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POLITICAL MEE A
BPEECHES OF RosAMOND, GALBRAIYS,

MACKENZIE AND MACDOUGALL,

Itis knowa that, for somg time past
two eandidates have been in the fiold for
the representation of the N. Riding of
Lunark in the House of Commons—Mr. |
Daniel” Galbraith, and Mr. Bennett
Rosamond, both of them loecal men.,—
Bome time ago Galbraith encouraged
Rosamond to oppose Mr. MeDougall, the
present represeutative, but afterwards

Galbraith hiwself snpounced that he
was a candidate, and sinee then he has
been endesvoring to strengthen himself
by every possible means. A week or
two ugo it was decided by the rival
candidates that a convention should be
Leld to consider their claims, and de-
termine which should be the eandidate of
the so-called Reform party. At the
sumhe time, Gualbraith and bhis friends
resolved to invite Blake and McKenzie
to the riding, in order to influence the
convention in bis favor, and placards
were widely eirculated to the effeet that
those ‘‘eminent leaders”of the self-styled
Reform party were to address the elec-
tors at the village of Clayton, where
1t was agreed the convention should be
held, This eoming to the knowledge of
Me¢Dougall, he addressed a letter to Me-
Kenzie, asking if it was true that he
mtended to visit his constitueney for
politieal purposes, and address the
cleetors in opposition to his (MeDoug-
ally) interest, pointing out that if the
Stitement was tzge, it was, to say the
It discourteous on McKenzies part
not to have given any iutimation to
MeDougall that it was his intention to
interfere in the matter. MeKenzie replied
that be had accepted an invitation to
virit some of lis friends in North
Lianark, but he c6uld not see that it was
discourteous to do 8o without acquaint-
ing McDougall. This is the pith of the
correspondence which - took place, and
whieh puts in & rather amusing light the
anxiety of the opposition leaders to
meddle in the affairs of the constitueneies
whenever they can get a pretext. When
McKengie's suswer was received, Me-|
Dougall resolved to be present at the
wecting, and meet his -aceusers face to
face before the people. The train from
Ottaws so Saturday, accordingly, car
ried bim and MecKeozio to this village,
where conveyances were in' waiting to
tske them to Clayton, about twelve miles
distaut. Bluke did not come, probably
having a lively recolleetion “of several
cieounters be had had in the House of
Commons with the member-for North
Lanark, in which the valiant hero of the
waod cupitulatioy did not come off with
flying colors. At Clayton, although
tho day wak wet and disagreeable, there
was a large crowd assembled, probably
about three huodred of the eleator-
from differcut parts of the riding. The
convention, was in session in ope of the
inns of the'village, but no great iuterest
;.p{»«ured to be taken in the resalt of it-
deliberations. At three o'clock it was
anuounced that the electors wonld be
addresssd from- s platform which wa»
erected «n a neighboring grove, around
which they soon gathered to enjoy the
intellectual combat which “they all ex-
pected. . The crowd was respeetable,
wtelligent and exgremely well conducted
throughout, John Seott, of Almonte,
was called to the chair, and Wm
Robertson, of Lanark village, chairman
of the convention, read the minutes of
thut body, aceording to which ic appeared
thut Galbraith had been chosen, upon u
vote of 10 to 4, as the candidate of the
“Reforw” party, to contest the riding
against McDougall. Au invitation was
then given to McKengie, MecDougall,
Galbraith and Rosamond to take scats
on the platform, The chairman opencd
the precsedings by referring to the
#Aolitical contests that had taken plaee
in the riding io' past years, and particu-
larly for the seeularization of the elergy
rescrves. He then pointed out that for
some years past the couutry had bLeen
enjoying extraordinary prosperity ; that
there was not mot a more prosperous
coinmunity on the face of the globe thau
that of Cauada; but he ‘said that for
teu years the people had been misgov-
erenc.d by men who should no longer be
Eermlued to retain the power ig their
ands whish they had so greatly abused.
He alluded to McKenzio and Blake as
conspicuous examples of uble statesmen,
and said it was to such men the destinies
of the eountry should Lc entrasted.—
The electors of North Lauark, he con-
tended, would be unfaithful 1o their duty
if they failed to elect as their representa-
tive, one who would eonsistently support
them in  Parliament. :

Mr. Galbraith was then introdueed
to the meeting. He entered into a long
review of the polities of the past, and of
the reasons which had brought him into
publie life, as well as of the efforts that
had been made to eome to an arrange

went with Rosumond. He professed a
rcluetance to change his present position
us a repregentative of the Provineial
Legwslature, for a seat in the House of
Commons, but said that he had yielded
to the pressure of his friends, and having
been pominated by the convention, he
was now before them as the candidate
for the “Reform” party. He charged
the p(;atnt member with having be-
trayed the party in the past by support-
ing Bir Jogn and Cart'u[ﬂ', m{l ml«i
bim as one who had earried a free lanee
in Parlioment. His (Galbraith’s) ex-
—perience in public life had taught him
that a free lance was one which was
ready to strike for the highest bidder.
An elector eried out that Galbraith was
the freest lance in the whole of Lanark,
and “everybody knew - McDougell
was worth & dozen of him. (Laughter).
Galbraith woasd up by ssying ‘ that if
cleeted he would support in Parliawent
the men whom be believed had the con-
fidence of a majority of the eleetors of
North Lanark. He would support them
in opposition, and also io the Govern-
+ meot, if they got the control of the
_ﬁfurg of the md::? into their bands.
-~ A voiee~not t of it. (Laughter).
Mr Rosamond was then intSﬂmd,n)‘
sfter referring to the ¢
transpired

