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A THIN PROGRAMME

Does the Hon. Mr. Pugsley expect a
wave of enthusiasm for Mesers. Purdy,
Lantalum, Sears and Skinner to follow his
guarded announcement about “bérings in
Courtenay Bay?’ The party workers, who
had waited long and patiently for the ar
rival of the Minister of Public Works, ex-
pected some political thunder and light-
ning to follow his coming. They had con-
fidently predicted that Dr. Pugsley would
unfold a few schemes that would make the
electors of this much promised constitu-
ency sit up in astonishment or yield at
discretion. Therefore the interview which
Hon. Mr. Pugsley wrote for a government
newspaper—there 1s no mistaking the
workmanship—fell upon the expectant like
a wet blanket., Borings in Courtenay Bay,
to be sure! Why, Ald. McGoldrick and
General Manager Morse of the G. T. P.
discussed that mighty enterprise a full
month ago, and reports of their conference
were followed by absolutely no evidence
of public excitement. The boring can
gcarcely be finished until after March 3,
and when it is done there will be no de-
velopment which can properly be held to
bear upon the provincial elections. There
is, too, no disguising the fact that the
politicians are more interested in the
Grand Trunk Pacific’s possible intentions
than the officials of that road are in St.
John harbor. If they want terminal
facilities here they will establish them;
but evidently they are not to be hurried
even by the necessities of the local govern-
ment which has an election on its hands
and needs campaign material however ir-
relevant. -

Did the Hon. Mr. Pugsley ever hear of
the Central Railway? Some weeks ago
Mr. Frank Carvell, M. P., made the an-
nouncement that within seven days that
monument to the financial genius of our
provincial politicians would be taken over
by the new transcontinental road. The
immediate occasion for this statement is
now forgotten. The same statement had
been made, in and out of the Legislature,
by Dr. Pugsley and others, though Mr.
Carvell was the first to mention a week
as the-timit of uncertainty. Soon after
Mr. Carvell made this assertion the Legis-
lature was dissolved. It was still con-
fidently asserted by local government lead-
ers that the Central business would be
fixed up saitsfactory by Dr. Pugsley, not-
withstanding the evident fact that the
Central must remain the property of the
province until the new Legislature meets
and deals with any offer which may be
made for the $1,260,000 railway. Still, the
more sanguine who awaited the arrival of
Dr. Pugsley asserted that he certainly
would announce the sale of the road. In-
stead he talked about borings in Cour-
tenay Bay.

He did not even mention the Valley
railway. At last accounts Messrs. Mac-
Eenzie & Mann would not take up that
project unless the proposed guarantee of
bonde were doubled. Here again there is
difficulty. No increased guarantee can be
promised or discussed until the Legisla-
ture meets again. The Central and the
Valley roads are thus eliminated as cam-
paign arguments, for while much may be
loosely said of them by campaign orators,
the people of every constituency know that
nothihg can be settled regarding these pro-
jects until long after the fate of the local
government has been decided at the polls.

To make Mr. Purdy a fo’castle member
of the government, vice the Hon. James
Barnes retired, is not the sort of feat
which fires a constituency with zeal for the
administration. But to talk about bor-
ings in Courtenay Bay is little better, par-
ticularly if the government supporters are
left to infer that this is the best kind of
campaign material there is in sight. Dr.
Fugsley must do better. A programme sO
thin as that he has outlined will leave
tne local government a prey to sheer pub-
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INDUCEMENTS
Mr. E. H. Allen was I. C. R.
agent. Mr. W. D. Carter was Indian com-
Mr. Edward Sears; Mayor,

kad made it known that he did not desire
to enter local politics, but wanted to be-
come postmaster. Failing that he intend-
ed again to be a mayoralty candidate.

