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 of enthusiasm. Many of them crowded up
to her when the concert W88 over, over-
whelming her with the profusion of the
flowers they brought. After .the crowd
bad dispersed, a bashful looking girl came
up, holding a parvel in her hand.

‘You delighted me so very much at your

PROGRESS SATURDAY,

Billy.' Then he asked himtelt if ke, too,
was growing eentimental, snd tonight of all
nights, on the very eve of battle.

He walked back to the house. Tom
was fast asleep. The flickering light of
the lantern fell sslant the corner where he
lay, his powerful form half swarthed in the
tattered blankets, his brawny arms thrown
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Tom Jenkins ran his hand through the
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short journey down tne river, and to sec-

ure the treasure for safe transporations.

He was thinking of the surprise awaiting

Tom who was *fool enough to believe in
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features of Billy Bailey, his juvior partner.

‘Fifidin’, Billy, meauns quittin’. It’s an
€nd to the wants an’ privations I've know-
ed for nigh twenly years: But, somehow,
T've come to like these still old i
an’ the vingin’ of tke pinee, an’ the river.
They've growed like fri¢nos, an’ I'm never
lonesome smong ‘em. Listen ! you can
besr 'em ncw. Maybe it's the las’ time
they’ll ever sing fer me.’

*We're goin’ back 10 civ'lization,” con-
tinved Tom, unheeding the other’s lack of
sympatby with his reminiscent mood, ‘*an’
that means separation. 1 know you like
me, Billy. A tller couldn’t want a better
perduer than you've been fer the two year
I've knowed you. But with yer eddication,
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Whatdces your wife do when she's
with you? Threaten to return
parents P’
‘Oh. no; she takes
the idiotic things I
honeymoon.’

et Al
Twenty-five dollsrs would be cheap psy
for the cures Dr. Harveys’ Southern Red
Pine ¢ffucts for twenty-five cents.

angry
to her

revenge by repeatin
He made s cautions step towsrd the said %o g,,. l:,n oug,
door of the shack, when a slight noise, real
or tancied, d him 1o gl back over
bis shonlder. The next instant the bag ot
gold crashed to the floor, while Billy ssnk
on his knees as though felled by a blow.
Tom was sitting bolt upright in bed, his
revolver leveled at Billy’s hoart.
The two gsz-d at each other in utter
silence. Billy's eyes, fixed with the
penetration born of despair, scanned the
old man’s face, and read there reproach

Ry
‘It beats me,’ mused country theatre
manager. “‘This bere Willisam Shakes-
peare wrote the play of Hamlet, in which
Ophelia gets drowned, yet he leaves the
drowning scene out.’

5 ’ and pity, rather than a thirst for swift re- . ’ S—
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ed in these cursed wilds lor gold, until at
last we've got it. Think of the city’s ten
thousand pleasures that tbis stake can buy
for us. ‘L'here’s no lite in these solitudes.
It's there in the crowded streets, and it
can be ours when we've got such a god—
the god of gold—1o see us through.
Billy laugbed gloatingly in snticipation.
Tten once more he fixed his eyes with a
glittering intensity on tte yellow heap,
which meant for bim sll that life can mean
to a selfish, love-lack nature.
‘But it ain't fer me,’ persisted Tom.
‘I'm past them thirgs. If it wa'n’t fer the
hope of findin’ the (1d woman down there
in Kriaco sn’ wakin’ her comtortable, 1'd
stey. Icon’t cere fer the gold atter all.
I'vetound it, an’ my hungerin’ fer it's sat-
irfied.’
Billy made no answer. He bad long
- #icce hecome resigned to the diversity ot

*You wculdn’t ehoot me, Tom P’
‘Why not P Men's been killed fer less
’an this an’ the world wuz well red of
’em.’

Then it did mean death.
As Billy realized this his face turned
ashen pale, while a palsying terror struck
througe bim, rending bis bravado mask
and ruvealing him as the pitiable dastard
he was. He cowered belore the old man,
pleading hysterically.
‘Oh, spare me, spare me, Tom. You
said you cared nothing tor gold, while [—
I was mad wirh love of it. ltis my god—
my beaven—my everythiag. But “take it,
teke it all—ouly give ‘me my hie—Tom—I
—Il—can't—die.’

‘Git up,, commanded the other, coldly,
‘don’c make me despise you worse’'n I do.
What would you do it you wuz in my
place ? Snoot, wouldn't you ? You'd kill
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a highway to civilization. He lit hus pipe,
and began 1o pace up and down the shely-
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