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you—it wu'e&y enough
mixed, senor. Just aftep.,
Turkish general

ey <wite: th. Whers -are.
¢ théy hurt—how can the

These thi fly through Jack's
brain; and his firét move is to stop his
oWn vehfele. Then ke dismounts, and
at sight of him Larry utters a war-
whoop, and would throw his arms
around the neck of Doc::r Jack - did
. that worthy prevent
'"-'-’wm are’the ladies 7 he de-
mands. ;
“ Hgre, doctor,”” and they make &
4 brave showing, seated upon the trunk
G Ar? you_ hurt " he asks, anxious-
1y, ‘approsching’ them; but his words
- are meaant for Avis only.
. “Not at sll, but a trifle alarmed—
it came so suddenly, you see,” re-
girl. ot
“Well, we must not miss that
train. ud;h:}m vehicle will hotd
us &1l ~ Let us get the trunk up quick-
ly, Larry. Not a minute to waste.”
' Juck's driver professes to be horror-
at the load he is to take, but
i " of several golden dou:
- { bloons ‘cause him-to show more alac-
-rity—the ordinary Spanish Jehu will
risk even lils neck for such royal pay,
‘and ‘think ‘litte of his vehicle: i
the trunk is taken up, the ladies
-innide, and Larry squeezes
§ ng them. Jack is about to clam-
on top among the trunks, but they
not hear of it—the ladies insist,
loth, he crowds in, though
dm"h’ compelled to have the
ud New York girl sit upon his lap.
- Strenger things than :this often oc-
- cur to travellers on the Continent, and

know, the sly fellow is: chuckling to
himself at the thought of how this
ludicrous ‘gituation would -strike the
eye of Mercedes could she but seg it.

It is impossible for Jack tg even
glance at his' watchsin order to note
how time is pa he is on tenter-
hooks, 85 to spesk, until the vehicle
' drives up to the station.
‘Then he finds théy are in ample time
‘tor the traim.  He takes it upon him-
self to oversde ‘all matters, pays the
driver, buys four first-class tickets for
Paris, _looks after the luggageé, and
last, but not Jeast, secures.a compart-
ment to'themselves. Such is the magic
power of money on the Continent—in
{act, the same applies all over the civi-
liged wordd. ¢ .

They are’all feeling. particularly joy-
ful over the success of their game. No

i- ‘| one but Jack is aware of the fact that

the pasha knows of their hurried de-
parture from Madrid.:

Doctor Jatk walks up and down oyt-
side on the platform, under the pre-
tehse of shiokihg a cigar, although the

8 | ladies hate given Rim the privilege of

doing 8o inside—an opportunity which
Larry does not scruple to improve by
using up an unlimited number of hor-
rid cigarettes. :

In geality Doctor Jack is looking
for familiar faces—he wonders if the
pasha ‘will ‘come, but’ lopks in vain
for tHe'red féd among the crowd. If

the Turk has arrived before them, he
‘I 19 all this while in one of the other

- Jack, a8 he walks up and
down, glances sharply into each com-
purtment, but fails to see the man he
looks for. ‘A number of shades. afe
down over the windows, and it is as
likely as not the pashs amay be in one
* | of ;these compartments ] !
thére "mie b eneriiles to think
about, without taking the pasba into
consideration, and if any of them are
| 8bout ‘he’ wanta: fo know. it. “In' his
mind he also thinks of Mercedes, and
. glances curiously at s, . number of

@ t see Ter face, for
[ the reboix’ hides it, but Her carriage

A T

t He suspécts that it is Mercedes, but
gwmﬂd “mitke certain, 80 he enters into
‘ah agfeement with & man who seems
to be & porter—there is a hasty ex-
.change of -silver—the man grasps the
| situation, picks up & box, and in pass-
/Ing the-lady’ manages that a corner
ishall catch in her long vall, which is
{instantly dislodged: ~Jack chuckles-at

! though. disappointed at seeing the in-
{dignant face of a stranger, who looks
{after the clumsy porter with daggers
in her black eyes, and proceeds to re-
|arrange her rebosa. o

{ A bell sounds—the :u-.r%cﬂu “all
{aboard " in his Spanish Wiy, and Jack,
itossing his clgar tdide, efiters the car-
jriage. Theh ‘the door i locked, but
a8 the American bought the guard,
i body and sotil] 'hé “will: be onhand as
'soon as' the train stops at a station
{to_see what is needed.

behind. No one is particularly sorry
“to do this, for the Spanish capital
‘has-little to ch .the -modern tour-

One ‘attracts niore '\Mﬁ"'m
lance—he

is-stately’and-hek form indicdtes youth:

ithe syccess of his little game, even-

Then thev begin to leave Madrid

| Avia, sees an iunterrogation péint in
Larry. | per eyes, awd with a grin jetks his
T thumb. back. gver his shoulder in the

direction of Doctor Jack, - just now
deeply engaged in taking a nap, for,
poor feow, he has not had a wink
of sleep the preceding night.