Today these gentlemen are local govern-
ment candidates. In St. John city, in
York, and in Kent, the discredited local
government had encountered great diffi-
culty in securing candidates of the sort
desired. In the House of Commons yes-
terday Mr. O. S. Crocket directed atten-
tion to the use of the Federal patronage
in aiding the local government to fiill the
gaps in its line of candidates. He traced
the connection between the personal am-
bitions and desires of Messrs. Sears, Allen
and Carter and their appearance as apolo-
gists for the Robinson administration. In
the main he rehearsed facts which have
long been public property and the theme
of public discussion. He drew from the
ministerial benches the expected virtuous
assertion that no guarantee of Federal re-
ward had been given to the candidates in
question, and that so far as Sir Wilfrid
and his colleagues are aware these candi-
dates are animated entirely by a sincere
and unselfish desire to forward the inter-
ests of the people of the constituencies to
which they are now appealing. The same!
unselfish desire, no doubt, is responsible
for Col. McLean’s activity in Queens and
Sunbury in company with a government
engineer, and for Mr. A. B. Copp’s will-
ingness to draw pay from the public treas-
ury in spite of the fact that he is a mem-
ber of the Legislature and his party’s or-
ganizer.

But we have Mr. Sears’ own admission
that he is an applicant for a Federal office,
and his further explanation that his pres-
ent activities are by way of qualification
for the reward he seeks at the hands of
the Dominion government. In a word,
the people of this province are thoroughly
convinced that Mr. Crocket’s protest
against Federal intervention in the pro-
vincial contest, and his explanation of the
particular cases he cited, are equally well
founded. The local government’s record
and standing made it necessary to offer
unusual inducements in several instances
in order to secure candidates, and while it
may be true that these gentlemen have not
‘“got it in writing”’ there is a general ex-
pectation that they will be rewarded soon
after the close of the campaign.

claims

missioner.

A SIGNIFICANT DISCLOSURE

Europe is interested in a peep at things
behind the scenes in Russia, due to a
recent diplomatic indiscretion. The French
ambassador at St. Petersburg sent a let-
ter to a friend in Paris, forgetting that
the secret police in the Czar's capital are
curious and do not scruple to intercept
and study any correspondence they sus-
pect to be of political interest. The police
regarded the ambassador’s letter as tooI
sympathetic with the Russian revolution-
ists, and when its conténts had been im-
parted to the Czar and to the French!
foreign office M. Bompard was recalled to
Paris. .

His letter was one of considerable frank-
ness. He intended to give his friend in
Paris the result of his pereonal observa-
tions in Russia and he gave a candid ac-
count of conditions there which, he be-
lieves, make for the success of revolution,
and that relativaly soon. But the letter
is especially interesting because of its ex-
pression of doubt whéther French holders
of Russian securitiés will ever see their
principal again, and also because of his be-
lief that “a new war between Japan and!
Russia may occur, in which the United
States may play a leading role.” When
this renewal of strife comes, M. Bompard
expects that the Russian people will over-
throw bureaucracy.

Naturally this discloseure has set on foot
a flood of speculation as to how or why
the United States should become involved,
and as to what is to be the immediate
excuse for a renewal of hostilities by Rus-
sia and Japan. As to the Russian revo-
lution, thepe are many conservative ob-
servers who agree with M. Bompard’s
opinion that the present term of repression
cannot be of long duration. A period of
disorder and violence during the early
spring is generally expected.

COLD COMFORT

A large crowd filled the Opera House
last evening to hear Hon. Mr. Pugsley,
Attorney General McKeown, and the
local government's city candidates, and
this large crowd learned with disappoint-!
ment that the Minister of Public Works
proposes to run this election on borings
in Courtenay Bay. Hundreds of sanguine
friends of the local government who had
been promising one another that Hon. Mr.
Pugsley would say or do something to set
this constituency on fire, last evening wait-
ed in vain for anything more inspiring
than an expression of his belief that some
day the Central railway would be taken
over by the Grand Trunk Pacific as a
short cut to St. John. But that is the
old story. No date was mentioned. The
Minister said there might be delay. He
read a portion of a letter from Mr. Hays
of the G. T. P. in regard to the Central,
saying that it was at present unfit for
{runk line purposes and that if it should
be utilized by the transcontinental it
would have to be improved and continued
in a direct line to St. John. Mr. Hays
made no offer for the Central. He gave
no pledge to buy it. He made it clear’
that in its present condition he did not |
think much of it. Also, he suggested bor-
irgs in Courtenay Bay.

