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AN EDUCATION NUVMBER

We devotp this issue largely to the
papers and addresses delivered at the
recentyiducational Institute held in this
city, We gaveus full a report at the time
a8 could conveniently be obtained ; but
the importance of the eatire subject und
of the phases of it considered and, we
may add, the thoroughness of the dis-
cussions, require us to publish in full
where we can do so. It will be seen by
the nddn- here-mx published that
e i ifold
and worthy ofwefnl study. And our
people, we beliéve, have an interest in
the siibject that will secure for this issue
a thorough perusal.

But the topics treated de not exhaust
the subject- of education. They only
open the consideration of it. Enough is
given to suggest more enough to show
we are attempting to handle a great
work. 1tis clear that there is no in-
terest of the people, either material,
social, intellectual or religious that is not
deeply affected by the education fiv-
nished in the various systems sdopted.
An interest in education is therefore
about the samie as an interest in all the
welfare of our fellow oith The
training of the race determioés largely
what the race shall be; the eduoation &
denomination gives its adherents fixes,
within certain limits st least,.what that
body shall be and do. To be conoerned
about our education ia to be concerned
about all our interests.

The spenkers made it evident also that
education and christianity are olosely re-
Iated. A culture withoot the sah of
christian motive and inapiration will be
narrow and selfish ; & christian people
without fraining is robbed of half its
power, falls to appreciate obristianity
ftaell.  As it is “‘with all saints” that we
learn the height and depth of the love of
Christ 82 it is only by knowing something

of Histrath for all men that we come t0"

know it fully for curselves, Culture of
somie kind is sure to come | the only
question Is whether we can by God's
help, pervadeit with His spirit, mould it
by His trath. 1f this eannot be done
ohristinns themselves will oted
by the currents of thought antagonistic
to christian belief.

It becomes clearer all the time

be affe

that
our educational enterprise s not a thing
by itself. We oannot lay it aside and go
on with the other departments of our
activition, These efforts all rise or fall
together ; the work is one. The workers
we need must themselves by the pro.
duct of allr common life to be fitted to
extend it. Their power is
creased by nssociated study.
able to réceive more and to give more
because of their identifioation with the
mind of the denomination in the way of
discipline and association
edueationd]l ex-

vastly in
They are

Missions call
for education and our
penditure stimulates to missionary ser-
vice. Our churches need educated lay-
men and the laymen need the education
we soek to provide. &

The diffioulties  of supporting snd
managing our institutions become ap-

* parent with every conference on the sub-

Ject. The smaliness of our resources—
if all were available, and the extent to
which what we have ia unsvailable—ex-
“plain many of our troubles. But that is
not all. Unity ‘ef views is no#so easily
secured among earneat men, each of
whom s anxious to do the most for the
causs. We bave (o gather students as
well as money and to supply an educa-
tion for varied classes with partial
equipment. It is not always the case
that churches, where the members are
thoroughly acquainted, get along with
their business without friotion; and it is
notnnrprhmg that troubles sometimes

in conducting -general affairs,
ifficulties are not few ; neither are

re are encovragements. God
is light. He will therefore give light.
There is a disposition to seek Him
There is general appreciation of the
work socomplished ; there is a zeal to
do more, if pot alyays mocording to
ledge. There is o supply

of students. There is, apparently, on the
of the authorities a growing sense of

part of & few an increase af &pp!

of what it costs to maintain a university.

It will become more evident that the
denomination cannot get what it does

no(my for; wduut it needs to have
it

tﬂpﬂmﬂbu ties llrocdy assumed

OUR BYTY IX THE LIGIT OF SOME OF
OUR DISTINCTIVE- PRINCIPLES.

BY PIES. SAWYRR, OF ACADIA UNIVERSITY,

I peestnied before the Baptist Fdu-
citicunl Titate, Bt John, Deo. 1B, 160

In directing attention at this !.|ma to
four of our distinotive principles, it is
not my purpose to examine their nrerits
or o search for the ground on which
they rest. As they are generslly nceopt.-

congratulate ounclwn that at lust better
views are prevailing in the governing
bodies of ovr institutions, But it seems
to me that the logioal outcome "of the
dootrine which we as a people have been
80 ready to proolaim to the world as
peouliarly our own, has beén very dimly
apprehended, not only by the mass of
our people, but even by the masjority of
the leaders in our churches. Though
uvldenm of improvement are"visible,

of our T

wish simply to enquire, what burin;
they have on questiona of duty in respect
to the promotion of education among
our people.