Avis understands—this thoughtful
man is the good genius whom they
must thank for such forethought—he
has telegraphed ahead that the din-
ner be ready, and given the guard
money to pay for everything-—that
guard, by the way, must imagine he
has an American prirce aboard, judg-
ing from the prodigal way he throws
his gold and silver around.

8o the young girl feels more than
ever tender toward the hefo of the
arena- how it to her she
has known him for years—he was
Aleck’s friend, and now her champion.

He seems to be resting uneasily—
the cushion has partly fallen from
under his head, and bending down
Avis tries to rearrange it. In sd do-
ing a lurch of the train causes her
hand to touch his face—his eyes open
—she blushes as he quickly and deftly
catches her hand, and presses it to his
lips—thank heaven ! the others are so
busy arranging dinner on the table
that they do not see this.

Larry, seizing a tin pan, beats a
tatto upon it in lieu of a gong, and
this brings Jack to his feet with
hidicrous haste-—love must take a back
seat now, since appetite reigns.

They have great fun over the dine!
ner, as there chance to be several
@ishes which none of them understand,
80 that their tasting dnd comments on
these are ridicamlous. On' the whole
‘the dinner is good, and they enjoy it
with remarkable unanimity.

The others cannot but notice that
Doctor Jack is unusually quiet. Avis
inquires if' he has a headache, and is
not satiégfied when he says me, for she
understands that.there is' some worry

<In. this- she' 18 right—Jack rlt;reuu
trouble 9f scine sort ahead. e has
learned qt‘;ut ‘Pon Carlos is on the

which fact is in itself sugges-
tive, for the. Don would not be mak-
ing this journey omly for his presence
aboard. :

Then he is also sure the pasha must
be near at hand. If these two unite
their forces, trouble may come. The
train has to pass through a lonely sec-
tion of country during the night run,
and makes so many stops that it
would not be difficult for a resolute
body of Carlists to. capture the whole
expedition.

When the meal ig done they chat
for a while and look at the scenery.
They are now getting into the valley
of the river Ebro—vineyards and
orange groves are to be seen, although
the latter are not plentiful this far
vorth in Spain, the main crop being
gathered in the region ' of Seville, in
the southern province of Andalusia,
and along the warm coast of the
Mediterranean, the upper portion of
the peninsula being often bleak and
cold in the winter season.

It is half-past three when the: train
enters the city of Zaragoza, on the
Ebro. Here quite a long stop is
made—their course for the next
8ix hours will be up the val-
ley of the Ebro, and they may expect
to seé much more of Spanish thrift
and. industry than has as yet greeted
their viston.

Jack goes out to stretch his
‘legt and smoke a cigar, in which
former act the dude imitates him.
Presently Larry sees some fruit, and
rushes off to.buy. Jack hopes he will
‘mot be left hehind, and. ix determined
‘that nothing shall take him from the
vicinity of the car.

-There are many people at the sta-
09‘1;. and he eyes them with careless
indifference. As he stands thus he
feels a hand touch his arm.

* Senor. Jack,” says a low, hesitating
voice—he ‘recognized it instantly, for
he can never forget that velvet-like
tene—wheels without delay, and then
and there receives a powerful shock.
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The person who has touched him is
& boy—his face shows traces of grime,
and altogether, with his ordinary gar-
ments, he is one upon whom a person
would hardly bestow a second glance.

It is that face, however, upon which
the American fasteng lis eyes—the
voice has already given him a clew,

nd he finds no difficulty in recognis-

~—Mercedes.

He has seen her as flower girl and
nuA—now he discovers her as a pea-
sant boy. - His admiration for her
boldness &and qualities as an actress
are unbounded, and yet he would not
like ofie he loved to be engaged in such
‘& business.

Mercedes understands that he has
recognized her—even a faint blush ap-
pears beneath the grime.