The people of St. John have an abiding
and well founded faith in their port. It
much freight ever comes east from Quebee
they believe the bulk of it should come to
tidewater here. But they know that if
the Grand Trunk Pacific comes to St. John |
it will come for business reascns, and that |
its coming or its failure to come is in no |
way related to the matters now at issue!
between the people of this province and1
the local government. Naturally, those
who went to the Opera House expected to |

hear that all the pramises made with 17 l

spect to the Central were at last to take
some definite form. They have heard Dr.
Pugsley talk about the Central.for sev-
eral years past. -They have had his re-
peated assurance that it was about to be
transferred to the Grand Trunk Pacific.
Last night they expected something defin-
ite, and they did not get it. What were
they to think of Dr. Pugsley’s previous
statements about the Central, and of Mr.
Carvell’s recent assertion that within
seven days the arrangement with the G.
T. P. would be made? What has the
Grand Trunk Pacific to do with this local
election? Nothing, of course. The inten-
tion was, as everybody knows, to have
Mr. Morse’s visit to St. John followed by
an announcement that he must have the
Central immediately at any price. That
announcement, had it been made, would
have been no defence for the local govern-
ment which spent the people’s money un-
der the false pretence that the Central
was to be pushed through to Gibson. But
in a campaign in which government cam-
paign material is woefully scarce some ad-
vantage was expected from this source.
Dr. Pugsley’s failure to deliver the goods
in this matter was the really significant
feature of last night’s meeting.

Nor did Dr. Pugsley build the Valley
railroad. - When it became evident that
he- could make no definite or new state-
ment about the Central, his audience ex-
pected that he would at least produce
another telegram from Mr. D. D. Mann
and assure them that in the near future
long trains from the golden West would
be rolling down the banks of the St. John
over a railroad constructed through a lav-
ish provincial guarantee of bonds. But
there was no telegram from Mr. Mann.
Hon. mr. Pugsley seemed to have for-
gotten the Valley road. If he did not
forget it he did not care to inform his
audience that the project had evaporated.
The act guaranteeing the company’s bonds,
which was passed last year on the strength
of Mr. Mann’s telegram, has been with-
out effect. There was talk some time ago
about an arrangement still more favorable
to the railway builders. There was men-
tion of a guarantee twice as large as that
passed last session. It is highly significant
that, while he defended all of the acts of
the local government in his speech * last
evening, Hon. Mr. Pugsley had not the
courage to suggest to the people of this
province the idea of doubling the amount
promised to Mackenzie & Mann. The
Valley needs a railroad. It is entitled to
one. But the people who dwell along the
river must be getting tired of these rail-
roads which take form only at election
time and drop out of sight afterwards.

Certainly those who waited for campaign
material in Dr. Pugsley’s speech, 'must
have been gravely disappointed when they
discovered that the Central business is
just where -it was, that there is nothing
doing about the Valley railway, and that
the only comfort the Minister has to give
at present is contained in his repetition of
the statement about Courtenay Bay. The
position of the local government ticket in
the eity is not improved by the address
of the Minister of Public Works. Of course
he appealed to the electors to strengthen
him at Ottawa by supporting the local
administration, but they know there is no
connection between Ottawa and the pres-
ent elections, and they fully realize that
however soundly the local government may
be beaten on March 3, Hon. Mr. Pugsley,
with a Federal election ahead of him, will
do no less for St. John or the province
merely because the people unhorsed a seg
of self-seeking and reckless politicians who
have abused their confidence and exhaust-
ed their patience. The lesson of last
night’s meeting is that the local govern-
ment can expect no aid from Ottawa in
the way of convincing promises. Aid of
another sort, it is true, may be forthcom-
ing. But so far as campaign arguments go
the local government candidates must
work out their own salvation. The Min-
ister’s speech will give the party workers |
a severe chill, and the party managers will |
now begin to realize the size of the con-
tract they have in attempting to elect the
ticket they selected.