1. s the first one to be considered, I
name Personal Obedience 10 the Revealed
We Obedience is a moral act. It
must’proceed from the heart in response
to moral motives. The presentation and
enforoement of these motives belong to
the office of the preacher, and we may
leave them in his hands, But intellect
and faith are nhtod Futh must be at

od by the & AR

is slow, Our principles
nhould call us to the front rank in efforts
to provide proper equipment for Biblical
studies and for whatever is related to
them in all departmenlts.

11, The next principle which [ name —
The Right of Private Judyment in Reli
gious Concerna—is closely related to the
preceding, perhaps implied in it; but it
is s0 frequently made prominent in dis-
tinot form in the statement of the beliefs
of our denomination, that it deserves
special notice. As the dootrine is com-
monly stated, it means no more, perhaps
than a decl jon of freed from the

tended by some intell:
and that conception should hAve some
fational basis, How shall we know
what the Revealed Word is which we are
10 beligre? We do not accept the doo-
trine of obedienioe to councils, or ecclesi-
astioal dignitaries, or the church to
which uu. may belong. We hold to
bedk to the R lod
Wonl How is this dootrine to be appli
od in practice ¥ Where Is this Word? In
it hore, if 50 how oame it here? What is
the evidenoe that it has come to us in its
original form? Is it & book that any one,
no matter how ignorant he may be, can
correctly understand ! Thess are ques
tions which 14 is not sinful for me 1o sk,
4 which it is ble for
w ask, questions which & reflecting mind
oannot let pass without & satisfactory
answer
Lot- us take facts as they sre and an
alyse the oase as woll ne we aan
first place lot us not forget that spiritual
things are spirituplly daoarned.  As &
people we have given as muooh promin
ence 1o this truth as any other commun
ity of ohristians. Bub is this discern
ment wholly the produst of supernatural
ilumination? An emipent teacher in
Baptist Institutions of the last generation
sald near the oclose of his Jife, that the
churches at that time were holding subs
stantially the same dootrines as had been
nocepted among them at
period, but (hat the proof-texts for these
dootrines had been
many of those formerly used having been
disonrded and wew ones having been
substituted in their place. Others could
corroborate this.testimony. Here the
inquiry rises. Did the Divine Spiritin an
carlier time enable
dootrinal truths in passages in which the
Spirit ata later time taught christians no
such truths were revealed ? You may
answer the question as you please ;

me

In the

an earliér

largely ohanged,

ristians 0 see

but
whichever way you answer it, you will
have started some suggestive inquiries
It must be admitted that, although it
may not be easy exactly to define the
limit and mode of its operation, there is,
nevertheless, a human element in the
interpeetation of the Book.

If we admit for the present that the
majority of the people rest their bellef in
the authority of the Word on the declara-
tion of the leaders in the church, or on
the traditions current therein, such be-
ing the case, it is evident that a class of

persons is needed who can trace the
history of these traditions and as
sure themselves and others that the

“deposit of faith”
the churches has been handed down
unimpaired. The Roman Catholio
ohurch *understands the mpaning of
all  this and colleges of
trained men whose business it is to
make themselves acquainted with all
the changing phases of religious belief
and the relations of all these to the
symbols of divine truth that have been
acoepted in that church. We, who as a
people ought to be even more zealous in
‘promoting such studies, are late laborers
in this field of critical enquiry. But it
imay be claimed that the main thing for
us is to have, for the guidance of the
people, the living interpreter of the
living Word. A candid examination of
tha case from this point of view may not
give us much more comfort. If we in-
quire for authorities in Biblical exegésis,
we oan name some in our denomination
who deserve a place in the most honor-
able rank in such studies; but in this
department our chief reliance is on the
labors of men in other denominations.
Not until a very late date has anything
better than the most meagre provision