the ehairman, adygmeed to the front of
the platform, but his appearance evoked
po cothusiasm. He that he was

very glad again to have an opportusity
of:{aeeﬁng'tbe electors of North Lanark,
ulthough their present representative,
Mr. MeDougall, gave unwonted sigos of
irritation, because be thought he (Me-
Keozie) was intruding in his domain,-—
Well, ps be was; but as he had
stated in reply to a demand Mr. Me-
Dougall had made for the reasons why

he had come at the imvitation of some
of the leading reformers of the county,
tendered to. him many weeks ago,
when he’promisedthat if atall possible,
to pay s visit to some part of the county
during his temporary residenge at
Ottawa. He had dove- this with the
more willingness because of some inter-
esting meetings he had had the pleasure
of holding some five years ago in the
county. At that time, a new govern.
ment was being inaugurated for the
Dowminion; and he and those who acted
with him were propounding the prinei-
ples of the -opposition to that govern-
ment. MeDougall had thea chosen to
desert his old political: friends, and to
become not merely the ally of Sir John
A. McDonald, but a.sort of politieal
Janissary in his service. (Laughter).
He (McKeozie) had then laid down not
merely his views of public poliey, but he
had pointed out what he knew would be
verified at the end of this Parliament, if
he again had the pleasure of addressing
a Lanark audience.  One of the state-
wents be had then made wad that he
knew Sir John As MeDonald well ; that
he was confiident he had never sought
the assistance of Mr. Howland, Mr.
Ferguason-Blair and Mr. MeDougall from
any love for -reform or reformers, but
simply wished to use them as instru-
ments for accomplishing bis purpose of
retaining power ; that he was in a hope-
less minority in Ootario, and that he
(SirJohn) koew 1t would be utterly’
impossible for him to retain power for a
single session, without their aid. He
(VcKeuzie) -had then pointed out to
MecDougall, that as sure as he became an
ally of that man and his friends, he
would be kicked out the first opportua-
ity that offered. (Laughter). Well,
‘that very thing bad happened.  Me-
Dougall and two™ other reformers had
zone into the government, and at. gather-
ings of the people they had attended
throughout the west they had said
wot to mind speaking about parties afy
aore. There was anew Government
« union Government constituted to in-
augurate a new politieal era. we were to
have a “clean slate” to use Maedougall’s
words, and all that- wae to be written ou
that slate was to be pure patriotism
lorever after. There was to be uo more
partyism, all that was to be forgotten,
and it was to bs “all ‘Jamie Tamson’s
bairns after that. (Laughter) He
(Mackenzie) went on to say that after-
wards, when oune of the reformers who
went into the Government died and the
(uestion of appoiating a successor came
up, the compact between the two parties
was torn into shreds, and Morris, of all
men in the world, was taken into the
(sovernment in Ferguson-Blairs place—

a gentleman of whom he wished to speak

with respeet, but who had been a con

servative from his childhood. This had

been done mn obedience to the demand

of the conservative supporters of the
Government who no sooner were the
elections over which they had conducted
oa the pretence .of being Union men
than they boasted of their eonservative
majority. Sir Jobn had not only done
that, but Le had endeavored to get rid |
of Macdougall, who was inclined some

times to be very troublesome to his
leaders.  Sir .}'olm had no love.
lor Macdougall, as he (Mackenzie) bad
told them five yeurs ago and got rid of
him with a promise of a governship in
the” porth-west. No sooner, however,
had he marched to take possession of his
new priocipality than affective means
were taken to kéep hiwm out of it. He
had heen allowed to go to the verge of
his pew coustry and look over iato it
like another celebrated personage in
history who had been premitted to see the
promised land but not to -enter it.
(Luughter). Then when Howland went
ont of the Government, he had been
roplaced by Aikens, a very respectable
geotleman, but not one whe ever repre-
sented the reform party or who could
have been returoed as their representative
in apy constituency when reformers held
sway in'the country. The next veformér
to join tl;o;fovornment was Hincks who
in 1854 betrayed his own. pacty to
Joho A. Maedonald after having been
devounced by him a few days beforeasa
wman steeped’ to the lips in corruption.
Heé (Mackenzie) went on to ridicule the
pretengion that had been made by Hineks
when he issued 2 circular addressed to
the liberal party as its leader. He
(Mackenzic) asserted that the liberal
party had besn betrayed by a trick
which Mackenzie had aided in its incep-|
tion and out. Afterwards, as
he (Mackesgfe) bad foretold he had
been ousted bimself and became very
wrathy. He scknowledged that Maedou-