KEEP THE ISSUE CLEAR

On March 3 the electors of this province
are to vote for or against the local govem-]
ment, because of its conduct in handling |
the affairs of this province. Attempts are |
now being made in every quarter to divert |
the minds of the people from the main |
issue. This is a provincial election. VVe;
are choosing representatives to administer |
local. affairs. The local government’s |
course in ruining the roads of this province !
is not to be explained by referring to the |
Federal government’s aid to the port of |
St. John. The local government’s reckiess‘
use -of public funds is not to be obscured 1
by appeals to the people to hold up the |
hands of Hon. Mr. Pugeley. The fact that |
Messrs. Purdy; Lantalum, Skinner and |
Sears are willing to defend every act of
the discredited local government and are
appealing to the people as its color bear- |
ers is the evidence by which they must |
be judged here. They cannot expect to get l

votes because of something a Conservative |
Federal government did or failed to do
many years ago.. They are the men whoj
are asking that they be sent to represent |
this constituency. Two of them voted for;
the most objectionable acts of the local!
government, and the other two would notg
now be the candidates.of that govern- !
ment unless they were equally blind to
the public welfare.

In choosing their new Legislature the
people of New Brunswick do mot desire
and will not tolerate any dictation from
Otfawa. The Minister of Public Works
was the most reckless of the local govern-
ment spendthrifts in his time at Frederic-
ton. It is natural that he should now
seek to defend his record there. He is
to proceed from St. John to other points

|
i
|

in the province to urge the people to over-

look the short-comings of the local govern-;
ment and think only about the great '
things that he will do for them if they will
but give this weakened and discredited
administration one more chance. That is
merely an attempt to confuse the issue.
The local government is either fit or un-
fit. It either has merit enough of its own
to justify its return to power, or it is

f not say, but may have intended to say:

i line? No one will be surprised
| Pugsley intentionally omitted from

worthy of the most drastic remedy the
electors can apply on March 3. The ap-
pearance of Hon. Mr. Pugsley as counsel
for the defence, pleading for = leniency,
must not turn public attention from the
wretched record upon which alone the
local government is to be judged.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley’s appeal has nothing
to do with the Highway Act; it does not
refer to the school book robbery; it does
not explain the condition of the provine-
‘jal finances; it will not prevent the tax-
payers from paying interest on bonds is-
sued to pay interest on other bonds; it
will not convert the Hon. James Barnes
into a Great Public Asset, nor the Hon.
E. H. Allen into a real Provincial Secre-
tary; it will not give the.people value for
their money spent on the Central Road
or extend that road to Gibson; it will not
restore the momey voted for agriculture
but spent upon officials and traveling ex-
penses; it will not eatisfactorily explain
to the electors the management of and
the expenditure in connection with the
provincial department of public works.

These are provincial issues. These are
some of the questions by which the voters
will judge Premier Robinson and his can-
didates in every ‘constituency. In every
county other question will be introduced,
other issues imported for the purpose of
causing the people to forget the local gov-
ernment’s reckless extravagance and neg-
lect of public interests. But the local
government must stand or fall because of
local issues, and, judging it by these, the
people will remember what sort of gov-
ernment they are inviting if they cast
their votes for the government candidates.
Tet us keep the issue clear.

WHAT HE INTENDED TO SAY ?

In his address at-the Opera House on
Friday evening Hon. Mr.. Pugsley did not

in his Opera House speech on Friday night
last, sought to convey the impression that
his attitude in 1903 was due to differences
with Hon. Mr. Tweedie, he forgot how
sternly he asserted the ghastly contrary
the day before the last election. After
contending in his letter that the local gov-
ernment had absolutely no claim upon ‘the
Liberal party, that it was known to all as
a coalition government and had repeatedly
so described’ iteelf, Mr. Sears proceeded to
intimate that the administration of the
day was dishonest. “Our civic debt is
rapidly increasing,” he wrote, ‘“and our
provincial authorities are following suit,
and personal ambition and personal emolu-
ment seem to sink every other considera-
tion.” We know not what belief or know-
ledge lay behind this sinister assertion, but
whatever he knew or guessed was enough
for Mr. Sears. He announced that the
government, in the language of the Good
Book, had been weighed in the balance and
found wanting. “Are we,” he asked, “con-
tent to place the government in charge
again of our destinies for the next five
years? Or shall we endeavor to secure a
more liberal, discriminating, and disinter-
ested administration? I am’for the lat-
ter.” |

And finally, in his earnestness again
clothing his ideas in a near approach to
the language of the Scriptures, he wrote:

«Tt is hard to vote against old friends,
but even if it be thy right hand, if it

offend thee, cut it off and cast it from |
thee. It is better thy right hand should |

perish than that the whole body politic
should be condemned.” :

