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BSOLUTELY there is no room for
longer doubting that the American
woman has_“arrived” in her cam-

paign of generations in duration to attain an
assured position in court society in England.

Impressive proof of this.is afforded. by
the presence in this country of a highly ac-
credited instructor in court etiquette. Her
mission here is to take American matrons
and girls—for that matter, fathers and sons,
200, if they will—in hand and instil into them
the tedious and exacting requirements which
must be learned before one may be presented
to King Edward and Queen Alexandra.

This is the first time that the most bril-
liant court in Europe has recognized ‘the con-

 stantly growing influence of socially ambitious
Americans of wealth and station by sending to
us an Ambassador Extraordinary, learned in
the niceties of deportment as they are insisted
upon by those charged with the duty of pre-
serving intact the formality of court func-
tions. '

So a pretty young Irish girl, Miss Ethel
Bury-Palliser by name, has crossed the At-
lantic, to give instructions go the dowagers
and belles in the art of curtseying, walking,
backing, managing the excessively heavy trains
to their court gowns and acceptably perform-
ing the other movements to which one must

. accustom one’s self in preparation for admis-
sion into the presence of royalty.

1SS BURY-PALLISER is a descendant of a long
line of notable instructors in court etiquette.
Her great-grandmother’ was the famous. Mmnia.
Michau. Mme. Michau flgures honorably and
prominently. in the social annals of the courts of Na-
poleon I, King George IV and King Willlam IV. She
was the malitresse de danse to each monarch, man-
aged the court balls and Infused dignity into the gait
and graceful agility into the feet of Princes and Prin-
cesses of the blood royal, Dukes and Duchesses, Mar-
quises and Marchionesses, Earls and Countesses to the
mether rank of the peerage.

A great-aunt of Miss Bury-Palliser led King Edward
end the rest of Queen Victoria’s children through the
tntricacies of the waltz, the schotcisch, the polka and
the obsolete, but gratefully remembered, square dances.
Mme. Bizet-Michau, her mother, has coached royalties
and noble women to their Majesty's drawing rooms for a
generation.

Admiral Palliser, of the British Navy, is her uncle,
and Captain Marryatt, the sailor-novelist, was a great-
uncle. She brought with her to the United States let-
ters of introduction from the Lord Chamberlain’s of-
fice, tho Princesses Duleep Singh, the Dowager
Countess of Winchelsea and Nottingham, the Vis-
tountess Templeton Barrington, Lady Musgrave, Lady
Burgoyne and a score of other notables.

«You see,” sald Miss Bury-Palliser to the inter-
wiewer whom she received at her hotel in New York
Jast week, “American women are SO important these
days in the highest, the very best, English society
that they have adopted the customs and social habits
pt the Bnglish women quite as a matter of fact.

“They are ambitious, extremely so, and they are

{lling to go to no end of pains and exertions to ap-
g'eur to as good an advantage as the English women
go at court, or at any society function. No, I do not
jnean that they would appear at any marked disad-
wantage—the well-born, highly refined American wo-

n—in any position, or in any company, but, you
ow, we do things so very much different in
England. Court eétiquette is especially exacting.

. COURT ETIQUETTE 1S UNYIELDING

«YVhen one goes to court one must conform to the
sages of custom and tradition. So it is that Ameri-
g are sent to us by the Lord Chamberlain's office to
e drilled before they attend a drawing room. So
any things are allowed by you and not considered
bad form, which would be very bad form in the pres-
tnco of the King and the Queen. We usually have to
egin by unteaching the Americans before we can
keach them. We like to take the girls, especially, in
hand, and teach them not to—well, waggle is the only
ord that expresses it. For they do waggle dread-
ully, you know.
“By waggling I moan that they do not walk with
y degree of dignity or composure. Instead of mov-
g steadily and gracefully, with no appreciable move-
ent above the walst line, either of the body, the
rms or the head, they just—well, they just waggle
ke this—" i
Miss Bury-Palliser strode across the room, glving a
ery excellent imitation of the “kangaroo walk,” mov-
g her arms energetically forward and back, twisting
or shoulders and nodding her head unsteadily. The
me galit may be observed in Fifth avenue any pleas-
nt afternoon. .
“You don’t mind those things over here,” she went
Lrlx: “you are used to them, and really, it doesn’t imply
-breeding or poor manners for one to do it, but it
/s not right from our viewpoint. How few American
irls one sees walking steadily and gracefully along
e strects! They seem 80 nervous, so full of energy;
ey lack repose,
“I have noticed them particularly when they enter
t room and meet persons. They know that they are
eing watched, and it disconcerts them & trifle, They
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are too self-conscious, so to hide their nervousness
they put on just a little extra swagger and waggle,
which spoils them completely. <

