e e e i e T ————

%

NIRRT S

s

s 3
¥ o -
e s

¥

SRS R

Dominion

Parliament

Lieﬁt.-Col. Domville Introduces a
Bill to Amend the Mil-
itia Act.

Expenses of Canadian Contin-
gents--Hon. Mr, Fielding’s
Notice of Motion.

»Ottawa, Feb. 8.—Members on the gov-
‘etmment side of the House of Commons
yesterday ‘bad another chance of display-
m.g their party enthusiasm when Mr.
Bdward Fortier, the member-elect for
Lotbiniere,” took his seat on  that side
of the¢ chamber. He was introduced
by Sir Wilfrid Laurier and. Mr. La-
““wergne. Mr. Fortier, although elected
i opposition to the Liberal who had

seceived the support of the convention,.
has already announced his principles as,

a follower of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. ..

. A cdommitfec was named to strike, the
regular committee. of the Houseé, and at

the request of the leader of the opposi-

sion this. committee will complete: its

Izbors without delay, meeting on Friday.

- Mr. Davin brought in his bill respect-
ing pensions for the Northwest Mount-
ad Police, which he explained at length.
. Lieut.-Col, Domyville brought in a bill

in amendment of the the Militia' act, the
ebject of which is to provide that Can-
ada shall not be required to take an Im-

perial officer as commander of ‘its mil-
#ia force. It might be that some people
Bad the idea that this country had not
efficers fit to take a position of this kind,

But when our officers get back from

‘Homth Africa with the war expericnce
will have gained there, what rea-

son, he asked, waa there that they should
Be barred? He could assure the House
that before this session closed it would
Be in possession of evidence that would
make it plain that it would be much
more prudent to. have one of our own
people over our own force.
tov him perfectly clear that if we have

men competent to handle the force in !
South Africa the same men ought to be:

zbte to handle the militia of the coun-

¢ By, better able, in faet, than any officer

from the other side.

Al Ingram (East Elg-in) is the author !

of » bill to amend the Franchise law
8o v+ to provide that those who have
B
¢ . ewection, should one be held, even
e+ Jdy after their return to the Cana-
dina shores.

.- .+abers’ guestions was the next or-
d&ér, wnd the first' one of any interest

m
r N

was. by Lieut.-Col. Domville (King's, N. |
®J in relation to an interview with Ma- |

jor-General Hutten published some days

ago in which the latter had said that
the “mfsterious influence” which had !
« gursued Col. Hughes to South Africa had :

Bbeen the fact that he went unrecom-

mended. Another statement of the gen- !

eral had been that those who had seen
#he letters written by Col. Hughes were
all of the opinion that he could not have

Been exactly in his right mind when he '

wrote in the manner he did.

The Minister of Militia acknowledged '

that he had seen the interview in ques-
tion. and had seen the general officer
eommanding in regard . to its authentic-
fy. General Hutton had said that he

" -umsed the statements in question, but had
mot given them for publication,

In reply to an enquiry by Sir Hibbert !

Tupper, the Minister .of the Interior
¢ slated that the government had not in-

stituted criminal proceedings against any !
of the officials referred to in the evi-

. demce taken before the enquiry conduet-

- ed by William Ogilvie. Their reason for

this course was that sufficient reason had
mot been shown for prosecution.

. The House next took up the notices
ef motion by private members. One
By Mr. Bourassa (Labelle), which pass-
ed, was for copies of all correspondence
M the possession of the government re-
ferring to the offer of Major-General
Hutton to serve in the South African
war, and also all correspondence between
the Department of Militia and Defence
and Major-Genera! Hutton relating to
the: organization of the Canadian contin-
gents dispatched to South Africa,

#&r Hibbert Tupper had a number of
-motions for pap®rs in regard to the Yu-
 Eew which were (all passed without dis-
" eussion. Sl 5

“Mr. Foster obtained an order for a
refurn giving an. itemized statement of
ke number of gallons of spirituous and
. malkt liquors taken into the Yukon since
the last return issued; the number of
permits issued therefor, with the mames

- 'of @hose persons or companies which ob-
. thimed them™ and the amount paid there-

for.
Mr. Davin moved for copies of all cor-
mpondénce respecting contracts for sup-
~plies . for the Northwest Mounted Po-
- Bee.