There, no doubt, spoke the real Edward
Sears. To quote the letter is to show his
reasons for supporting and voting for the|
opposition ticket in 1903. No reasonable |
man will deny that the government’s re;
cord now is much worse than it was then.
Mr. Sears ought to be supporting the op-

refer to the proposed St. John Valley
Railroad, but on Saturday the public was |
informed by the leading government organ,
that he had spoken at length on this sub- |
ject. What purported to be a verbatim’;
report of Dr. Pugsley’s latest view of the|
Valley road was duly printed by that|
journal, and the trifling fact that no such |
reference was made did not prevent city‘L
and country subscribers from reading it
for themselves. Possibly the speaker in-|
tended to discuss the Valley line. Possibly |
on reading over what he proposed to say%
about it he decided that as a ca.mpaign‘
argument it was even less convincing than |
the borings in Courtenay Bay. We quote
from the report of what Dr. Pugsley did

“Unfortunately, upon examination
was found that the road would cost to
build it as part of a trunk line more than
was anticipated. Mackenzie & Mann pro-
posed that it should have grades of not
more than five-tenths of one per cent.,
nearly equal to the grades of the National
Transcontinental.

“There are now, 1 may say to you, how-
ever, other companies, particularly one
which I have in, mind, a strong railway
company, which ‘3s negotiating and mak-
ing inquiry with regard to the line and
has surveyors actually at work through
the northern part of the state of Maine, |
and if Mackenzie & Mann do not take |
hold of the line as a part of their trans-
continental system there is every reason
to believe that this other company will
avail itself of the line through the St.
John Valley and across the State of
Maine to the city of Quebec. In that way
it will become nét merely a local line
but part -of a through system. It wi]li
give the most direct line of railway be-|
tween the city of Quebec and the city of !
St. John.” !

In brief, a company not named, a com-
pany which Hon. Mr. Pugsley has in his |
mind, “there is every reason to believe,”
«will avail itself of the assistance grant- |
ed.” But is this not rather vague cam- |
paign material? The Grand Trunk Pacific|
and Mackenzie & Mann plan to use the |
Quebec bridge, but has anyone heard that.
still another transcontinental company
has thought of crossing there? ‘Will it not
be necessary to bring this nameless com-
pany out of the spacious recesses of the
Minister’s constructive mind and give it a |
local habitation and a name? If Mac
kenzie & Mann'are going to push their|
western line through to Atlantic tide water |
how can they build it except through the
St. John valley? They have assurance of
a guarantee of bonds for $15,000 a mile,
but that they desm insufficient. There |
was an ill-defined proposal some time ago}
to double the guarantee. Is that the |
plan in view in case the present local gov-
ernment can be sustained?

The people of the St. John valley have
heard ‘many promises about railroads. |
They sorely need a good road and thei
fertility of their land and the traffic they |
would provide combine to entitle them to"'
a railroad. They do not quickly forget
the promises made and broken. Are 1:heyl
now to be asked to vote for local govern-
ment candidates because Dr. Pugsley “hasi
a company in mind” which may build the |
if Dr.
his |
speech the reference to the Valley line
because the reference was too shadowy for

campaign purposes.

A STRONG CASE

In a letter on Feb. 27, 1803, .explaining
“why I am veting for and supporting the
opposition ticket,” Mr. Edward Sears pro-
tested vehemently against the attempt to
persuade Liberals that the local govern-
ment could possibly have any claim_upon
their allegiance. Messrs. Wilson, Shaw, |
McInerney and Hatheway were the opposi- ;
tion candidates on that occasion. In tell-
ing why Liberals should support and vote |

for them, as he was doing, Mr. Sears wrote | Attorney

very earnestly, saying:

“Here in the city and county of St.
John, and in the great railway centre,
county of Westmorland, the late govern-
ment are forcing Dominion politics to the
front, and are sheltering themselves from
attack mainly behind the policy .of the
great Liberal party. Bu, thank God, the
Liberal party was created for a nobler pur-
pose than a veneer for opportunism.”

