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West Coast of

Vancouver Island

4—Present and Prospective
(By G. O. Buchanan.)

The Agent’'s Province. |
Indian agent for the Dominionf
nment for the West Coast, Mr.;
visits the viilages regularly, andl
by virtue of his office, almost ab- |
powers in Indian affairs.
he case of the lost schooner Fawn
Indian department negotiated a
ement with the owners of the ves-
1s to their accounts with the In-
hunters.
1e gross amount, when ascertained, |
s paid to the department and by it
ursed to the heirs.
"he question of determining the heir |
volved upon the Indian agent, as also {
ecautionary measures to prevent the |
estruction of the money. Mr. Neil has |
und it necessary to be most explicit |
warning the Indians that property;
ng to them in any way through the |
um of the government must in no |
be destroyed. Thus the chief's|
has been spared after the recentl
vement because some expenditure
)ominion money was represented in
ruction. g {
e inducements offered to seal hunt- |
been bettered year by Yyear,
e owners think a limit has been
and yet each year the difficulty
ing crews becomes intensified.

have

Sealers Get Hunters.
‘aptain Searle of the Libbie had his
at Friendly Cove “signed” in No-
nber last. But.he lay the whole
th of February in the cove waiting

1is hunters to come on board.
"he advance, which used to be $25
n, has grown to $60, and must

id in cash.

“cultus potla!ch"
paid when the canoes

a bonus of
are on

v way of advances the captain had
listributed some $1,500 and his signed
rew who were under the provisions

the Merchants’ Shipping Act, and

might legally be at any moment

s d as deserters, sat on the shore
day, and in their houses at niglht,
nd gambled for-the steadily vanishing

When Tom- lost $400 at a sitting, he
vent on board and stayed until the cap-
t opened up the slop chest and gave
him a pair of trausers at $4.50. Selling
the trousers to Charley for $2.50,' Tom
re-entered ‘'the game,” and the next
morning had $300.

Generally at night a deputation met
the captain in the store, and in vigor-
nus Chinook demanded larger advances,
that the *“cultus potlateh’ should be
paid in cash, not - in goods that
“Maudie": shonld: be engagefyas: codk
nd finally that the rate per skin be
aised $t. 2

In support of the last demand, at a
rit moment an Indian was pro-

iced who had come from Hesquoit,

the news that a schooner in Clay-

Sound had raised the price.

who has not heard a virile In-
1 arguing a caseé such as this, has

1 heard oratory.

And here we heard a fine testimony
work of Father Brabant in an

r of the orator- to an emphatic
ontradictiof of Captain Searle.

“Hesquoit Indians, Catholic Indians,
halo cultus wawa' (no worthless talk.)

In an early stagle of the disputation,
Monkey, who alleged that he had been

efused “advances,” skipped out

' Ahouset. It was gravely proposed

t the Quadra be sent after him.
or were the captain’s troubles end-
i when he got his crew away.
he spring trip along the coast is not
generally profitable, but is regarded as
necessary in order to secure and Mzld
L crew for the summer trip to Bering

In June the captain was back in the
ove. and again there was the rustle
et the crew -aboard. With .sails

*d and anchor hove short, the cap-
was waiting for the last tardy
when a puff of wind set the

er dragging, and before seaway

e gained, tHe Libbie touched the

nage was trivial and was re-

n one tide, but the Merchants’

Act was now in evidence on

" side. The Indians would not

n a damaged vessel, and the cap-

is forced to send the Libbie to

'a and take out another schooner,
“Pitlamping.”

I'wo

tourist

practices are observed by the
along the coast, which might
be made the subject of govern-
mental interference.
The first dis “pitlamping,” practiced
v both Indian and white hunters. At
low tide the animals resort to the
‘ogrh. the deer to eat seaweed, and fur
animals for clams and mussels. At
ight the light from ga head lamp in
canoe can be seen reflected im the
ves of the beasts, and the hunters
100t without knowing what particu-
r gninwal they are firing at. When
¢ nunter is not in want of venison
‘#er so killed are left on the shore, or,
nounded, to die in the edge of the;
ds. Moreover, in the darkness, fur
s hit and not kifled outright,
seldom be found, and so uselessly

well

second is the stripping of cedar

Lo advice.