once gdelivered to

sustains

tutions | been made in our theological seminaries

for exqgetical stydies. In cases whore
wompmhhhub.-n.do,
po'-onnnb'-n

S

B e}

dictation of priests, bishops, councils of|
any other ecclesiastical aunthority,~ free-

also from servitude to oreeds sad
formulated articles of belief. As a declar
atlon of such freedonf, it has held an
honorable place in the- literature of re
ligious revolutions® But every right
implies .some ocorresponding duty. If

formedy The ministrations of the pul-
pit should be adapted to an enlarged
soope of the duties of church members,
General intelligence should be promoted.
If there is to be found anywhere a

obedience to that suthority, can labor
effectively in .instructing and guiding
trained and cultured minds to submit 10
the dogmas and rites of a church which
ln pmhnbly the mou porfect example of

people marked by quick of appre-
hension, breadth of view, wide acquaint-
ance with facts, eagerness to léarn all
that can be known of the teaching¥ of
the Bible and of every thing that hasa
bearing 00 & clearer understanding of
that bogk and of the proper Appllutlon

or i that has ever
ui-md among men, But such an order
would be utterly inharmonious with the
spirit of Baptist churches, If it were
brought into existence among them, it
would come to be dictator over them or
be broken by them. Itis true that we

of its dootrines and p pts in p
life, it would seem that it nhonld be the
people who accept and publicly profess
the doctrine which we are now consider-
ing.

Perhaps some may prefer to say lhlt
while the dootrine under id

are now i ducing into our churches
organisations of various kinds in order
to promote christian activity. But may
not this mean that we have lost faith in,
or failed to apprehend the meaning of,
some of our fundamental principles ?

is true theoretically, there are limitations
to its application in the conditions of
actual life which make it necessary that
the practical decision of such questions
a8 have been suggested should be de-
termined by & few and that the great
majority must follow their leadership.
In regard to this view it may be re-
marked in the first place, that this is by
no means the generally understood mean-
fog of the dootrine of the right of private
Judgment. But if this should be the so-

oepted interpretation, then there cer-
tainly must be need of properly qualified
leaders in the churches. How are they

S ive activity is the
1dall that barmofiizes with our fellow-
ship in ‘church-life, Our growth as a
denomination has afgally ocoincided
with a more or less complete conformity
with this ideal, Odr limitations have
been caused by departures from it, or by
altogether too narrow views of the
range of its application. Our theory of
church-life requires us to make the
most of the individual and to trust
largely to his activity in the common
osuse, We boast of & membership on
this contivent of more than three mil-
lions. How is this mass of individuals
to be hreld together in the unity of one

ACADIA COLLEGE--THE PRESENT BUILDING

men elaim tho right of judging for them- |
selvey this claim means domething more |
than the bold declaration that others must

not decide for them, it !
those who olaim this right must judg
When

right
stated in this form, it

it moans al

for themselves the

carries with it the

implication tlat they who claim the
right are gualified to decide for them- |
selyes,—they are qualified to deoide

what religious doctrines to necept and
what to reject,—to solve the meaning o
doubtiul words and dark
to accept or rejact dogmas the meaning

expressions, — |

and the proof of which have taxed the

powers of the strongest and most acute

thinkers. When the doctrine is thus
present it might be thought strange
that any one would have the hardihood
to claim such a right, but that evegy one
would find an infinite relief 1a'the privi
lege of placing the responsibility of

selecting his 1eligious beliofs on some

one else. ' But that privilege is not upen
to the members of our churches Ac
cording to their own dootrie, they must

choose, they must accept or rejeot
Here again let us remind ourselves
that the spirit aids the faithful it find
ing and following the truth.
a miraoulons gnidance, or is it
in the use of the natural powers of the
mind ? Most will be ready to
admit that a human ‘clement is present
io selecting and judging in such mait
The finite powers of the human mjr
must be exercised on these q l(*&
It would be natural 10 conclude “#hat s |
poople holding such opinions would be
foremost in preparing individual mem- |
bers of the church to discharge as suo-
cessfully as possibla such momentous
duties. Perhaps if we had been a little
Anore careful to promote this kind of
training, defections to superficial oreeds
and illogical doctrines might have been
less numerous among us. If our pro-
fession of belief be genuine, it follows
that the best possible means should be
used that each and all may be properly
preparcd to sustain these serious respon-
sibilities. As these responsibilities can-
not be delegated, except to a very limit-
ed extent, the entire body of be

But is this

assistance |

of us

ns,

| willingly.