Mr. Monk (Jacques Cartier) obtained
-gn ‘order for copies of all correspond-
ence beiween the Department of TFi-
mance and the directors amd officials of
the Ville Marie Bank since Jan. 1, 1900,
and the reports upon the situatiom of
the said bank by the officers of the De-
- wartment of Finance, as well as a state-

‘ment of all sums. paid by the govern-

ment and of claims made upon the gov-
ernment in connection with the prosecu-
fio of directors and officials. of the
Bank- since its suspension.
8ir Charles Tupper rose with a copy
of a telegram from his son in Winnipeg
eontaining "a report of his speech the
other day, as it appeared in the Win-
mipeg Free Press, in which the Ottawa
eorrespondent said ‘that he had attacked
French-Canadians in a most bitter way,
but said that he did mot include all of
them in it. The leader of the opposi-
tion said that a more false statement of
- his remarks could not have been made.
and promised that unless a retraction
#nd apelogy were forthcoming he would
move that the offending member of the

press gallery be expelled from the priv-,
flezes of the parliamentary press gallery. ™'

The Prime Minister said that he would
aot like to. say anything as to the cor-

It seemed ;

- to South Africa as members of the |
i 2=~ contingents should not be de- !
«0 3t of their right to vote at a gen- |

(rectness or incorrectness -of .the  report
till he had had an opportunity -of look-
ing at the paper himself. He would
be heartily willing to do apythipg in his
power . to- see : that . the reports sent out
from the House ¢f Commons”of mem: .
bers’ speeches and the headlines reflect- .
ed correctly the +views expressed. He
had himself been falsely accused by-some
neswpaper writer of having. spoken at
Sherbrooke against Sir Charles Tupper
as having stirred up feeling in. Ontario
against himself as a French-Canadiam
This report had been cited yesterday by
Mr. Foster and was wholly without war:
rant. He had never used Sir Charles
Tupper’s mame in this connection at
Sherbrooke. He spoke thus to show
that he had been a sufferer in the same
way.

Mr. Foster said he would logk at the
report from which he had quoted and
would see whether: it bore out what he
haad said. ; .

Sir Charles Tupper again asked: for in-
formation as to whether the goyvernment
of Canada had, as stated in the papers,
given its concurrence to the demuncia-
tion of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty.

The  Prime Minister was not able to
say till ‘he had the permission of the
Imperial authorities, but he hoped to
lay the papers on the. table in a day or
two..

Mr. McNeill renewed his request of
the Minister of Militia that he should
make an offer of Canadian militiamen to
replace the Leinster Regiment at, Hali-
fax when that corps is ordered to South
Afriea.

The Prime Minister intimated that
the governmeni was in communication
with the Imperial authorities on the
. subject but could give. no more informa-;
tion.

"The House adjourned at half-past five

o’clock. ; : ;

Several more bills are given notice 9!
By private members. Mr. 'Douglas yvll-}
! champion once more his bill to regulate
! the grain trade in Manitoba and the
| Worthwest Territories, Mr. MeclInnes

will bring in again his bili to impose
| certain restrictions on immigration,
i Mr. John Charlton gives motice of his
! bil! in amendment of the Criminal Code.

i

AT ki
IN THE SENATE.

In the Senate yesterday the Hon, Jos.
. Sheyn was introduced by the - Hon.
David Mills and the Hon. Mr. Seott,
and took his seat for Chicoutimi.

The Hon. Mr. Poirier asked: “The Ot-
tawa Citizen of Saturday, Feb. 3rd, ha‘s
the following passage as part of its edi-
torial: “He, the Hon. Mr. Tarte, has
just told the people of Toronto that the
reason why Mr. Chapleau has been chos-
en (to the clerkship of #he Senate) is
hecause the government has made ' up
‘its mind to reform the Semate.’ Had
. the Hon. Minister of Public Works
made the above official declaration?”

‘Phe Hon. David Mills had  not seem
the question, nor did he know what Mr.
Tarte said. He disputad the statement
| made.

After some discussion the matter drop- ,

ped.

speech from the throne clanse by clause.
He denied that the speech claimed  for
! the government  the full credit for the
| prosperity. "The prosperity was an un-
doubted fact, and had dispelled the oid
myth of a secret arrangement between
i providence wand the Conservatives. Tt
| was regrettable that politics had been
introduced into the Transvaal question.
, Camaidians were all agreed in the matter,
{ and he believed supported the govern-
ment’s action. He reviewed the Trans-
vaal debate of last session, and defend-
ed the governmemt fromy she charge of
unnecessary de’ay. Ha charged Sir
. Charles Tupper with having sent his dis-
_patch offering to wsupport the govern-
ment to the Montreal Star hefore it
reached the Premier, which, he said,
was not the way gentlemen did.

|- The Hon. Mr. Power having defended
the French-Canadians, pointed out that
!in England the government was ap-
-plauded and a high encomium passed on
Lord Strathcoma. He defended the gov-
ernment’s action as regarded pay. In
future Canada would be called on to
send troops  to. other wars, and she
i might not be always able tb pay.