“ Senor Jack, do not judge me be-
fore you know why I am here—why 1
sacrificed my beautiful hair and as-

st like gay Paris, and as the road
‘from the first generally leads to the
Second, every: emdtion can be summed
up’ in anticipation. -
t Our friends are very comfortable,
but Larry is the only merry one of
the four. Avis is thinking of what
 lles in the near future, Will they find
Aleck and manage to save bim 2 As
she looks in. the direction of Doctor
Jack, somehow & feeling of great
peace comes upon her—his face seems
B0 strong and masterfal, that she be-
“[ Heves nothing can be impossible with
-{ Buch a man. It will be readily per-
cefved by even the dullest veader that
the effect of their singular meeting is
having full- sway, and.that Avis is
just as deep in the miud as Doctor
Jack is in the mire.

As for that worthy, he appears to
-} be glancing over th pages of a mag-

azine, but his thoughts.are not on it.

of the pamphlet at the fair face near
the window. .He is pondering updn
many things, and the chief of these
is the game which he is expected
‘| soon to manipu‘ate.
! Will they sucgeed ? If not, the re-
sult must mean disaster to them both,
for Abdellah -Pasha is just the man
to have a terrible revenge.
Doctor Jack knows the dapger—he
has assumed it without & sinmte fear.
for he also guesses the stake he is
playing for—Avis, .
If he succeeds she must be his. As
he feasts his eyes upon her from time
to time. he makes up his mind that
she is just the girl a man might go
through fire and water for. The
train proceeds In jerks—at times their
speéd is so.rapid that it almost .makes
them dizsy—the car swings-from side
to side, and they:have to hold on to
their seats. Then &gain they creep
along at a snai’s pace. Larry laughs,
and. again frets and fumes, declaring
that if the deor were only open he
would get owt and help push the train
along. 3
Their course is almost due north-
west until the city of Zaragoza is
reached, witich- at this rate will not
be until mwear evening. Then they
head north-esst, finally north, cross-
ing the border by keeping close to the
By of Biseay, at Bayor.ne, when they
will be if France, with the dawn of a
new day, wind and weather permit-
ting, after which a run of a few
hours will take them to Paris.
So the morning passes with various
delays—this fast Paris express is a
.| “terror,” indeed, and makes poorer
Frogress than any train in America.
: They have al] learned to be phil-
osophical, and take - things as they
comé: - The  time : passes,- and about
noon, at a station called by the guard
Calatayod, a huge hamper s put in
the carriage,

'} Now and again he looks over the fop |

d this hatefu} disgyigse. It was
to. warn you—to, save you,”
er words gxe low—they thrill Jack,
and tell him one thing he is glad to
know—that her good ange! has trium-
phed.

“ Warn me of what ?” he asks, eag-
exly, for although despising danger fo:
Rimself. he cannot forget who is i
that carriage.

“A 2w danger awaits you. The
train i8 to be attacked by a few Car-
¥st friends of Don Carlos when i
#lopa at 8 small station. I belisve it
i# on the other side of Logrono. It
¥ou would avold trouble, you had bhet-
ter wait over here for the mornin;
train, or at least stop at Logrono.”

Jack ponders—it I8 his desire to ge
cut of the country as soon as possible
but he doss not want to make a mis-
take.

" When are we due at Logrono 2" he
arks.

* 1 do not know—there is the guard.’

“Come with me, we wil enquire.”

This brings them near the train—
Mercedes is Irresistibly drawn to look
up at the window, and a hot wavc
sSweeps ov:r her face as she sees the
Ameriean girl eyveing her. Uncen-
Sclously she draws herseif up haught
ily in a magner very unnatural to the
pleasant. charscter she assumes—it i
a 1arfible torture for the proud we
nan to he thus scrutinized by fer ri
val—she in a lowly MNeguiée; while Avis
looks 80, fresh' and pretty In her neat
travelling d}‘ég.- Sl R
- Merdbdes Helds.her Lreath—she feels
dizzy,"and a Whirl of.contending emo-
tris- rusk “through her mind. At
Suht.of I Tivil's cold stare her blood
hee sewrhad 1ike ‘mblteli' 1§ va—she feels
the “positior’ dife has piaced erself in
ltenly. ‘antl s Gesied fot revenge comey
tS-nd¥.” hew her eyes fall on the face
of Dootor Jask—his calm gray eyes
give her life and she is her own true
self agaly, thcugh she feels that dur-
ing the last minute she has passed
through the fiery furnace.
iJack learns that they reach the
town at about half-past ten, and be.
leves this is a good time to leave the
train. So he makes up his mind to
20 on. It is unfortunate, but not be-
ing able to foresee future events he
does not know the chances he takes.
Mercedes speaks a few more words.
and turns away, for she feels the eyes
of Avis upon her all the time, and it
inekes her very uncomfortable. Jack
seer her enter a compartment near by.
He does not know what to think of her
action, but, llke a sensible man,
judges it from the motive, which he
khows is a noble one.