This has boen the ideal type
according  to whigh
his living witnessbs
growth probably means spmething more
than may appesr oo the superficinl view
The law of nctivity and the law of growth
in this case will be found to be closely
related.
action will be the natural sequence of
this method of union. Whether the
logic of the case has been perceived by
our paople or not, they have, possibly
by some ‘instinet, been led along this
line in_the development of their church-
life. The tendency among s _has been
away from rigid organizations. The
Salvation Army doubtless is unseful in
reaching a class whom it is difficalt to
reach by the ordinary religious services.

Voluntariness,

should be put 1ito the beet politble con.
dition for meeting these serious obliga-
tions. The Sunday school should be
ducied with & ing efBciency and
n\glwuhsmmd

the work that ought to be therein per-

But its methods of discipline snd its
subordination of orders are entirely
alien to the spirit of Baptist churches,
On the other hand the order of the Jesuits
is a striking example of sn agency by
which o.-wlly trained  servants of a

P ) aoting in ing

mistake has,

10 ba obtalned t Not by mirscls, but
by the wise use of natural means. Pro
vislon must be made to this end. Com
petent men duly tra wust be forth
| coming from time to tlw men quali

fied to lead in the in rotual and spiris
ual life of the people, in all departments
of church service and in all othe 1o

partments that may be auxiliary or sub

sorviant to the highest officiency in that
sarvioe.

I1L The next principle to which 1 ask
artention is logically related to the iwo
preceding, nuwmely, The individual is the
unit of chureh g th. It may be said
that ‘other denominn # necept this
I'n some sense that- is true. But in no
ther communion does the principle
have the sar significance aa with us,
Some de oy eally wake the
family the unit of chureh growth. Some
who hold the doctrine of baptismal re
generation appear to ore pr

nence: 1o the distinetiv of
the individual to the cliyrch.  But with
hem the iodividual! is passive in the
transaction,—not active,  With us. the
process takes place by mutual action
The chiirch by its attractive power
draws the individual to ltself. The
individual is drawn by sympathy into |
fellowship with believers, but ke comes |
into that fellowship intelligently and |

| Chr'st have been' gathered into the body |
This method of |

l

|
|

body * No outward bonds of unton o
[ doiv. : No volos of haman suthority oun
| keop themn togeth . iy
possible for (hew is that sy pathy
and fellowship in the sers f Chrlit
But that fellowship can be reached oily
asthere are common ideas of the naiure
and meaning of that The
must be & cosnmon falth & g us that
the Spirit will lead his people along the
! same path, if they are honesily searcl
$ogg for fuller knowledge the truth
and olearer vision of the way in which
that truth should find Its loal ay
plieation; Thux there is created & rea
union. As the individual members are

| viows of their obligntions, it
the followers of |

led along in the development and oou

soorated use of whatever talents have

been commitied (o them, x be
formed ‘for “united and etfoctive
by the members of the single ohurch
and for cooperstion In gor com
manity of ohurches

T'o the eriticiams that may arise here

that this theory makey leadership in our

churches wuch wore diffoult than in |
other aystems, [ answer, that s true
But, " nevertheless, we mnst have the

londership or fail in our fon.- Our

least sometimes, been in

scting as if any body would do to fill the
offices in our churghes. 11 the body of our
membership is to-be brought to broader

must be by
the help of office:hearers, who themsalves
have felt the inspiration of a noble ideal,
All M3 is not to be interpretcd as mean
ing simply that the academy and the

eollege must be sustained. It meavs

| alvo training schools for various kinds of
| ehurch work, it means the support of an
spontaneity of |

enlightened and moral press, it _means
the encouragement of all art and all
learning that may be used in the cause
of Curist. Though this point deserves
fuller’ consideration, I must hasten to the
next division of this paper and speak for
a few: moments on a fourth distinctive
principle of the Raptists.