Mr, .Macdonald (Britsh Columbia) ac-
cused Mr. Power of having introduced
i the charge of disloyalty;  no one el:e.
He gave unstinted praise to«Ms. Mills's |
speech, amnd held that the government
had bheen tardy in sendicg troops.  He
believed if the Premier and Mr. Tarte
had had their way not a man would
have been sent. Where would those
gentlemen amd Mr. Bourassa go if Can-
ada were invaded by foreigh foes. He
gave a beed of praise to Lord Strath-
cona, and hoped the House would give
him shree cheers at rising. He spoke
{ high’y of Dr. Borden and the way. the
contingents were dispatched. He urged
-ful] investigation of the Yukon adminis-
tration, though not blaming the govern-
ment for the mismanagement of offi-
cials.

"The Hon. Mr. Bernier regretted that
any question of French-Canadian loyalty
should be made. For a hundred years
French-Canadians had been loyal, and
| he reviewed their acts im defence of
i Canada; The Manitoba school question,
j he waid, was not settled, nor would it

; ‘be tii? justice was done. :
| ~ The Hon. Mr. Primrose adjourned the
. debate. ~

|  EXPENSES OF CANADIANS.

The Hon., Mr. Felding last night gave
notice in the House of Commons that he
will next Friday move that the House
go into committee of the whole and con-
sider the following .resolution with Te-
spect tu ithe expense of sending the two |
Canadian contingents to South. Africa:

“l. Resolved, that it is expedient to |
provide that from and out of the con-
solidated revenue fund of Canada there |
shall and may be paid and applied '
sum, not exceeding in the whole the grum
I of $850,000, being the sum of $250,000

authorized under order-in-council, dated

the fourth day of November, 1899, and
the sum of $600,000, authorized by or- '
der-in-council, dated the fifth day of

January, 1900, toward payment of the

expenditures incurred or to be incurred

in sending the contingents of Canadian |
. volunteers to South Africa or in con- |
nection. therewith, and the members of |
the Queen’s Privy Counecil for Canada

and the officers and persons who author-

ized or made the expenditure of any of

the said sums under the onders-in-council

above referred to, or undet any warrant

of His Excellency the Governor-General,

issued in comsequence of or on the au-

thority thereof, are hereby indemmnified
and exonerated from all tiability by rea-

,

.race and religious cry in Canada. The

The Hon. L. Power took up the |

son of having used or authorized the
use of the above mentioned sums of.
money, or amy portion thereof, without
due legal aunthority and all expenditures
heretofore made of amy said sums ‘shall
be‘heid to have been lawfully made.

. 4“2, In addition to the said  sum . of’

$860,000 referred - to in the ‘preceding }

resolution, there shall and may be  paid:
and-applied from and out of the eonsoli-:
dated revenue fund of Canada a further
sum not exceeding in the wholé the sum
ot §1,150,000 towards defraying any fur-
ther expenditures that may be incurred
in’ conmection with thé sending of Cam-
adian volunteers for active service in
South Africa, and for providing as here-
inafter mentioned for a fund by way of
allowanee ' to such volunteens or their
dependents.

“3. The word ' ‘expenditure’ in ‘the
foregoing resolutions  inecludes ‘the fol-
lowing: 2

“(a) All expenses of every kindin ¢om-
nection with the raising, enroliing, arm-
ing, equipping, provigioning, dispatching
and tramsporting of the sdid contingents
up to the time of their arrival at the
pace of debarkation in South Africa.

“(b) The payment of officens, non-com-
missioned officers and men composing
the said contingents up to the time of
debarkation as aforesaid at the rate au-
thorized by the regulations and order of
the départment of militia and defence.