50 on all oceagions, 20d he had endeavored
to show- his sympathy for the gross
maoper in which be had been treated in
in the north-west business, but still it
must be eonfessed that he had onlf reap-
ed the whirlwiod where he had sown the
wind. He (Mackenzie) recollected how
farious Il had been after he
returned frow the wnorth-west—how
aoxious to break mp the Goverament and
to expose Sir Johuo's infamous conduect
in the affair of the vorth-west. He re-
collected too, that Maedougall had been |
pleased too speak in kind terms of himself
at some meetings he had held in this
Yeocng; and expressed a desire that
he (Mackenzie) should attend some of
those meetiogs with him, and that
in his tarn be should be invited to

the opposition. He

had taken yb’eh ]

he should come here, he would say that | though

gall had been ill-used. He had stated | P*
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able, with the expendi :
- . under his control to
e next
that it was fgplis

the : ,
knew Sir Jobe
| would retainpewer-se-lony. 4t was in
that spirit the work had been earried on
by the Goverament. Reformers had only
agreed to the construction of the railway
as part of the poliey of Confederation.
They bad reason to expect that as the
road was not built fordoo;nercial pn:;
poses the shortest an eapest Tou
would be adopted. Macdougall had
zht the same. They knew Govern:
ment hiad been divided upon the subject,
one portion being in favour of morth
shore and another in favour of central
route. They knew Musedougall as com-
missioner ‘had = received nl;)ﬁersb’ﬁalm
capitalists to-eonstruct a railway e
valley of the St. John which would
conneet the old Provinee of Canada with
the ports of St. John and Halifax for
eight millions or less than half the ecost
by the long route on the*north. Cartier
and his friends, however, had determined,
that the railway should pass through
the French counties bordéring the coast
of Gaspe and the bay of Chaleurs and
with his usual pertinacity the Québee
leader carried his point. M

and Tilley had yielded to his dictation,
and although they had , previously said
they would resign if the north shore
route was adopted they had done nothing
of the kind. The difference between
Macdougall and himself on this point/
was that while he had adhered to his
views in favour of the short and che
route, he (Macdougall) had yielded his.
In reference to the north-west he acknow-
ledged that Macdougall had done good
service in preparing the papers
conducting = the negotations and
for the transfer of the territory, but;the
conduet of the Government of which he
was a member was shameful in all their
measures as to the initiation of govern-
ment in that country. It wastrue that
the people there had some reason to
complain that the work should. have
been commenced without their being in
any way eonsulted. It was true they
had had reason to object when men were
sent like Captain Cameron, who had
charped a fence with an eye-glass
(lsughter) and whoghad been appoiated
beeause he was a friend and rehative of
one of the ministers. The fact that the
Licut.-Governor had set out with three
mioisters and a complete staff was
calculated to give offence to the people
of the country, but it was no justification
for their rising in rebellion, because they
ought to have known that the people of
(Canada would not have stood by and
seen them wronged. "The territory had
been settled by French and there was
wo doubt Cartier and his eolleagues had
conceived the idea of establishing there
a Freuch colony which would always re-
main under their influence, and dis-
courage settlement by people from other
parts of the Dominion. There was too
much reason to believe that the discon-
tent had been fanned by emissaries of
the Government, as well as by the Sec-
retary of State for the Provinees who,
while in the territory, had spoken iu the
most disparaging way possible of “this
country. Instead of dissuading them
from anything like insurreetion he had
done nothing whatever to allay the dis-
content that he had found prevailing—
They all knew what had followed—that
a Eortion of the people had risen in arms,
tuken possesgion of the Hudson Bay
Co.’s posts. ruled with tyraunie power,
imprisoned maay of the loyal population,
and murdered one of them. He (Mae
kenzie) proceeded to say that the
Government ought to have taken steps
to punish the authors of that murder,
but they had done nothing except, when
the rebels appointed Fauther Richot,
Judge Black and Scott as delegates te
Ottawa, to receive with the eonsidera-
tion due to plenipotentiaries, the repre—
sentatives of men who had committed all
these gross outrages and violated every
principle of jastice and honor. Heeon
tended that as events had progressed
sinee 1867 it had beeome more and more
apparent that his utterunces ifive years
ago were prophetic—that the country
was gradually but surely subjected to
the rule of a pure Tory party e¢laiming
to govern in the name of a so-called
coalition of parties. In 1864 he object-
ed to the formation of a eoalition because
he believed that if two parties were
uaited in onesgovernment, the party that
had a majority would nltimately manage
to secure some portiod of the weaker
party in the government, and that the
ranks of a party thus joining with the
ruling party wauld be so weakened as
to produce disastrous results in the
future. He had moved to that effect in
the eaucus of the liberal members of that
day, but although the motion was lost
he had from the interest he had taken
in the question of Union, ‘given iu his
adhesion to thz government for the time
being, hut with the convietion strongly
impldnted in his breast that the ‘epali-
tion could only be such an alliance ashe
bad at first su
sltimately have the effect to a ex-
tent of breaking down the lines dra
between parties in the conntry. ' Duriag
the five years through which he had just
ssed he had’endeavored to directhisat-
tention chiefly, not so mueh to the over-
throw of the goverument, which was of
course powerful in a-House selected as

le thet” railway

ten years to come,
for reformers 4o

of the Reform party together so that

tinet parties, battling for politieal prinei-
ples and power ia the country, when op-
posite parties formed- a fusion it was