Thelr time is up—the signal cries are
being given, and as yet Larry has not
turned up. He wlill be left—all are
aexious concerning the little dude, and

/“Oh ! woman, in our hour of ease,
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Breath, but triumphaiiily holding aloft
his packages of fine fruit.

“’Pon 'onagh, now,” he declares, as
soon 2% he can find breath, * it wasn't
my fault, ye see. I would have been
back in good time, but d'ye know a
beastly fellah began to accusé me of
running away with his sister or his
auve.t, or somebody in petiicoats, caugh
me by the arm, and declared it hi:
intention to awest me. I heard th.
3uard cwy ‘all abeard,” but, hang th:
s 'uck—pawdon the expwession, ladies
but a fellah gets worked up, you know
—this chap wouldn’t let go, so I jus
Awepped my packages, sailed into the
bloody ™ pizae, tumbled him ove
among- the owanges, and then snatch
ing up my bundles made a bee lin
for the twain, which I came vewy nea
missing, tah Jove !"

That was the story—a very simpl
one, and with just enough of the lu
| dicrous about it to create a genera
'augh. = Doctor Jack, however, see:
deeper into the game than any of the
others, and taking advantage of thc
first opportunity he tells Larry so.

* The whole affair was a set. wp job,”
he declares.

“ What !” cries the dude,

“That man had lost na wife, or sis-
ter, or grandmother, He simply
led.” :

“ With what object M view, pray?”’

“To detain you im Zaragosa while
the rest of us went on,” replies Jack.

“To wob me 2

“It might hgve come to that, al-
though I am not sure. The main ob-
ject was to separate you and L”

“The duse! 'What for >

f on the traip is made.”

“Attack on the twain!" ggsps
Larry.

“Certainly. I have learned that
after we legve Logrono, at a, certain
small station where the train stops to
glve the locomotive a drink, a band
of Carlists mean to attack us  Their
object you can readily guesa—it is to
take our lives, for you are also ac-
counted a traitor to the cause, since
you are hand in glove with me.”

This information astounds the New
York dude, but dges not frighten him.
It seems & pity that such indonfitable
spirit should have. been placed by a
. freak of nature in such an insignifi-
“cant little hody. .

" ‘Well, the first part of their scheine
has. been a faifare—we can autwit
them, I rather guess, and if nat; thea
*we'll foht.” .

“ Bravo! Larry, old boy.. Neyer
fear but that two such cronies- as- you
and, 1, wil} fall upon them hip and
thigh if the occasion ariges: But 1
hope to avoid it by leaving: the: tmain"
at Legrono, and waiting over untifl to-
morrow. By the way, are you: arm-
ed, Larry 7

The dude nods.

“I've got & revolvah i my hip
| bocket, and was gccounted the crack
' shot of the Bon Ton Rifle Club in New
York,” he makes reply.

“ Better and better. I myself am
N0 mean marksman, and I have a
Jandy six-shooter in my portman-
teau, which, as you see, the guard has
placed under the geat there. We will
not worry over the matter, old fellow.

way, as though wondering what we
are plotting about.”

Eoon they are all eating f d
chatting as merrily as tho?q}:l'; ‘:;t
the slightest shadow hung ?{w them.
But Jack speedily becomeg aware of a
certain fact—it causes him addittonal
worry.  Avis has gt mm; a3 ¢ol as
an icicle towaggf"% .  When she
chats with the 8%t she &% as merry
as of yore.jh_§.‘f,‘k he asks her a ques-
tion she hnswets in the ahortest way
possibjéls i

i ~hoW ¢an they help it—and wisely de-
i}lde that § chance should be given
j-hese two to make up, for already

s, '

l As for Doctor Jack, he is puzzled
jover the action of the girl. He knows
.00 reason for it, and is about to set
ithe thing down as some peculiarity in
|her @isposition—his experi in the
i past have warned him that truth lies
iin that old refrain of the poets :—

' Uncertain, coy, and hard to please,

And variable as the shade

By the light, quivering aspen made—

When pain and ‘anguish wring the
brow,

A ministering angel. thou.”

[T be Continued.]
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