“(¢) Al separation allowances paid to
the wives amd children of ‘the married
non-commissioned officers and men, .at.
the rates laid down by ‘the' Imperial re-
gulations. SRR £roTay s

““(@) The difference between the . pates;
of pay of the officers, non-comimissioned: |
officers amd men, which they receive.or
are entitled to receive from Her Majes-
ty’s government during ‘their period of
service in Sauth Africa and the respec-
tive rates of pay received by them up
to the time of Gebarkation in South
Africa, such difference mot to be paid
to such officers, 'non-commissioned of-
ficers, and men, while on such service,
but the amount which would be payable
to each much’ officer, non-commissioned
officer or man ‘to be placed to his credit |
and to be applied in such manner as the
governor-in-council may determine for
the benefit of the dependents on him, or
failing such application, to be paid to
him or his representatives at the close
of his period of serviee.”

PUNRES  SES——.

Ottawa, I"eb. 9.—The question that en-
gaged the attention of the House of
Commons in a very warm debate yester
day afternoon and 'evening was as to
who is responsible for the raising of the

subject was induced by anotber refer-
ence to the report of Sir Charles Tup-
per’s speech on the address, as publish-
ed in the Winnipeg Free Press,

The 100th Regiment,

In reply to a gquestion by Lieut. Coi.
Prior, the Minister of Militia statel
that steps had been taken lcoking to-
wards the repatriation of the 100th Reg-
iment, and the matter is still i1n progress
of negotiation.

Sir Charles and Mr. Magurn.

Before the orders of the day were call-
ed the Prime Minister drew the atten-
tion of the leader of the opposition io
the question of the report which appear-'
ed of the latter’s remarks in the Win=
nipeg Free Press. He trusted that Sir-
Charles Tupper would regret the lan-.
guage which he had used towards a re-
spected member of the press, Mr. Ma-
gurn, Mr, Magurn had always been
known to be a respectable member of a
respectable profession. He had thought
at the time that Sir Charles had been
somewhat hasty, but he had not seen the
paragraph in the paper referred: to, and:
so did not express an opinion on the mat-
ter at the time. Sir Wilfrid then read |
the following letter which he had Te-
ceived from Mr. Magurn:

Ottawa, Feb. 8, 1900.
The Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier:

Dear Sir Wilfrid:—I was surprised to
hear at my hotel last evening that my
name had been mentioned in the proceed-
ings of the House-yesterday and an attack
made upon me by the leader of the opposi-
tion under the guise of a question of prlvl-‘
lege. I cannot conceive it to be the privi-
lege of a3 House composed of gentiemen to
attack in it an absent man and a person ;
cceupying simply the position of a private |
citizén of this country. i

I am not a member of the Parliamentary
Press Gallery. I did not write, or die- |
tate, or even see the report to which the
honorable gentleman takes exception in a
vague and general way. As a vyis'tor I
heard some short ‘portions of Sir Charles
Tupper's speech in common, I presume,
with many other vyisitors. Not being a
riember of the Press Gallery and not hav-
irg a seat there 1-am under no obligation
to the House, either real or fancied, and .
his reference to me yesterday was there-
fore wholly gratuitous,

The leader of the opposition sets up his
privilege. I claim the protection of the
House against an attempt to injure private
reputation, and in the ease of a journalist
it is the more to be deplored. I have al-
ways had a deep sense of responsibility in
the discharge of my duties, angd if neces-
sary . could have the testimony of nearly
every member of this House on beth sides
during the last four parliaments. In a well
known passage a great poet has character-
ized the conduct of a man who will” at-
tempt to deprive another of his g60d repu-
tation. !

In conclusion it appears to me that as
the question of an apology should come
not from me, but from my detractor.

Yours faithfully,
A. J MAGURN.

The reading of the letter brought Sir
Charles Tupper to Lis feet with -indig-
nation expressed’ in every line of his
face. Mr. Magurn, he said, was a gen-
tleman who had falsified what had taken
place before a committee of the House
and had grossly abused his privilege s
a member of the press gallery. It ap-
pcared, however, that the present tele-
gram had not been sent by Mr., Magurn;
but by the regular correspondent, and he
would -move shortly .to have this repre-
sentative excluded from the House,

The statement in the Free Press to
which Sir. Charles took exception was
that he had attacked the French in a
most b'tter way: but said that he dids
not inciude all French-Canadians, The
statement was, he claimed, as gross a
falsehood as a man could print. In the
course of his forty-five years of political
hge, he had come down to this day
with a conscience clear of having said
a word that would eause race or religious
rancor, i

“We will let the people of this coun-
try know,” said Sir Charles, “whether a

‘to in the 'city of Winnipeg.