upon one side or the other, but while he
was comparatively indifferent as to which
politieal side held power so faras he was
personslly coneerned, he was anxious
that the party which possessed it should
hold it by virtue of a common policy

on which they eould all usite without

system of govern
essential that all the members of a gov-

ly the ea;e
‘ (Applause.) He
next alluded to the attacks that had been

that these gentlemen were to be here to-

justified in presenting himself before

, ‘and that it would | ¢

this had been, as to gather all sections].
that there might again be formed two dis- |

sure $0 eause a departure from prineiple |

ment, he regarded it as |

hu '..1

sult of the approaching elections
bethcu-eudnn-hl:toﬁh pe !'
for the Legislature year, and
edbdapnbﬂa‘.-m,cf
Lanark to allow no division to

their ranks, but #o vote solidly
Galbraith as their next ‘

powers as the Bill they had
proposed to give them. It was for
taining such improper powers in
to the e iture of a much
that the of Oatario

the Sanfi Macdonald government.
How much stronger them shou

over this enormous expend

bilit{ of jobbery on a gigantic scale. He
concluded by expressing regret that Mr.
Blake had been too unwell to astend the
meeting, and retired amid the ¢heers of
a part of the audience. »

Hon. Mr. Macd | was received
with much heartiness when he advanced
to address the meeting. After express-
ing pleasure at seeing so many of bis
constituents present to hear questions of
great interest discussed, he said he ‘was
there to take issue in the most decided
manner possible with the remarks of the
gentleman who _bad preceded him.
Mackenzie in opesiing his ohservations
had referred to a cp dence that
had taken place with him as to the ob-
ject of this meeting and as to his (Mae-
kenzies) appearance in a constituency the
confidence of which he (Macdougall ) had
enjoyed for eight years past. He would
not have alluded to the matter if Mao—
kenzie had not chosen to speak of it.
On Friday evening last he (Macdougall )|
had found a note in the post office ad-
dressed to him by'a gentleman residing
in the constituency, stating that bills had
been posted up throughout the ridiag
announcing that Blake and Mackenzie
were to attend a meeting at Clayton to-
day for the purpose of addressing the
clectots. He (Macdougall) had certain-
ly been taken aback by the statement
that these great men, these eminent,
these distinguished leaders of the Liberal
party as it was called, should  think it
worth their while, Parliament being still
in session at Ottawa, and important pub-
lic business under consideration, to leave
their places, abandon their duties, and
come into the County of Lanark to at-
tend a political mceting. He certainly
was aware that a Convention to settle the
claims of two gentlemen who were before
the electors as candidites was to take
place, but h2 had made up his mind to
attend to his duties as their representa—
tive, and pot to interfere with the Con-
vention or regard the decision at which
they might arrive. But when he found

day, one if not both of them, and when
it was fair to presume that their object
in coming was to aid one of the parties
whose claims were in confliet, and to
pick hales in and find fault with his
(Macdongall's) comduct at the same
time, it seemed to him that he was

them—nay, more than that, it was his
right and duty to be present in order
that he phoula be able to justify the
choice the electors liad made eight years
and again five years ago, and to defend
himself againdt any assaults that might
be made upon him. He had felt too
that Mackenzie's acceptance of the invi-
tation without givieg him any hint of
his intention to attend this meeting,
although he was sitting near him in the
House, and they were on friendly per-
sonal terms, however much they * might
differ politically was, to say the least of
it, an act of discourtesy, and he (Mac-
dougall) had oot ‘hesitated to tell him
so. {(Laughter.) Mackenzie had stated
in reply that he did intend to be preseat
to-day, having an invitafion to
visit some of his friends in the Riding,
but that he could not admit there was
anything disecurteous in his doing so.
Well, as to that, he (Macdougall) wounld
if peed be, discuss the point before the
electors of North Lanark. In the mean-
time he was very glad that the  oppor-
tunity had been given to him to make
this explanation. He would now refer
shortly—and he would speak as rapidly
and briefly as he could—to the relations
that had existed between the electors of
this riding and himself for the last eight
years. He had come before them first
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(Laughter.)

countries enjoying comstitutional govern-
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other party opposed to them, who desired

It would be found an inavriable rule in
those countries, were free’ discussion in

tain it, and those who were out of power
were just as eagerly strivingon the other
hand to obtain it, and to that end were
always accusing the government of
abusiog their trust and initiating bad
measures. That was the case in Canada
as in other countries constitutionally
governed. It was not to be expected
that the Government of which he had
been a member would prove an exception
to the general rule; but he challenged
Mackeanzie or any man in this assemblage
to point to amy wrong-doimg]on his
part, to lay their finger upon a fingle
act of corruption, or. specify any mea-
sure whish he had been instrgmental as
a Minister in passing, which was ot for
the public good. - Why had not Mac-
kenzie, the leader of the Reform Party
in the House of Commons, and an able
man whose talent he (Macdougall) ad-
mired, whén he had thought it a proper
thing to do to come into his (Macdou-

zall’s) constituency if possible behind

his back and making railing accusations
against him,—why, he asked had not
Mackenzie pointed to some destructive
act, some bad measure he had supported

luring the time he had been in public

life? There had been no such attempt.’
The only complaint was that he had

'ntered a Coalition Government, that
he had separated himself from his party

n 1867, and that in doing so he had

ommitted.a great political crime. Be-
:ause he had not chosen to follow Geo.