Thus it appears that when Mr. Sears,

it

position ticket now, and on March 3 he
should vote for it. What caused him to
become a government candidate at the
eleventh hour? Is it not better that his
desire for a Federal office should go un-|
satisfied “than that the whole body politic
should be condemned”? When he wrote
that letter his soul was on fire. Gazing
with inspired eyes past the shrinking form
of Nebuchadnezzar Pugsley in February,
1903, Mr. Sears clearly discerned in letters |
of fire upon the wall: “Mene, Mene,
Tekel, Upharsin.” Today the prophet’s
vision appears to disclose only the shadowy
outlines of the post office. “Personal am-
bition and personal emolument seem to
sink every other consideration.”

IN KINGS

We are devoting considerable space to-
day to political matters in Kings county,
and it will be found that the articles are!
of interest to the electors of every con-|
stituency in the province. There is, un-
questionably, a. strong and growing con-
viction that Kings county on March 3
will eléct three opposition supporters.
Messrs. Jones, Murray and Sproul,!
sketches of whom appear elsewhere inl
this issue, constitute a very strong and;
popular ticket, and there are many rea-
sons for the increasing confidence of the
party behind them. The county contains
a very large number of yoters who will
not follow any party blindly, and we must
suppose that these electors will welcome
the opportunity to condemn the local gov-
ernment for its useless, wasteful extrava-
gance in some directions, for -its shock-|
ing neglect of the highways, for its reck-
less disregard of both the. needs and the
rights of the people.

A reasonable view of the outlook in
Kings is that the opposition will carry
most of the parishes, and that in the few
localities where the local government hith-
erto has been strong Messrs. Jones, Mar-
ray and Sproul will make decided gains
as compared with 1903. The oppositioni
ticket of today s stronger than that of|
five years ago. This is admitted by a.ll.{

i Th vernment ticket i h ak i
o y e erl the dull citizen who cannot infer from

than it was in 1903. This neceds little;
demonstration. Hon. Mr. Pugsley is out!
of the field. He wundoubtedly brought
much strength to his ticket, in ‘many
ways. Mr. Ora P. King has retired for
reasons of his own. And while the ticket
is thus very materially weakened, the
government is now thoroughly discredited,
whereas in 1903 it still had a very strong
hold upon that province.. Even then, with
a strong government ticket in Kings, Hon.
Mr. Pugsley’s majority over Mr. Sproul
was small. The opposition leaders in the
various parishes of Kings have a great op-
portunity. If they can bring to the polls |
even a scant hundred and fifty votes'
more than they did in 1903 they will carry .
their entire ticket  with good“_
margin to spare. A compamtively“
slight change in a few of the strong|
parishes will suffice. Victory is so clearly
within the grasp of the opposition—if its
men will but put forth the effort—that it|
would be supreme political folly to fail
through lack of organization and united |
work for the ticket.

The eyes of many will be fixed upon|
Kings in this contest. The opposition |
should carry it, together with Charlotte |

a

and St. John city—full tickets in each
case. Even in Westmorland the opposi-
tion has convincing reasons for confidence.
It is thought now that the opposition will
come into Moncton from the parishes with
a  majority too great for the
government machine in the city to over-
come. In Albert there are good prospects.
York, Sunbury, Carleton, and Northum-
berland may be depended upon. In Kent,
although the government is making des-|
perate exertions, its leaders have little
hope. In St. John county the fate of the
General becomes daily more un-
certain. Thus the opposition throughout
the province is well organized and pressing|
forward with confidence. The general oub-‘.
look should inspire the opposition support—l
ers in every county to do their utmost to|
| roll up the majorities. The people of the|

province will vote for good government
or bad on March 3. The issue is clear and
there are growing indications that they
will finally dispose of the present admin-
istration and give Mr. Hazen and his fol-
lowers a chance. It is time.

LOOK OUT FOR IT

Reports come from Fredericton to the
effect that an expert accountant, employed
by Premier Robinson, has been at work
for three or four, days, presumably pre-
paring a campaign document to be sprung
upon the electors of New Brimswick when
the government believes the time to be
ripe. It is not known whether this is to
be done at once, or whether publication
will be delayed in the hope that the ‘op-
position will not have time to expose the
scheme before election day.