' member for Sherbrooke,

i

p;rty l;z;s descended to so low a position = British’ ququ)l,qn government had been

that it can only sustain itself by means
of a press which thus violates every
prineiple of honer, and as this question’
is under discussion, I will take the oppor-
tunity ‘of dealing ~with “the question
which underiies this statement.”
Continuing, the leader of the opposition
complained that there existed an organ-
ized attempt on the part of gentlemen

sitting on ‘the treasury benches to libel,

calumniate and traduce him throughout
the country, and he would proceed to
show some of the evidence by which he
sustained that charge. The Minister of
Public Works had thrown out that
charge, and the Hon. Sydney Fisher,
who was engaged in disseminating under
his  ministerial frank, calumnious pam-
phlets, lent his countenance to these’
lying statements. ,

Sir Charles devoted a few minutes to
the Manitoba school question, and  its
settlement by the Laurier govérnment.
A remark of his in this connection which

caused a laugh on the other side of the |

chamber was that he: hoped the issue
was settled, and didn’t want to hear any
more about it.

The leader: of the ‘opposition said that
he would devote a little attention to the
refuting: of the foul slander that he had
ever endeavored to raise the race and re-
ligion. ery: The Minister of Public Works
had 'said ‘of him that in Winnipeg in
1896 he. (Sir Charles) had appealed to
this’ audience in the words: “Will yon
‘vote against me a Protestant and give
‘power to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, a French-
man and a Roman Catholic?” The words
had been made use of by the Liberal
party ever since,” and he would like to.
set himself right and 'explain . what he
had really said. He had asked his au-
dience, speaking to members of the Con-
servative party, if they were going to
turn their backs on him, a Protestant,
because of his introduction of the Rem-
edial bill when they had the evidence of
Mr. Laurier, that he ‘would take a sim-
ilar course. He had said: “Why leave
me, the leader of the party, to which yon
belong, to bring into power a French
Catholic, who' declares that the moment

he gets into power he will give these

peopie a stronger bill,”

Sir Charles referred to the fate of the
remedial bill in parliament in 1896, and,
being taunted as to the desertion of some
of the leading members of the party in
that day, remarked that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier' had had the good fortune to
have the hon. member for West York
(Mr. Wallace) acting: with him. And
why? Because Mr. Wallace believed
in his heart and conscience that the
measure Was an unwise one. (Cries of
“Oh! oh!”) Yes, and that was the
reason. These gentlemen who now as-

|sail Mr, Wallace are the followers of a

leader, now the prime minister of Can-
ada, who was sandwiched between Mr.
Wallace and the late Dalton MecCarthy,
the man who of all others had raised
questions of race and religion in this
House. But the Laurier policy was a
Janus-faced policy, declaring one thing
to the Protestants of Ontario and an-
other to the Catholies of Quebec.

Mr. Bourassa (Labelle) repiied to the
leader of the opposition, and asked mem-

vbers to look into what the Kree Press

had really sald as: to Sir Charles’s re-
marks. The report did not say that Sir
Charles had attacked the French-Cana-
dians, but it did say that he attacked
the French. Referring to the Han-
sard report of the speech of the leader
of the opposition, Mr. Bourassa asked if
it had not declared that Mr, Tarte, hay-
ing been in France, brought back to this
country- with him the feelings of the
French people against Great Britain. 1t
would be one of the greatest mistakes a
public man could make to think that the
feelings which exist between French-
Canadians and English-Canadians ‘ in
Canada are the same as those which

texist between the people of France and

the peopie of England.

Mr. Bourassa added that he was not
going to say‘that the Conservative party
had had a monopoly of appeals to reli-
gious or national prejudices. Instanees

-might be cited where both parties were

at fault. But it was unfortunate that
a man of Sir Charles Tupper’'s standing
should feel compelled to use such lan-
guage as had been quoted to-day amnd to
make such appeals as he had resorted
This was
not the first time the leader of the op-
position had endeavored to explain away
his utterance in Winnipeg, but there

.was one point he could not pass over.

What was the use of his appealing to

the people of Winnipeg on the ground, |

I, a Protestant, and he (Sir Wiifrid) a
Roman Catholic? How did that differ-
ence come into' the question at all?