Fnr ages the squaws have strip-
edar trees for the inner bark, of
hey make mats. In cruising in
S Oone seems never to get be- |
scene of their operations. Ce-
nstitutes perhaps 25 p.c. of the |
Ing timber, and scarce a tree has1
ed, while some have been vigited |
‘a;tar's in 100 years, and a strip |
N Ifrom each quarter of the tree.
“amage amounts to millions of dol- |
ind is still going on.
most desirable that the Indians
be encouraged in industry, but |
‘<i1>k would be inexpensive raw !
. 'n comparison with cedar
Fhe Indian department might !
nsider whether something else |
'L be supplied that would answer
pose, so that, without hardship,
ght be forbidden te destroy the {

His Ignorance. g

stages in educational ad-

‘ Bob

| the Bush Fire

vancement are exemplified at Noeotka.
In the spring considerable quantities

| of furs are on hand, and the Indians

resort to the store with their catches,
prepared to megotiate. That an old
couple has come from Nuchatlitz (30
miles) with a dozen skins, is no sure
evidence that they expect to sell. To
the Indian time and distance have
little meaning. He knows, or says he
knows, just how much he can get in
Kyuquot, or Hesquoit, or Clayoquot,
and even in Victoria or Seattle, and
from hi$ point of view it costs him no-
thing to go to either of these places.
Some of the younger people who have
been at the mission schools, can- com-
prehend value expressed in figures. The
storekeeper figures a lot at $78, and
offers one-half in chickimin (cash) and
one-half in iktahs (goods), and while
his customer may not accept the offer,
he at least understands it. With the
older people, numbers beyond 10 or 20
have little significance. The skins are
spread upon the counter and the store-
keeper makes his bid in coin piled up
beside each. The Indian closely exam-
mines the money, perhaps takes it out
of the store, but with no intention of
accepting any of the préliminary of-
fers made him. The deal which began
in the morning is terminated at night
by the return of the money and the re-
moval of the skins.

Token' Sticks.

In contempt of the white man’s coin,
the Indian sometimes produces his

| token sticks, and the storekéeper counts
| out to him, two for a mink, eight for a

marten, and eighteen for an otter, 'or
one for every dollar offered, and the
Indian goes away and carefully consid-
ers the sticks, and probably brings
them' back.

I was told that it was common to
give them beans as tokens, and that in
event of a sale and the subsequent re-
demption of the bears‘in goods or cash
—no ‘instance of -attempted imposition
by the introduction of counterfeit beans
was ever ‘heard of.

In the inspection of skins, however, it
is a case of ‘“let the bayer-beware.”
The whiskers of the seal may be insert-
ed, the tails of the minks sewn on, and
a fine dark marfen worth 415, if 'de-
prived of its stove polish, become a
$6 blonde. The Indian shows 16 shame
if detected in such frauds,  and:glories
if they succeed. :

One old Indian- particularly perni-
city, had swith® him-a béad-eyed boy of
ten. As he toiled over siiver coing and
token sticks, the 'boy kept tally ‘and
the father continualy turned to him

“Fi'teen, si’teen,” coupt-
ed the boy, but always the tokens v'gre
too few. And yet the father. was hot
appealing to the better judgment, but
the better memory of the boy, for the
mother had fixed minimum prices for
every skin before they left home, and
had sent the boysbecause he could re-
member, while the father could not.

The Law Defied.

Not very long ago*a constable landed
at Nootka, and finding the man he want-
ed in the store immediately arrested him.
A crowd of Indians gathered in the
store and suddenly interposing them-
selves belween the officer and his pris-
oner, allowed the Indian to escape.
When a few days later the steamer had
arrived, the constable undertook to ex-
ecute ‘his warrant forcibly. He was
forcibly resisted and his handcuffs and
baton taken from him. This flagrant
defilance of law has never been pun-
ished, and may ‘“cost blood upon an-
other day,” but it ealled forth a letter
which affords a sample of Indian liter-
ary effort: .