“English girls don't waggle. They are taught not to
from their childhood, or, rather, they never see any
other girls waggling, and you know how potent
the force of example is. Amcrican girls seem more
bouncing than our girls. But they learn quickly, oh!
so quickly. They're smart as steel traps, as you say. I
find that they are the most apt pupils we have. Their
sense of fitness is so acute that they speedily realize
that oddities of gait or manner make them conspicu-
ous, and they resolutely apply themselves to remedy-
ing their faults.

“What you term our American Duchesses are prime
example of how skilful your women are in adapting
themselves to their surroundings. I have been told by
friends of some of them that there is the greatest pos-
sible difforence in their .deportment now and as it
was when they came over to live in England. I do

the ways that the American
girl is. 80 eager to abandon when
she appreciates that she i3 co

5 splcuous, but it is always nicer

. when in Rome to do the things
that the great majority of the Romans think proper,
1sn’t it?

“Such a number of the American mothers who have
come to us to be taught court etiquette, and have their
daughters taught, have suggested to me that it would
be more satisfactory if they might receive that train-
ing before they go abroad, instead of waiting until
they got to England and using valuable time there in
taking lessons. That is what determined me to make
this journey.

“Oh, yes, indeed; American women are greatly ad-
mired in England. They are so handsome, 80 bright,
so .original, The men like them immensely, and I
do not blame them. Your women wear their clothes so
much better than most English women do. English
women, I think, dress much more sensibly for the
street They could hardly wear to advantage the
bright-hued gowns that the American girls don every
day. When she is dressed for the evening, however,
then the English woman comes into her own.
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“You notice the difference in the street garb of the
women so much in New York. On mutinee afternoons,
especially, the scenes about the theatres and in the
trams are positively brilllant, and still the women do
not impress one as being overdressed, although they
would be, I fear, in London. And they wear such su-
perb jewels. They quite put the English women in the
shade at the theatre, so far as ornaments go. i

AMERICANS SHOW GOOD TASTE

«I noticed an odd thing at the opera In Paris.
Quite all of the women in decollete gowns were
French and American.  Scarcely any of the English
women wore long gowns, although at home they do rigor-
ourly. Candidly, I believe that the American girl is much
more to be commended, so far as decollets is concern-
ed, than the English woman. We carry it to ex-
tremes, I really believe. We could very well take a
leaf from the American woman’s beok in this regard,

I am sure.
“It seems to me, though, that the English women

wear better than yours do; I mecan they do not age so

quickly. Of course, like you, we have progressed; we
no longer have any grandmothers in England. The
day of the cap and the quiet corner by the fireside for
the grandmother has passed away. But I think our

women preserve their good looks to a more advanced
age because théy are more phlegmatic in tempera=-
ment; they lead placid lives: there isn’'t the nervous
strain upon them that there is on American women.

“They stay young just as long <3 they possibly can
without the ald of the beauty doctors. Our beauty
doctors haven’t the vogue or the clients that yours
have. I have been told that our climate is better for
the complexion than that of the United States,

“Whom do I regard as an excellent example of the
typical American girl? Dear me, I couldn't say. You
have so many types, and each is as typical of America
as the others, perhaps. My awn conception of the typi=
cal American girl has always been excellently cone
veyed by Mr. Gibson, the artist. His girls, especlally
when he puts them in pall dresses and does up thein
hair, look to me as typical as could be of an Americanh
beauty.

«“Mr. Gibson, in that kind of girl, makes her quite
proper in bearing, from our standpoint. I cannot ime
agine one of those tall, stately Gibson girls waggling,
could you? It would be a desecration.

“Prim, did you say? No, there is no suggestion of
primness in the demeanor of a girl who conforms to
our notion of deportment. Primness is as much '‘a
fault as waggling. Dignity without stiffness is what
we aim at.”
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N EUROPE, where military honors and trophies
are held in much estecem, souvenirs of great
commanders are highly prized. More than one
museum—especially in Germany—is the pos-

gessor of swords of honor that attract the atten-
tion of visitors.