Coming back to the point from which
he had set out, Mr. Bourassa claimed
that there was mno occasion for charging
him and his fellows with entertaining
views different from what the words ex-

‘pressed, for insinuating that they were
‘acting as Frenchmen in sympathy with

France instead of as British subjects,
and the leader of the opposition, having
uttered the words quoted against him,

.could not now complain if the press of
‘the country interpreted his words as an

attempt to -raise the race ecry in Can-
ada. ?
Mr. McIntosh, the newly returned
was the next
speaker, and aimed at showing that the
race cry was not a new one in Canada.
Mr. Geo. Casey (West Elgin) remark-

"ed that after such a speech as the House

had just heard, the leader of the oppo-
sition. would have to look to his laurels.
Sir Charles Tupper seamed to enjoy
maligning men sitting within his hear-

‘ing, who were not privileged to raise

their voices im reply.

Mr. Clarke Wallace said he had re-
futed the charge that he had broken
from his colleagues on a question of
bringing a religious question into tHfe
House. Speaking of the sending of the
contingent, Mr., Wallace gave expression
to the opinion - that the government
might well have acted under the Militia

JAct,

Mr. Davis (Saskatchewan) informed
the House that Mr. Davin had been tra-
veiling ‘through the Northwest asking
the electorate there if ‘they wanted to
see the French-Canadian tail wag the
Anglo-Saxon dog.

The British Columbia Offer,

Lieut.-Colone! Prior (Victoria) en-
quired what the government had done
in regard to the British Columbian gov-*

ernment's offer to send a contingent to
South = A frica.

.The Prime Minister replied that the

informed that their offer would be treat-
“ed ‘the saiite as that of Lord Strathcona,

the goveinment putting 'its machigery,.
organization-‘amnd officers at the disposjl-

of ‘the province to  organize the iurce,
. ‘the -provincé ‘bedring all expense,
Mr. Faylor moved the adjournment of
the debate and the House rose at 10.20
p.m. gl :

-—o—_
Ottawa, Feb. 10.—Sir Adolphe Caron,

in an able speech yesterday afternoon, |

in the House of Commons, administered
a well deserved. rebuke to those mem-

bers who have been questioning the loy:y

aity of French-Canadians, and making
it _a subject of discussion in parliament.
The ex-Postmaster-General, whose voice
is not often heard in the debates of
. the House, took vccasion at the same
| time to call down the Ottawa Citizen,
the Conservative organ at the  Capital,
for a térm, which it has been "applying
in a contemptuous tone to the Federal
. ministry.

The government’s redistributions bill,
,and’'a couple of minor items of govern-
: ment legislation received the first read-
ings.

{ After some formal business, Sir Louis
 Davies, ‘Minister .of Marine, introduced
and explained .a  bill * which is ‘to
amend an act respecting the safety of
ships.  Last K session, he explained,,k he
- had :brought in a:bill to extend the sea
"son . for unrestrieted. deck loads from
Oct. 1 to 12. Another provision aimed
;at.empo“'ering port wardens to .inspect
j-all{deck loads, but owing to the oppo-

i sition “of the shipping interests in the ;

: Maritme Provinces ‘this feature -had
;been struck out, and in so doing a mis
;take was left in failing to cover the
time between Jan, 1st and March 16th.
It was to. remedy this defect that the
present measure was introduced.

The Postmaster-General moved the
first reading of the government's Redis-
tribution, bill, which aims at the restor-
ation of county boundaries to the con-
stituencies which were changed in the
redistribution bills of 1882 and 189Z.

same form as that which had passed the
lower House one year ago but had been
| thrown out by the Senate. It would now
{ come as something .of an old acgquaint-
ance. It had been rejected by the Upper
House after a brief discussion, and he
hoped that this year better counsel might
prevail and that the measure, which has
already had the endorsatiomn of the popu-
lar chamber, would be allowed to be-
come law. It contained features which
were novel in legislation, by which the
redistribution was not to be pérform-
ed by politicians, but by a commission
of three judges of the High Court of
Ontario, men free from all party affilia-
tions or ties and who could be counted
on to act in .a perfectly impartial way.
There was no honest man who would
not say that the redistribution bills of
1882 and 1892 were a perfect travesty on
the principles of representation im par-
liament. Its whole aim and object was
to prevent a fair expression of the wiil
of the electorate. In the Senate the
bill of last session had met its fate at
the hands of the leader of the Conserva-
tive opposition. Perhaps the Upper
House was free from party affiliations
gs had been contemplated when it was.

defeated by the men who are mot in aec-

Commons. -A number of mew appoint-
ments had been made to that- Chamber
within the year and perhaps these gen-
tlemen might be able to conwert the ma-
jority ard secure a hearty consent ‘to the
passage of ' the bill. (Laughter.) It

already prejudged, as some gentiemen on
the other side of the chamber would
seem to indicate by their laughter. The
passage of this legi*tion he would only
add would mark the fulfilment of neariy
the last pledge that the Liberal party
had given the people of Canada.