Misters: I want you to take Tom
away from here; he make your store a
jail. I did not allow you to come here
for that. They try to keep one of my
men looked up in the store. Another
thing I tell you, take your Store away
off my land. No man will come here
and take my men. S

THE CHIEF.

‘We append one upon a subject of bet-
ter promise. The writer of the letter
had spent money at the request of his
bachetor friend, and had written once
and was getting anxious:

Bob ’ é

Dick wants you to come at once with
your mofher. He has a woman for
you. Come at once “as several] men
want her, but she wants you and you
alone.

Now do not fool me in this. You told
me fo get a woman for you and I have
done so. It does not matter if you
have no money, as I have some! Get
boss at to let you off long
enough to come here and get married,
then you can go back. !

Postcript})y the chief:

“Okook Kkloochman yale delete teka
mika kopit mika.” (That woman wants
You and you alone.)

The chief was evercising his right of
approval.

A few weeks after the dispatch of
this letter I was again in the.village
and ‘was shown a splendid copper-col-

, ored Indian just off the boat and told

he was Bob.

I saw him buyin
clothes. ¥ Rgg00d

Saw him in the company of
a somewhat matronly, but good-look=
Ing, squaw, and hoped for the best. At
my next visit I was told it was off.
Boh thought the woman too old, and
had returned to bear the ills of bache-
lor life for a further term. The in~
cident shows that recent intercourse
lwith the whites has had a modifying:
influence upon their marriage customs.
had not 1left everything to his
friends.

At a deserted village I called the at-
tention of my companion to a copy of
Act, as supplied printed
upon cotton, by the Dominion govern-
ment. It was nailed on one of the
houses. I was told that the Indians
had complained to the agent of trés-
pass by white men, and asked for a
copy of the notice warning white men
not to molest, or rob or live among the
Indians. The agent lacked a copy ‘of
that particular notice ,but gave one,
that to the Indian was just .as good.
Stories of Wrecks.

Sitting in the store at Nootka in long
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winter evenings, one hears from the
sealers, trappers and timber cruisers
strange fragments of tales of wrecks on
the coast.

In December, 1905, the King -David,
a Scottish barque, found herself in
shallow water at Bajo Point, Nootka
Island. The captain let go his anchors
and held the vessel. At the first favor-
able opportunity he weighed and tried
to get off shore, but instead went hard
and fast on the rocks. The crew of
about 30 men landed and oecupied some
empty Indian house. The mate with
six men was sent away in a poorly
found boat to go to Cape Beale light-
house, the captain having no modern
chart of the coast. The boat sailed
away with a' N. W. wind, and was seen
off Hesquoit Point, but the wind chang-
ed to the S. E. and the boat was never
heard of again, The captain also sent
two men to follow the shore on foot.
They said they were given two biscuits
each. But following the shore front of
the outer coast of Nootka Island, where
precipitous bluffs head one off on the
shore, and where the sal-lal scrub in the
timber rises as high as a man’s head,
is no picnic. One sailor stopped at
two miles—the other went two miles
further and spent a night ip an empty
Indian house. Taking note of the sur-
roundings in the morning he found in
an outhouse four human skulls. These
were only good-luck charms of the In-
dians, but they were evidence enough
for. our scout. He returned to the ship
and reported to the captain thac he
pad found out ome thing for certain,
namely, that the natives—whoever they
might b®-were cannibals. \

Had he gone five miles further he
would have walked into Friendly Cove.

A month after the landing Captain
Townsend going up coast in the Queen
City saw a vessel with all sail set off
Bajo Point, and proceeding to the spot,
found and took off the crew. They had
suffered no inconvenience, had not even
taken the trouble to cut trees for fuel,
but had burned the Indian houses, and
they left the damage to be paid by the
Dominion government.

On a winter night at about the same
time the King David went ashore, an
Indian at Uclulet told his household
that he, while out of doors, had heard
one trémendous crash. In the morning
on the narrow point befween the vyil-
lage and the lighthouse was found the
wreckage of the Pass of Medford. Of
the crew of 35 no trace was ever found.
A cable’s length further to starboard
would have brought her into harbor,
and a mile to port woud have allowed
her to drift indefinitely up the coast.