In any case the people of every New
Brunswick constituency should be on their
guard against this government attempt to
answer opposition criticism by a document
prepared at public expense as campaign
material. If Premier Robinson—who was
Provincial Secretary before he presented
that portfolio to the Hon. E. H. Allen, to
the amazement of everybody—had felt able
to make a statement concerning the
finances of the province which reasonable
men would accept, would he have hesi-
tated to meet Mr. Flemming in joint de-
bate before the people of this city? The
voters will keep this question in mind
when they are confronted with the cam-
paign material which is now being pre- |
pared by the expert or experts at Freder-
jcton. The Premier cannot remove the
widespread distrust of the people by any
proclamation of virtue and economy at the
eleventh hour. The government is.in a

planations these gentlemen have to offer
concerning this broad issue. Do they find
them satisfactory?

. * *®

The defeat of the local government will

desperate mood. There is no telling to

not prevent the Grand Trunk Pacific from

| coming to St. John. And it will come not
! a day sooner if the local government should
i be returned to power. The vote on March

what extremes it may proceed. in its at-
tempts to confuse the public during the

' migration and Colonization, whose other

closing daye of the campaign. The mere
fact that a govemmezit pays someone to
give it a certificate of character will not
close the eyes of the people to the govern-
ment’s record. That the government feels
the need for such a certificate is sugges:
tive enough.

NOTE AND COMMENT
Russia is growling at Austria, which in
this case means Germany. London may
have to speak to St. Petersburg about it,
and- possibly to Berlin.

- * *

An inspiring rumor is to the effect that
local government candidates have been
assured that the sessional indemnity will}
be increased if the present administration |
survives. It is a report which will give
the taxpayers no very marked thrill of
joy.

- " » *

At last we have it. The Hon. D. J.
Purdy’s admiration for the local govern-
ment arises from his study of the admin-
istration’s agricultural policy. Now watch
the honest farmers of every ward in the
city swarm to the polls and vote for more
eeed wheat. L

* * -

Government of the politicians, for the
politicians, by the politicians, has given
New Brunswick a very heavy debt and
very bad roads. The government’s candi-
dates, now as for twenty years past, prom-

ise reform. But the only way to get re-|

form 15 to beat ine present administration.
» - » *

It is about time we heard a prelimin-
ary report from the New Bureau of Im-

pame is Mr. Barnes. Why not have him
investigate those model settlements along
tHe line of Mr. Malcolm’s highly guaran-

teed International railway?
* B »

If any timid voter happens to be nerv-
ous about the borings in Courtenay Bay
we beg to assure him that they will be
made whether Messrs. Purdy, Lantalum,
Sears and Skinner are elected or defeated.
And, it may be added, it will take more
than these promised borings to cause the
people of New Brunswick to forget the
sins of the local government.

* ® %

The dredge Fielding was to spend the
winter in St. John, deepening the har-
bor channel. A great amount of harbor
work which the TFederal government
should do remains untouched. But we
are to have borings in Courtenay Bay, and

that a line of concrete piers from Reed’s
Point to the Marsh bridge is no patriot.

* ® =

The advertising columns of several gov-
ernment newspapers are now filled with
articles defending the local government
and assailing the opposition. It may be
well to say in passing that the advertise-
mente are wilful misrepresentations. For-
tunately. their character is too clear to be
mistaken anywhere. They advertise the
government’s panic and desperation more
than anything else.

* * *
“In his mind’s eye” Hon. Mr. Pugsley
sees a mew company which may build the

3 will not alter the material at the bottom

| of Courtenay Bay or modify tne grades on

the Central. In view of these pleasing
truths the business of every voter who de-
sires good government in New Brunswick
is to vote for Maxwell, Wilson, McInerney
and Hatheway.

»

A confident correspondent writes to as
sert that a whole lot of government cant
didates will be looking for a hole to crawl
into after March 3. This is the kind of
prediction which is more safely made aftex
the event, though in. this case there i
little room for doubt. We believe the cans
didates will take defeat gracefully; bub
in case a hole or two should be in de

| mand on March 4, what is the matter with

the borings in Courtenay Bay?

L i Sl
Have Premier Robinson’s expert aot
countants been set to work? If eo thd

public should know just what thée gove
. ernment has asked them to do. The ope
position has already suggested some
ground they might cover if they really
are to throw any light upon the mannet
in which the money of the province hag
been spent for the last fifteen years. Pos
sibly Hon. Mr. Robinson has decided tq
forget the experts and to meet Mr. Flema
ming here in debate.