Mr. Clarke Wallace, who ‘repiied to
1 the Postmaster-General, said that the
government’s intention was clearly to
mark time with this bill as it had no
notion of its getting through any more
than it had a year ago. Its injustices
were apparent on its very face.

Mr. MeNeill (North ‘Bruce) renewed
I‘his enquiry of ‘the government, which
he has made on two or three previous
loccasions, as to whether an offer will be
fmade to garrison Halifax with Canadian
| volunteers in the event of the Leinster
| Regiment being withdrawn. from there
for service in South Afriea.

The Minister of Militia and Defence
i replied: The government has decided, in
i the case of the Imperial government
i withdrawing the Leinster Regiment from
: Halifax to South Africa to undertake to
i supply the place of that regiment as part
of the garrison from the militia foree of
- Canada.

The Minister of Finance gave notice
that he would move on Monday the
_adoption of his report setting apart a
sum of two million dollars to meet the
expenses of the Canadian contingents to
South Africa. ' ¥

Mr, McNeill offered his congratula-
tions to the government, and remarked
that he thought the time oppertune to
bring before the House another very im-
portant matter. In view of the grave
news bulletined he thought that, laying
aside party feeling, the Premier and
leader of the oppeosition might consult
as. to how best to aid the Motherland
at this time. The Empire was face to
face with a formidable conspiracy in
South Africa against our fellow colonials
and ‘a great national emergency .had
arisen. It would be impossible to say
what the prolongation of the war might

‘ mean or what complications ‘it might

bring. What condition would Canada
Be in, in the presence of the land hum-
ger of the Continental mnations, if any
misfortune were to overwhelm the
Motherland? In what position wotld
Quebec” be placed? Tt would be worse
than the English-speaking “people be-
cause the lafter might make commomn
cause with their kindred to the south, if
the worst came to the worst.

Mr. John Charlton hardly knew what
to make of Mr. McNeill’s .address. He
did not like the alarmist tone of the hom,
gentleman’s remarks. He could see no
signs of the grave crisis referred to. The
British government is facing a task
which calls for men and money, but he
did not think ‘that the Empire was in
serious danger from a few thousand half-
civilized Boers. The press and people
were displaying great igmorance of mili-
tary matters and fancied they knew

, ' Oontintiing, he stated that the
 ment had responded to public se

This bill, he said, was in precisely the |

formed at Confederation, but he could !
not help thinking that it was a strange- |
coincidence that the measure had been |

cord with the majority in the House of

could not be surely that the bill was
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more than the generals in the field
lated and feeble garrisons had beep
ing .the Boers at“bay: The pusji
tﬂpled by the British had been c¢ypp
with the utmost bravery at the p“;“}wd
the bayonet. Bwut that there \\':1; ) N
doubt as to the issue of the camp ]

. aign he
could not see, ED he

govery.
ntimg nt

8,

in sending out the two contingent
A Voiee—“They hadto.” :
i Mr. Charlton—"They were wiiliny . »
(Applause.) *No public man \\-i}hlx
tempt to lead  public opinion, 4y ..
would not have been politic for the ...
ernment to assume  that public of
would support them in any particy|,
line of action, especially when tukin(‘-“
course’ involving the lives of thmu;,?u{i.
of our sons in Africa and much gy,
(Applause.). We had better, ip
opinion, leave the British gemera
work  out the problems themseives
sit down in the utmost confidence
British® valor and  military knowledge
will bring us out of this trouble “‘i\l;p.
phant and vietorious. I deprecate r};.,
%pessimistic tone; the war has got to t
cput through, for Britain is not goiny
abanden South Africa.” (Cheers.)
{ ‘Sir Adolphe Caron; who: was leading
the opposition yesterday, was the ney
speaker, and gave ‘expression to vieys
\Which -will be very generally endorscd,

ley, §
Iy
Is tg

and

|

)e

to

| ‘.‘I»rwoeld-‘be.z-wuﬁngrin-»-respeet," he
said, “to the House of Commons if | ,

, French-Canadian, should raise a discys.
ision whether Fremch-Candians are loyg)
or disloyal. It would argue on the purt
. of members: an ignorance of the vyery
interesting history of this continent