Incidents in regard to the wreck
of the Valencia, that make one sadly
think of what might. have been, are
told. How the boat that got away
might have landed between the rocks
200 yards from the vessel, and by going
back and forward have ferrted ashore
many of the people. How the whaling
steamer Orion was lying in Sechart and
might hive been sent to shoot a line
ashore over the wreck from her har-
poon gurn. How the telegraph line re-
pairers got to the spot late on the
afternoon of the second day and were
haijled with loud cheers by the 30 odd
survivors. How in attempting to haul
ashcre a cable with a rope-yarn (the
only.light line then left on the wreck)
it fouled in“the drift-wood, and ‘before
it could be cleared, the vessel broke in
two, and first one end and then. the
other were swallowed in the yeasty
waves.

Present Development.

The present stage of development of
the West Coast is easily sketched.

The steamer Tees, Captain Townsend,
leaves Victoria-at 11 p. m. on the 1st
and 14th of each month for Clayoquot
and way ports, and on the 7th and 20th
for’ Cape Scott and way ports. She is
a staunch and safe: boat' with com-
fortable accommodations for 50 cabin
passengers, and she is generally crowd-
ed. Going up, she carries full loads of
general merchandise, machinery, build-
ing material, etc., and on her way
down she lies for from six to. sixteen
hours at the whalery at Sechart. load-
ing oil~and guano, while passengers
swe—Iter behirid closed ports and win-
down. The steamer Otter is also
run as a frieght boat.

The Quadra, of the Canadian gov-

ernment navy, patrols the coast, ang is:

concerned with the protection of the
fisheries, the salvage of wrecks and
their crews, Indian affairs, lighthouse
and telegraph maintenance, etc.

After Race Rocks, there are light-
houses of the first class at Carmanah,
Cape Beale (the home of our local her-
oine, Mrs. Patterson), Clayoquot and
Cape Scott, with two others under
erection, viz: Pachena (nearly finished)
and Estavan P/Jint (Hesquoit, entrance
of Nootka Sound), just begun. A num-
bmer of local harbor lights and buoys
(bell and whistling) also occur.

The coast line telegraph wire is main-
taired as far as Clayoquot, by the Do-
minion government. At present 40 men
are at work constructing a trail be-
tween Carmanah and Cape Beale along
the most dangerods part of the coast.
This is also Dominion government work.

At Bapfield Creek (entrance Barclay
Sound), the wire of the Anglo-Austral-
fan Company slips into the Pacific. Here
is maintained a staff of officials, re-
puted to be jolly good fellows, and a
handsome structure in which are locat-
ed the offices of the service.

At the head of the Alberni canal—a
continuation of Barclay Sound—extend-
inz 40 miles from the sea, is the village
of New Alberni, just ' now a busy place
in anticipation of a branch of the C.
P. R. from Nanaimo. A splendid high-
way,; with horse and auto stages, al-
ready exisls, connecting Alberni with
Nanaimo, 55 miles. Two miles up the
river is the old town and above that for
25 miles is-a fine agricultural Settle-
ment:

At Sechart, as one leaves Barclay
Sound, is the whalery with its raft of
sulphur bottoms, humpbacks, finbacks
and sperm whales lying  at the slip,
its ancient odors, its raw material ‘of
flesh and blood and bone and blubber,
its swarming Chinese and Indians, gulls
and crows and flies, its barrels of oil,
crates of whalebone, sacks of dessicat-
ed flesh and bone to be used for manure
and its reputation of enormous profit
realized and expected by its stockhold-
€Ts.

The whaling boats, the Orion here,
and the St. Lawrence at Kyuquot,
where a similar plant is just complet-
ed, have the operation of whale killing
reduced Lo routine drudgery.

The harpoon is propelled from a gun

‘and as it enters the soft flesh - is a

straight spear«head. After the lapse
of a few seconds a bomb explodes with
a shock which, if near the vitals, is
destructive of life. In anv case tha

flukes of the harpoon - are -thrown out
ut a sharp angle and firmly anchored.

After this the animal is done to death

by ‘fresh lances and harpoons.
Lumber Plants.