® % %

{

Ex-Warden Flett of Northumberland
has been receiving some attention at tha
hands of the government newspapers, and

Mr. Flett was a speaker at a meeting ads'
dressed by the government candidates, all
Nelson. On another page we print an ace
count of Mr. Flett’'s speech on that
troubled occasion. If it gives the local
government any comfort the administra«
tion newspapers may copy it.
- = *

Organizations to secure a pure election
are being formed in New Brunswick. The;;
are probably needed.
maintain their zeal after polling and vork
to punish any who perpetrate or profit by
illegal acts they may do more good than
experience has taught people to look for.
An election crook in jail is about the only
object lesson that can affect the fratern-
ity.—Montreal Gazette.

The secret ballot, however, will do muchi
to kill the effect of the government’s cams=
paign funds. The workers who handle the
money will not be so generous when they
cannot be sure that the goods will be d?-

livered.
* - *

There appears to be considerable publiq
sentiment in favor of flying the flag over
the public schools. Since the question hag
been discussad little room is left for doubt
as to the popular attitude. The expensa
would not be great, and while economy.
in civic matters is much to be praiced af
present, it should not be difficult to are
range this matter. A start might be made
with the high school, but perhaps the
trustees will take the view that if the
citizens believe they can afford to equip
all of the buildings the work should ba
done in the near future.

*

“The Opposition in New Brunswick,™

* =

Valley road. There is nothing like an
election campaign for developing the men-
tal vision of the statesman. What the
public is looking for is a company that
will build the Valley line without asking
the province to pay for it. The local gov-
ernment has not been very successful in

discovering companies of that kind.
* * »

The local government has a few vacant
offices. Apparently it proposes to keep
all the applicants in line by deferring act-

| jon until after March 3. The applicants
| naturally fear that the. present govern-

ment will not be able to make any ap-
pointments after that date. Merit, of
course, does mot count, and promises
create less trouble than the actual filling
of an office. All of the applicants get as-
surances, but only one of them can get
the job.

* x *

Some of the government candidates here |
—Mr. McReown for one—display a prefer-

orce for what they term the broader is-
sues. The broader issues, we take it,
must by no stretch of the imagination be
held to include the Highway Act, the price
of school books, or the Central railway.
But an issue broad er.ugh to stand upon

hereabouts is whethey Messrs. McKeown, |

Lowell, Purdy, Leatalum, Skinner and
Sears—appearing as apologists for the local

government, aceepting responsibility for its
every act, and declaring that it is good

. enough for the people of this city 'and this

province—are worthy of belief and accept-
ance by the wide-awake and independent
clectaps. 7the peovle have heard the ex-

says the Montreal Gazette,

honest collection of provincial revenues,
| the keeping of ordinary expenditure with«
in the Yimits of the revenue, the appoints
ment of an independent auditor, the lets
ting of public works by tender, the cut«
ting off of needless
spefding of provincial highway grants by
the county councils, the® survey and valus
ation of the crown lands, and promotion
of settlement, the improvement of tha
school system and a secret ballot. Such
a programme could hardly be déveloped
unless it ‘was necessary and being neces-
sary the men behind it should be given
an opportunity to put it into operation.’*
* - * ks

Mr. Skinner Friday repeated his
little joke at the expense of Mr. Lantalum,
For the second time during the campaign
he told his audience that Mr. Lantalum
was developing into an orator. Mr. Lan-
{ talum is expected to think the referencs

funny. Thus far, it is true, the sally haa

not elicited any prolonged burst of merri-
ment from Mr. Lantalum, but. the cam-
paign is young yet. Before the convens
| tion it was reported that' Mr. Lancalum
! did not regard Mr. Skinner as strong ens
| ough for the ticket. Mr. Skinner’s eloqueng
| and prolonged discussion of the leac
| issues of the campaign last evening de.
less caused Mr. Lantalum to repent
| his earlier opinion. In fact as he listene

to the speeches of his three associates M:

Lantalum must have been quite carried

away.

|

i B

they appear seriously to have misrepres:
sented that gentleman. A few days age:

~

If the members will -

“ijs seeking
| support on a platform which calls for the

expenditures, the -