IV. Separateness between Church amd
State. T have heard “frond my youth up”
that thisgeos cardinal principle of the
denomi , and yet [am not clear
that [ now unden\tmd what it means.
At one time it meant that the civil mag-
istratg must not coerce in religions con-
cerns. Later it meant that the State must
not attempt to control the Church and,
also, that the Chureh Hitist not meddla
with the affkirs of the State. - Still later

the language received .the mesaning that
the State must not contribute in any way
for the support of any religion. Though
this is now the generally acoepted wigs
nification offhis inherited doctrine, yet, if
we do not rfistake, certafh illogical con-
sequences of the earlief npplimuwa of
the doctrines still persist. It is atd8ast
probable that the Hoctrine bas in many
inatances, been interpreted to mean that
it is wrong for christians to take part in
the administration of civil affuirs. Facts
indicate that this opinion has prevailed
quite extensively. Look into our legis-
lative halls, our courts of justice ‘ from
the lowest to the highest, note the office-
bearers in the Provincial and the Domin-
ion governments,alook at the Various
professions, look scross the border into
the United States and institate similar
inquiries there, and tell us whether Bap~
tists are as numerous in the various posts
of public servive as. their number and
their wealth should lead us to expeot.
Our people have always hold (hnt c:ul
8 tisan instl

by God. But while msking this confes-
sion they have apparently been willing
that others should bear the responsibil-
itiew connected with the administration
of the affairs of this institution. Hoenoe
it has seemed to them to be small impor-
tance to make suitable ‘provision for
training men for the various positions of
influence in publio and social life. In-
deed there has been in some quarter s
loolln] that the distinotions which might
arise, if christians should engnge in these
forms of service, wordd be. Inconsistent
with that uniformity of social and’ intel-
leotusl life, which was falsely wupposed

| 10 be the proper condition of the chris-
| tham beotherhood. 1 balieve (his fobe-a
serions perversion of the true view of
hristian service. Beonuse the ohureh
aSwueh sannot snter into alliance with
e civil power, it doss not follow thag
hrteciass must absiain from all connecs
thom whh edvil 1" ohristian
he higheet siyle of man” he is just

e one whe should be found in trery
o infuescn and Aelphuiness for

el among

(et ion
Therefore it Is our
| dnty b maake
| oh et aws youth, whe wadoubtedly
have

vheind and smple provie-

wpaciiy for these soveral

Jepart
may have (he reqisite
PPOT bunitios pare themselves 10

y and

viamenial

pust find in

fivate

thon to enlarged eBoprts, and
poiny the way 1o aohie . w

n people who have been aalied to be, not

prw in

| oeived atteniion at our hands, and wo re-
| gret that it is necessary also to hold
over- sowme ¢ mdence I next
wiek, These & were, with ox-
coption, presented in substance

the Edueational Institute cheld ir

oity a few weekas a Rev. M In-

tyre had been " invite

ent at that
Education,

time & paper on Academic

but his engagements did not

kiis preparing the paper for that

and he has accordingly, at dur request,
written for this issue of the MessexeEs
AND Visiror an artiole wh will be
found upon the third pag There was

one paper presented s
which does not appear in
the expellent paper of Proi. Keirstead
on Voluntary’ Principle in Higlier
Education.” W ‘regret that we were
not able to find room in the same issue
for all the papers. But we feel safe in
withholding Prof, Keirstead's on the prin-
ciple that good wine will kaep, and per
haps our readers will have as much on
the subject of Education—excellent as
it all is—as they will know what to do,
with at one time, and they will have all
the bet'er appctite for the excellent ar-
ticle held over whun they find it in a sub-
sequent issue. It has been necessary m
this jssue, to place some of the de
menta nat, their agcustomed on
Bibls Lesson and the ‘B. Y. P. U,
column will be found on theseventh
page instead of the third;,

he Institute
thi* number—