3rown, who as he (Macdougall) stated

it the time; had deserted the ship, and

;one ashore before she had made a safe
harbor, because he had not done as that

ceotleman had done, abandomed the
‘vork upon which he had entered, and
betaking himself to his newspaper and
Bow Park farm, gave his attention to
making a fortune, and assailing every
1230 who rémained at his post—because
e had not done that, he was to be de-
rounced as one who had betrayed his
rarty. This gentleman, after inducing
Yim (Macdougall) to join him in form

ing the coalition, after laborinz with
Lim to make their friends in the House
¢nd country look favourably upon the
tew arrangement for the sake of -the
great object they all had in view, after
ratting him in that position before the
world, had turned around amd accused
!'im of having abandoned his principles
#nd betrayed his Country. Why, after
#ssailing Cartier and John A. for years,
Fad not George Browa folded them in
tis arms, worked heartily with them and
lsuded them as Statesmen—his speeches
vere a record—and yet because Galt
v-as sent on behalf of the Government
t> Washington -instead of himself, he
tad left the Ministry in the lurch, had
cone ashore in the jolly-boat, had left-
tiis colleagues to sink or swim as best
they might, had given Confederation
the go-by and had left the great work
io be battled for and accomplished by
those whom he had deserted. Now, he
{ Macdougall) asked in the name of common
sznse and common honesty; was that a part
which a statesman should have played, was
“hat a course of conduct thatreflected credit
*'pon any public man? Was the man to be
j raised or condemned who, having once de-
voted himself to a noble object, gnd taken
ia band a great work, abandoned it because
¢ a petty personal feeling? Was the man
1-ho stood to his ground faithfully, undis-
taayed by obstacles, to be subjected to con.
tamely and false accusations, and held to be
¢ uilty of everything that was dastardly and
1aworthy ? He had remained there till the
*sork was done which he had undertaken to

Thmm- ?

mﬂe,nﬂmulm‘wly

douc in the matter? If the fyles of that
journal were turned over it would be found
that it had dene nothing whatever to promote

; | the adoption of the short route. The road

had been regarded asa work of great miljtary
importagce, and for Imperial reasons the
route by the bay of Chaleurs had been tirged
as that which, in case of necessity, would be
most available for the defence of the country,
whereas the short route, which MacKenzie
now contended for, but not before, did not
meet with the approval of the Imperial
authorities. The government had decided
that thc military, although the longer was
the better line. Now, there was no question

- of political principle in that. MacKensie—

Hear, hear. - MacDougall asked if MacKenxie
meant to say that there was any political
principle involved? MacKenzie—I do. Mac-
Dougall was astonisned; and ventured, to as<
sert that the Hon. gentleman would not have
said so on the floor of Parliament. He had
said it here because he thought boldmess of
assertion would have an effect upon the<peo-
ple. He (MacDougall) maintained that this
involved no political principle whateyer. It
was ridiculous to say that it did. It was simply
aquestion of material interest and expediency.
One Province, Nova Scotia, was unanimous
in favourof the route by the bay of Chaleurs,
because it seemed to be the most direct route
to Halifax, while a large party in New Bruns-
wick was in favour of it for local reasons.
Lower Canada approved of it almost toa man ;
and although MacKenzie talked about politi-
cal principle in the case his rouge friends
were all against him and in_ favour of the
Robinson line, Dorion and Holton being
among those who had voted for it Then when
he came to Ontario what had he fonnd? He
had looked at the Globe newspaper from day

to day expecting some declaration on its part,
It knew well that there was a difference of
opinion in the government, and that Tilly
Howland and' himself were endeavoring to
secure the adoption of the shorter route. But

had George Brown given them any assis-
ce? No, he had thought that there was
a crisis in the government upon the subject,
and that was the great point he had in view.

Here was a question in dispute likely to em-
barrass the ministry and in order to encour-
age a result of that kind what had he done,

Why, he had. made the Globe preserve a
silence like that of the grave. Day after day

had he (MacDougall) watched for some sign,

but in vain.. The Globe was a great organ

of public opinion, exercising a wide influence.

It had been and until recently continued to

be the leading jonrnal of the country, and

even yet is circulated largely throughout the

Dominion. With this organ under his con-

trol Brown could have brought great influence

in favour of the adoption of one route or the

other, but the Globe had given no indication

of what course it would take—had done no-

thing to aid and strengthen those who were

struggling for the route by the valley of the
St. John. A gentleman who had gone up to
Toronto from Ottawa called at the Globe

office and urged upon Brown the importance

of his declaring himself, pointing out that in

the peculiar state of the question Sir John
would be gunided by popular opinion and that
if the Globe took ground it might have an
important effect upon the result. What was
the answer Brown had given? Why, that
the government experienced a difficulty in
the matter which might'pmw very serious,
and that it was not his business to help them
out of it. It was for this reason he had

played fast and loose with the question ; and
¢hat was the kind of help Brown and the
Globe had given—that was the kind of
patriotism, that was the kind of honesty he
had displayed when a matter which affected
30 deeply the interests of the country was
open for scitlement, (Cheers) § Now, if they
turned to the course that had been pursued
by MacKenzie it would be found on reference
to the Confederation debates that he had then
maintained that the bay of Chaleurs route
was the proper route to be adopted. Mac-
Kenzie—nothing of the kind. MacDougall

wondered at the hardihood of the Hon. gen-
tleman in denying what he had said in that
speech. He (MacDougall) would undertake
to produce his very words from the official
report. .The gentlemen present who arg
taking notes will not let this matter slip.