Some of these represent the workmanship and
recall the martial glories of three or four cen-
turies ago. Their form and chasing to scme ex-
tent indicate the social and artistic life of the
period in which they were made.

Hilts and blades of the seventeenth century,
for instance, are much more elaborate than those
of tho sixteenth — indicating that simplicity
of taste even in military equipment was disap-
pearing with the years.

Most of the weapons that have been preserved
for public view are the so-called honor swords—
more for ornament than use—most of them hav-
ing been presented to their owners, who were emi-
nent in the civil or the military world, by their
admirers.

man _eollaotions are sevoral that wore owned

by Emperor William I,
The one which attracts mof. attention is the
ocoronation sword, a splendid but simply wrought
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7 R e

woapon with a handsomaly ornamonted soabbard.

Noar this is proserved another which was prosont-
¢4 to him by the German army upon the day he com-
pleted his seventeenth year of miditary service=-Jan-
uary 1. 1877,
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Another, which was richly decorated with fre-
clous stones, was presented to him shortly before his
death by the King of Portugal.

Preserved in the Bismarck palace is the sword
presented to the Iron Chaneellor by Emperor William
upon his eightieth birthday.

It has a handsomely chased, finely tempered blade,
and the hilt is adorned with the heraldic devices of
the empire, :

The sword and belt presented by Napoleon I to
King Max Joseph I is another peautiful specimen of
the artisan’s skill. Gold heavily plated taQ handle,
which also holds & number of preciqus lewels.

Remarkably handsome is the scabbard, which 18
wide and flat® It is encrusted with precious stones
and ornamented with conventionalized eagles, crowned
and standing upon globes.

The sword of General von Kleist is rich in silver
ornamentation; that of General Couriol has a lion=~
headed hilt inlaid with pearl and a finely chased
blade.

Included in the German collections is a sword of
the Elector George William. Its long, slender, finely
tempered blade is filled with etchings, bears several
mottoes, carries a portrait bust of the elector in the
dress of the .period and the arms of the electorate off
Brandenburg.

The sword of Frederick I who raised Prussia to &
kingdom in the following century, is also carefully
preserved. It is a simply made teapon, severe and
straight and in the form of the side pieces that were
worn by the Crusaders.

Many swords of the time of Frederick the Greaf
are kept in the museums. Some are those of the fad
mous King himself. On November 7,7 1741, his favorite
sid® picce played a peculiar role in Breslau when he
received the homage of the Silesians.

In the course of the function the regular cere~
monial sword from the royal regalia not being at
hand, the King reached forth his own sword, with
which he had conquered the Silesians. In pledge of
fealty the Silesian magnates kissed its hilt.

Trederick gave to his brother Henry & beautiful
sword, that is still in possession of the Hohenzollerns.

FAMOUS GENERALS HONORED :

Swords of honor presented to Blucher, Wrangel
and other famous generals are objects of daily curios-
ity. That of Blucher has lost its scabbard. It was pre=
sented to him by-the city of London in 1814,

Honor swords of the time of the First Empire of
France ran to mother-of-pearl insettings with gold ore
naments on the hilts. Silver portraits of Napoleon are
usually to be found somewhere on the weapon.

Historically interesting is the sword of Francis II,
of France, which Napoleon took from Madrid and pus
in the Louvre Museum.

The sword of Napoleon IIT is E ot in a glass case
in thn Cadet School at Gross-Lichterfelde. It was sur-
rendered at sdian.

Among the cherished possessions of the German
Imperial family is a representative of Oriental skill
It was among the favorite weapons of the Shah Nadir,
and was presented by him to Emperor William I at
the close of the Franco-German War, while the recip-
jent was with his victorious army at Versailles.

One of the most interesting relics in the German
collection is a richly chased Hubertus sword, which
dates from 1623. It is a heavy affair, and was evidently
rot intended solely as an ornament.

Among the trcasures of Sweden are a number ot
weapons of greater or less antiquity. Some have the
straight, others the curved blade.

The sword of Cugtavus Adolphus is kept at the
Wartburg, held by a chain, and ever it hangs the
famous monarch’'s hat.
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