! which is past the possibility of existence,

'Imn the discussions which have lately

. taken place it seems to me that they
were fraught with more mischief thap
anything else, when they compared the

i loyalty of French-Canadians with that

'of Scotch, or Emnglish, or Irish. |t

{seemed to me fdr beyond the field of
proper discussion, simply because Can
ada has proved on more than one occa-

! sion that all her sons were loyal, wheth-

;er coming from Emnglish stock or from

:those who peopled this country for the

i first time, who came from France, which

iwe all admire, and which we ali love

'well. - Bat, - sir; that admiration and

Aove for the country of our ancestors has

‘never ‘prevented us on every occasion

! from being true and loyal to the British

}ﬂag, which has given us our liberty, the
greatest liberty accorded to any people.

{ (Applause. 'And, sir, let me say, stand-
ing here as a French-Canadian, that in

| my opinion, if any disaster occurred to

: the British empire, the race of ali races

itha't would suffer most keenly from that

‘dﬁsaster would be the French-Canadian.

| And, sir, the reason is obvious. My

hon. friend has spoken of the English-
speaking people making good terms on

!the other side of the line. It may be

'so or it may mot be so, but the French-

' Canadians occupy a peculiar position on

i this continent. We possess rights ac-
corded to us by treaty and respected by
the English, 'and that respect is the rea-

'som why we have remained on every oc-

' casion true and loyal to England.”

| ®ir Adolphe expressed his regret that

! one of the Ottawa papers (the Citizzan)

‘ had been referring to the govermment of

| the day as a mocecasin government. Tne

term was one of which he did not 1p-
prove, For his own part, he was proud

{ to be known as a “meoceasin,” as the de-

scendant of the noble men who had open-

'ed up this continent. But the term was

i used rather as one of scorn, and he hop-

; ed the allusion would be dropped.

| Lieut.-Col. Prior asked if the.govern-
ment intended in the acceptance of Brit-

| ish Columbia’s offer of a special con-

tingent that the province should bear

{ the expense of transport to South Af-
rica, The Premier nodded his head in

. the affirmative.

{ In reply to. an inquiry respecting the
Mounted Police, the Minister of Militia
announced that that body would be re-

j crnited up to its full strength. The

- government itended to do something in
the wiay of a mounted rifle corps during

; the present year.

| The House adjoured at 6 o'clock.

| IN THE SENATE.

i The Senate yesterday decided to ad-

" journ till March 1. - The Hon, R. W.
Scott, on the question of colonial prece-
dence in offering contingents, pointed out
that when the Queensland governmeat
made an offer last summer, public opin-
ion there rose against the governm:*
acting without calling parliament. The
matter dropped til Oct. 10. On that
day a message was sent that the offer
was delayed by a notice of motion of
censure, which would be disposed of at
any early late, It was Nov. 2 before
the Queensland contingent sailed. The
same thing occurred in New South
‘Wales. The government did not make
that offer. This was a private offer sim-
ilar to some made from Canada, in
which the makers got snubbed. New
South Wales had some 25 men, lancers,
driliing in Aldershot. These asked to
be allowed to volunteer. The reply wus
that the government could not give the
leave without a vote of parliament. The
vote carried by 17 to 10. ' It was sure
that had a vote been taken in Canada
not a single member would have cast his
vote against it.  That was Canada's
loyalty. In Queensland after 13 days'
debate the vote was 87 to 28. In Western
Australia the vote was taken on Oct. 5,
and a resolution of loyalty was forward-
ed. It had another step to go, however,
and did not pass the Upper Chamber till
Oct. 17, after Canada’s offer, and the

_contingent did not sail tillsNov. 5.

In New Zcaland the offer was from
private individuals, and the answer w:s
that: they should be accepted if réquired.
“ In South Australia the vote was taken
on the same day that Canada’s offer was
made. In one chamber the vote was 10
to 9, and in’'the other it was carried on
the casting vote of the president. Cana la
had not been dilatory. She had been be-
fore the others. There was not a man
in eouncil' who did not approve what
was done, Mobre than that, he had 2
conversation a day or two after it had
been decidéd to send the first contingent,
with Mr, Tarte, who said “Why shouid
we not send another contingent?’ The
offer of a second contingent was made
on Nov, 2, before the other colonial con-
tingents had sailed.

THE PLAGUE AT HONOLULT.

—_——

Honolulu,; Feb. 9.—Via San Fran-
cisco, Feb. 16.—No new cases of plagie
l&ave developed during the past four

ays.
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