Through their instrumentality the world is
kept too well informed to make it safe for
gentlemen to contradict each other on matters
of fact. MacKenzie—you well know itis
not a matter of fact. MacDougall would
have something to say abont that again. In

the meantime he would mention that when

in the government he had déclared that be-
fore the road by the north shore was com-
pleted the probability was that the shorter

line would be built for commercial purposes.
That indeed was now coming true, for a
company had been chartered to build the
road, and it was probable that it would be
completed. and -in running order before
the _ Intercolonial railway was finished.

He was not prepared to say that the road by
the bay of Chaleur was wholly useless, for

<9, dnd baving once put his hand to the
1 lough had kept it there till the farrow-was:
iarned. That wasthe course which he bad
‘slt it due to his comscience- and %o
apd heére was
fie today claiming as their re-
rwresentative a due ghare of credit for the ac.
<omplishment of thatgreat work and having
“he happiness of hearing from the chairman

"1 hat it was appreciated by the acknowledge-

‘aent that the people were prosperous,
Lmappy, contented and free from burdensome
‘axation, (Cheers.) and he stood proudly be-
‘are his constituents to say that in bringing
sbout Confederation, in securing to the peo-
sleof this country a gemeral government
“hat they could contrel, with Provincial ad-
ninistrations to satisfy all their local wants ;
n aiding to bring about that prosperity and
sappiness which he saw all around him,
wd which, sanguine as he was, he had hard-
y hoped to live to wiiness; in adopting
“hose measures which could result in the
<onstraction of a railway across this broad
Jominion from ocean fo ocean, a work
‘vhich would have sach an important and
“reneficient effect in opening up to settlement

in a financial and commercial point- of view

might turn out that the expenditure upon
it was justifiable ; but at the time the route
had been determined people were not so ac-
customed to railway building as now. ' They
had not learned to comnstract lines at small
expense into the wilderness, and it might
prove when the intercolonial was opened
that it possessed greater value than people a
few years ago supposed. (applause) Mac-
Kenzie and politicians of that stamp might
stand up here and pronounce, excathedra,
upon many things, declaring that some men
were incapable and corrupt, while others
were all that was pure and right. - But time
tried all men and all things ; and expericnce
had shown that those who were S0 frec in
their strictures upon others were not so pure
and honest, so wise and patriotic as they pro-
fessed to be, This brought hiln to a point
in regard to which he gave them his word it
had not been his intention to make the slight-
est allusion, if MacKenzie had not himself
referred to the doings of the Ontario govern-
ment, He (MacDougall) knew from what
had occured in the House of Commons that

.| was the avowed purpose, and it had already

ment, but while bargaining with them qh‘*
the position he was to occupy he had written
"down to his friends at Ottawa, for what ? Was
for the purpose of aiding the political and
party objects of those who had been so sud-
seized with an appreciative idea of his
merits? No, but f8r the purpose of assisting
‘the perty with which he had long been ac-
‘customed 60 act at Ottawa ; add he (MacDou-
gall) had no hesitation in declaring, for it
was of proof, that Scott had deliber-
ately accepted the office tendered him by
IBlake and MacKenzie for the purpose of
breaking the neck of the party of which they
were leaders. (Cheers and laughter) That

been accomplished, becanse the whole ery of
these men had been against coalitions and
yet the moment the opportunity offered they
had formed a coalition themseclves. They
had renounced with unsparing vehemence
the administration of Sandfield MacDonald,
whb, while he (MacDougall) was addressing
[them lay upon his deathbed and might pass
away from the world at any moment, His
record would'show that there had been one
‘man connected with the affairs of this coun-
try at all events who had kept faith with the
public,who had felt an interest in every pro-
posal that was for the improvement of the
people, and who had in the broadest “and
truest sense the good of the country at heart.
He (MacDougall) knew him well, for he had
long been associated with him in the politics
of the country and had been one of his col-
leagues in his first government. That gov-
ernment amid great difficultics had accom-

