin- 
cerity and consistency by taking into their 
counsels as commissioner of Crown Lands 
Scott, one of the most inveterate Tories in 
the country, (laughter) That gentleman 
had felt flattered, no doubt, that Blake and 
MacKenzie had seen his merits and were 
willing to give him a place in their govern-

for Macdougall, as he (Mackenzie) bad 
told them five years ago and got rid of 
him with a promise of a governship in 
the north-west. No sooner, however, 
had he marched to take possession of his 
new principality than affective means

tion due to plenipotentiaries, the repre­
sentatives of men who had committed all 
these gross outrages and violated every 
principle of justice and honor. He con
tended that as events had progressed 
since 1867 it had become more and more 
apparent that his utterances five years 
ago were prophetic—that the country 
was gradually but surely subjected to 
the rule of a pure Tory party claiming 
to govern in the name of a so-called 
coalition of parties. In 1864 he object­
ed to the formation of a coalition because 
he believed that if two parties were 
united in one government, the party "that 
had a majority would ultimately manage 
to secure some portion of the weaker 
party in the government, and that the

were taken to keep him out of it. He 
had been allowed to go to the verge of 
hi* new country and look over into it 
like another celebrated personage in 
history who had been premitted to see the 
promised land but not to enter it. 
(Laughter). Then when Howland went 
out of the Government, be had been 
replaced by Aikens, a very respectable 
gentleman, but not one who ever repre­
sented the reform party or who could 
have been returned as their representative 
io any constituency when reformers held

ranks of a party thus joining with the 
ruling party would be so weakened as

sway iu the country. The next reformer 
to join the government was Hincks who 
in 1854 bad betrayed his own party to 
John A. Macdonald after having been 
denounced by him a few days before as a tbe caucus of the liberal members of that 
man steeped to the lips in corruption. dee Ant althonck the motion —- lnct 
He(Mackenzie)

to produce disastrous results in the 
future. He had moved to that effect iu

day, but although the motion was lost
went on to ridicule the he had from the interest be had taken 

in tbe question of Union, given iu hispretension that had been made by Hincks 
when he issued a circular addressed to adhesion to the government for the time 

being, but with the conviction strongly 
implanted in his breast that tbe coali­
tion could only be such an alliance as he 
had at first suspected, and that it would 
ultimately have the effect to a great ex­
tent of breaking down the lines drawn 
between parties in the country. During 
the five years through which he had just 
passed be had endeavored to direct his at- 
tention chiefly, not so much to the over­
throw of the government, which was of 
course powerful in a House selected as 
this had been, as to gather all sections 
of the Reform party together so that 
that there might again be formed two dis­
tinct parties, battling for political princi- 
pies and power in the country, when op­
posite parties formed a fusion it was 
sure to cause a departure from principle 
upon one side or the other, but while he 
was comparatively indifferent as to which 
political side held power so far as he was 
personally concerned, he was anxious 
that the party which possessed it should 
hold it by virtue of a common policy up­
on which they could all unite without 
keeping anything in the background. 
He believed that because under our 
system of government, he regarded it as 
essential that all the members of a gov­
ernment should hold precisely tbe same 
views of publie policy. (Applause.) He 
next alluded to the attacks that had been 
made by Macdougall and others upon 
the Ontario Government, referring to 
the Proton outrage as an infamous poli- 
tical slander. He pointed to tbe fact 
that the government had been sustained 
by a majority of at least twenty in the 
House of Assembly as a proof that that 
and other danders had had no influence 
upon the minds of members or of the 
public. He then referred to the Catho- 
lie league and denied that there was a

the liberal party as its leader. He 
(Mackenzie) asserted that the liberal 
party had been betrayed by a trick 
which Mackenzie had aided in its incep- 
tion and carrying out Afterwards, as 
he (Mackenzie) had foretold he had 
been ousted himself and became very 
wrathy. He acknowledged that Maedou- 
gall had been ill-used. He had stated 
so on all occasions, and be bad endeavored 
to show his sympathy for tbe gross 
manner in which be had been treated in 
in the north-west business, but still it 
muet be confessed that he had only reap­
ed the whirlwind where he had sown the 
wind. He (Mackenzie) recollected how 
furious Macdougall had been after he 
returned from tbe north-west—how 
anxious to break up tbe Government and 
to expose Sir John’s infamous conduct 
io the affair of the north-west. He re- 
collected too, that Macdougall had been 
pleased too speak in kind terms of himself 
at some meetings he had held in this 
county; and had expressed a desire that 
he (Mackenzie) should attend some of 
those meetings with him, and that 
in his tern he should be invited to 
others held by tbe opposition. He 
(Mackenzie) had not been quite sure, 
however, that Macdougall had been cured 
of his erratic political propensities, and- 
so he had not been invited,—a fact with 
which he had not been very well pleased. 
Since then he bad veered amend again 
to his old love, had become a full-fledged 
supporter of the Government and even 
more than what Galbraith had said a 
free lance —for it was curious that when­
ever his lance was directed against any 
one it was certain to be pointed with a

whole country, as the welfare of the people
was involved in the character of the govern­
ment under which they lived, it was our duty 
to look at things in a practical light ; and, 
although, he had been taken to task for it he 
had on fitting occasions proclaimed that he 
was, and wished to be considered a practical 
politician. (Cheers and laughter). They 
might laugh at the declaration, but he fancied 
that when the laws adopted by their Parlia- 
ment and legislature came to be enforced 
they would find them to be of a very practi­
cal character ; that when their tea and coffee 
and sugar were taxed it caused 
a question of an undeniably practical nature 
to be raised in the household; and that 
when a Finance Minister found means by a 
progressive and successful policy to take off 
those duties, they would regard it as an un- 
questionable practical relief. They would 
find greater practical good in that, ho 
imagined, than in anything that was said 
by theorizers in newspapers or by mon who

direct aim at Blake and himself (Mae- 
kensie). He had, in fact, become an 
ardent, keen and he (Mackenzie) 
was going to say unscrupulous supporter:shadow of foundation for the statement

1

that Scott had been chosen by Blake and 
himself as their colleague at the dictation. 1 
of the league. If, as he had been told, 
Macdougall had made that statement an. I