plished great measures, and | initiated
valuable and important refor‘thu finan-
cial and administrative departments of the
country. He (MacDougall) appealed to all
who had been his colleagues at that time—
there were three of them now on the bench—
he appealed to every man who had ever been
associated with him in public life, whether,
even in the intimacy of those confidential
relations which existed between members of
a government, there had ever been a single
case where MacDonald had made or suggest-
ed or listened to & corrupt proposal or ap-
proved of an act which he did not believe to
be for the benefit of his country. (Cheers)
Even Mr. Galbraith, sound and honest re-
former as they-saw he was, during the four
years he had been in the Legislature, had
frequently felt compelled to separate himself
from his friends and vote for the measures of
Sandficld’s Government. Well, after having
as a party denounced that Government he-
cause it was a coalition in what position did
this Reform party par excellence stand today ?
In what position in this County ? They had
only to look at what had been done that very
day to see its dishonesty. Here was Mr.
Rosamond, who was and has been all his life
a Conservative. On what ground did he re-
ceive support in the Convention of Reform-
ers just held if it was nota?‘mlition? Had
they not made a bargain with this Conserva-
tive and hLis Conservrtive
that they, would determine by means
of this Convention which was the
stronger Candidate, Rosamond or Galbwaith.
and this having becn agreed to, had they not
made up this amusing little race to see ' which
should get the majority ?  And now that the
Rosamond horse had lost (laughter) were
they not at daggers drawn again, cach party
resolved to oppose the other and calling on
its friends to fight i* out to the end. What
did all this mean, . < cpt that even the, pure
Reformers of North Lamark were not after
all so hostile to Coalitions when they had an
object to ‘ He (MacDongall) apprehend-
ed that it was not so much to the principle of
Coalition that Mr. MacKenzie and other
eaders of the party objected as to the fact
that others had formed a Coalition which did
not happen to meet their approval. Now,
what was the doctrine that had been laid
down by Mr. MacKenzie upon this subject ?
He (MacDougall) had with him a report .of
the Toronto Comvention in 1867, where he
had been present and had had an opportunity
of expressing his views. He had then taken
the same line of argument that he did today ,
and what he had told the Reformers then as-
sembled had come to pass that at the end oi
five years Mr. Mackenzie would find himself.
not a member of a great and united party;
extending its influence into all parts of the
Dominion, but with a little faction at his
back in Ontario; and no support any where
else. (Laugnter) That was the natural re-
sult of the course that gentleman and his
colleagues had pursued. and now they stood
a helpless minority in one Province, with the
other five Provinces against them. Of the
six Proyinces in the Union this Clique had
an existence only in one, and could not count
upon a single hearty adherent from any of
the other five. It was only last night in the
House of Commons that they had been forced
to occupy the humiliating position of secing
Blake move A Resolution about the eastern
terminus-of the Pacific Railway and then
LMr. Dorion moving.-another in an exactly
contrary sense, with the rouges of Quebec
voting against Mr. Mackenzie and his Cleay
Grits from Ontario, and vice versa. These
gentlemen in the West assumed to be the
only Reformers in the country, and it was
upon this assumption that they had called
the convention to which he referred. They
completely. ignored the existence of Reform-
ers anywhere else than in their own narrow
circle ; and yet there were men in the Lower
Provinces, who, having spent a large part of
their lives in fighting the battle of constitu-
tional government, who had earned the dis-
tinction of being true Reformers, and who,
not without réason, had felt very much in-
sulted when Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. Blake,
both of them comparatively new to political
life, got up and boasted that they were Re-
formers and pure men, while all others who
differed from them were Tories and Corrup-
tionists. (Cheers). Somewof these gentlemen
had been battling for Reform long before
Blake or Mackenzie _had been heard of, and
those who opposed them—the Conservatives
of the Maritme Provinces—where were they
to befound? What was Mr. Jones of Halifax
or Mr. Smith of Westmoreland? Had they
notalways been Conservatives ?and yet they
sat in the House of Commons today as op-
ponents of the government, the allies of Mr.
Mackengie if they were the allies of anybody,
and forming almost the only supporters he
had from the Lower Provinces. He (Mr.
Macdougall) had said before, and he was not
ashamed to repest the statement here that as
politics affected the material interests of the’
whole country, as the welfare of the people
was involved in the character of the govern-
ment under which they lived, it was our duty
to look at things ih a practical light ; and,
although, he had been taken to task for it he
had on fitting occasions proclaimed that he
was, and wished to be considered a practical
politician. (Cheers and laughter). They
might laugh gt the declaration, but le fancied
that when the laws adopted by their Parlia:
meiit and legislature came to be enforced
they would find them to be of & very practi-
cal character ; that when their tea and coffee

supporters

(Applaus )
dougall) desired to call their attention was
this—that the
field Macdonald had appropriated a million
and a half to aid the construction of rail-
ways ; that a law had been passed strictly
defining how that money was to be expend-
ed ; and that subsidies were to be given ac-
cording to the character of the work,
ing from $2,000 to $4,000 per mile
people who lived in the back country—those
whom he (Mr. Macdotgall) was addressing
—would see by this proposition how solici-
tcus Mr. Sandfield Macdonald had been to
benefit those parts of the Province where,
owing to t!:u want of railway communica.
tion, the people were comparatively poor
and the land to a great extent unsetticd

the
There was a gentlemen in the Government
who had been with him (Mr. Macdougall) in
the County of Grey, for whose abilities he
had great respect, and who had so success-
fully defended the Government there before
the people against the attacks of their op-
ponents, that Mr. Blake was very glad to
enter into a compromise by which they
agreed on both sides to return home and
leave the .constituency to determine the
eleetion itself.
for Sandfield’s administration, that Messis.

P ——
came before them to tic :le them with fine
words, which, as they a | knew, “buttered no
parsaips.” (Laughter.) This brought hin
%o a resolution Mr, Ma kenzie had moved
at the Toronto Conven! on, which he would
recall to their memory. It was to this efiect,
“That €onlitions of opj osing political par.
“ties for ordinary adm’nistrative purposes,
“inevitably resnit in {1¢ abandonment of
“principle by one orjbe 'h parties tothe com,
“pact, the lowering of public morality,
“lavish pulgllc expendi ure and widespread
“corruption.” That vas'a pretty serious
charge, and he (Mr. Ms 2dougall) would like
to know whether the < vils here described
had been the result of he coalition of My,
R. W. Scott, of Ottawa_ the Tory, and M.
Alexander Mackenzie, of Lambron, the Re.
former? They had b longed to opporing
political parties, and [ the compact into
which they entered ha: not been for udi-
nary adminigtrative p lrp;)s--n, what othey
purpose had they in viow ? Was it hot for
ordinary administrativ: purposes that Mr,
Scott had accepted the >ffice of Commission -
er of Crown Lands, on: of the most practic-
al offices in the Govern neint, the administra-
“tion of which he (Mr. Macdougall) would
have somethinig to suy about at another
time, for he had illustrations of it which it
was right should be laid before the public
Well, Mr. Mackenzie, beig one who was
ready enough to preach for the benefit of
others, had laid down the doctrine in regard
to Coalitions which he had read, and was
now in the position of one who knew that
if true it could be properly applied to him.
self. Was it not true that “the lowering of
public morality, lavish expenditure and
widespread corruption” had followed as_ the
inevitable result of the Blake.Scott combina-
tion.? Mr. Sandfield Macdonald and his
government, having by a jidicions and
economical policy saved three millions of
public money, had thonght that something
should be done to meet the demand for
railway improvement, and out of that =xnr.
plus they had therefore proposed that a
million and a half shonld be taken to ajd
these works of public utility.,  Because of
that proposal Mr, Sandfield Macdonald had
been assailed and denounéed without stint,
and Mr. Mackenzie .had told them to-day
that he and his party ad cardied the el
tions last year because it was the policy of
the government to spend the money in that
way. (Mr. Mackemzic: I did nothing of the
kind.) Mr. Macdougell said the honorable
gentleman seemed very impatient in listen-
ing for once to the tenth, but if he wished to

deny or explain it away, he wonld have an
epportunity afterwards,
no good was to be accomplished by inter-.

In the meantime,

ruptions on his part or that of his fiiends.
The poiut to which he (Mac-
Sand-

Government- of Mr.

rang-
The

These people had long been in difficulties;
their means of access to market were insuf-

ficient, and the produce often remained on

their farms when they conld have disposed

of 1t profitably if there had been proper

facilities for moving it- Tt was a patriotic

view the government had taken when they

resolved that their expenditura should
be so made as to benefit these people who
had been long left to struggle without as.
gistance or encouragement. It is said they
had been defeated at the elections upon this
wise and commendable policy. He denied
that, for the returns showed that notwith.
standing the false cries and misrepresenta-
tions of the Glohe, and the party it acted
with, they had a majority of four or five in
the new Arsembly when the elections wer:
over. What had then taken place.  When
the Legislature met, one-tenth of the seats
were vacant, in consequence of a law rather
absurdly framed, he thought, which required
that in every case where there had been =
protest, and an elected member had been
unseated, there could not be & new election
until the House had met, a Speaker had been

chosen, and new writs issued to fill the

vacancy. It had thus occurred that oni -
tenth of the people of the Province were left
without a voice in the Legislature, and in

this situation of affairs, these fpure, honest

and fiir-minded men had concluded that
that was their opportunity, and seized it.
Nearly all of -the members who ‘had
been unseatéd were supporters of the Gav-

ernment, and in their absence<before they
could be again elected, as most of them had
been—these gentlemen had sprang a motion
of want of confidence wpon the House, and
after days of debate, after employing every
kind of artifice in order to win over support,

they had succeeded in just eveunly dividing
House. What had then happened ?

It happened unfortunately

Wood and Blake returned by the same train

to Toronto, for after that Mr. Wood had
failed to exhibit as much enthusiasm as be-
fore in support of the Goverament.
marked coolness had come over him,.and in
talking about the prospects of the: Govarn-
ment, he had showa a disposition to evade -
the stibject, when he did speak magaitying
the difficulties of the position and represent-
ing things generally to be very blue.
(Langhter.) It wasobserved as the struggle

A

proceeded that there were remarkable goings

and comings of members of the opposition,

between the House and Mr. Wood’s room
in the building. It was observed, too, that

just at the critical part of the debate a note

passed bétween the leader of the opposition
and the Hon, Treasurer on the Government
benches, which note contained the words
“Speak now!” The moment had then ar-
rived for Mr. Wood to stand up and avow
himself. Mr. Blake, with the shrewdness
and cunning which distingnished him as &
Chancery lawyer, saw that the moment had
arrived to strike, and 8o the fatal thrust in
the dark had been given, which had jput an
end to the Sandfield Macdonald Government,
Now, he (Macdougall) would like to know
whether all these things indicated that fair-
mess, that homesty, that open aud frank
wanner of dealing with puablic questions
which shonld characterise the conduct of
public men ? Was it a creditable and land-
able wayto succeed in a party ebject by
seducing from his alleginuce a member of
the Government who b to be weak
and vacillating ? He did not think it was;
but that was the way Mewsrs. Mackenszie

bowerer, of forming s pure party admisis-