At “Mosquito Harbor, Clayoquot
Sound, is the sawmill of the Seat;le
Cedar Lumber - Company. - It is Dig,
new and up-to-date. Its specialties are
shingles and clear cedar lumber, of
which several cargoes are now ready.
A ship is en route to carry away to
Eastern United States ports the first
cargo. A new mill of moderate capa-
city at Alberni, and a few small “port-
ables” complete the-list of lumbering
plants to date. At Port San Juan, logs
are boomred for towage to Victoria, 60
miles, but from further up the coast
towage is impracticable.

There are near San Juan a line of fish
traps, at Uchuckleset and one or two
other points, salmon canneries, and the
remains of a few cannerieg and salter-
ies where the business has proved un-
profitable. 1

One or more stores are to be found at

-each of the ports of steamboat eali,

those at Ahouset and Nootka being
branches of the business of Mr. W. T,
Dawley of Clayoquot. At . Clayoquot
launches and rowboats ‘can be hired,
and at any of the portsscampers’ sup-
plies ean be bought. g

A copper mine, generally known as
the “Dewdney,” is under development,
with good prom‘ise, in Sidney Arm. A
marble quarry in Deserted Creek Har-
bor, Nootka, and an iron mine at Quat-
sino. Signs of gold, copper, iron and
marble are very plentiful, and coal has
been found at Hesquoit.

The Roman Catholic church has mis-
sions at all the Sounds, and at Hes-
quoit, and a hospital and boarding
school at Clayoquot. The Presbyterians
have a mission and large school at
Ahouset, and the Methodists a mission
at Clo-oose.

Half a dozen farms appear along the
shore between Race Rocks and San
Juan harbor, and at Alberni. One is
nefr, although not actually in sight of,
an agricultural settlement. ¥

A few Danish families were- settled
as farmers near Cape Scott, but several
of them have moved down to Alberni
this summer.

Father Brabant has a herd of cattle,
said to number 300, in semi-wildness, in
the swamps near Hesquoit.

The Poetic Side.

Of the charms.of a trip along -the
West Coast, of the glorious days when
the Tees swings upon the gentle swell
of the placid Pacific; 'of the wonderful
combination of headland, island, and
reef, of the.long bay south of Clayo-
quot,~with a 13-mile driving track of
hard. sand, the.. Hesquoit shore of
12 miles of flat sandstone; the bay out-
side- of . Friendly Cove with two. miles
of smooth gravel—where the waves
that have crossed the equator break—
of the clams to be dug on the tidal flats
anu the mussels and oysters to be picked
from the rocks, of the abelone shells
and marble pebbles of a hundred hues,
of the sea anemoné in the low tide
basins — open like - ivery petalled
dahlias—of the gentle deer with timid,
limpid eyes, standing in sunny nooks
on the headlands to be snap-shotted,
of the eagles swooping, screaming from
their nests in the tops- of lofty trees, of
elk and wild geese, rling ‘bears and
howling wolves, of: p sites fragrant
with the odor of wild honeysuckle, and

_vocal at early morn with the buzz of

humming birds, of the delight of the
timber cruiser wandering under the
cool shades of God's first temples, and
finding each successive mile bétter than
the last—or at any rate, too good to
leave unstaked—why, seeing that the
accommodation upon the Tees is-limit-
ed, should I write? g
The Prospects.

The chief development immeédiately
in-view is that of the lumber industry.
Vaneouver Island, during the next 50
years, will be the greatest lumber pro-
ducing country of the world. The crop
of 1,000 years is to be harvested.  All
of the Sounds, and some of the smaller
harbors of/the West Coast, offer great
advantages. Opening directly to the
ocean, they dare of the easiest possible
access for shipping, at the same time
affording perfeet -ghelter, and the ut-
most convenience for loading. The
whole island is a heavily - timbered
country, of ‘which as yet but little has
been cut or burnt.- “The-quality of the
timber leaves little to be desired. The
fir and cedar are famous; the yellow
fir especially soft as soap, fine as silk,
strong as steel, has thrown other woods
into the shade of unfavorable compar-
ison. Evefi government bulletins have
spoken slightingly of hemlock, apolo-
getically of spruce, and of balsam as
worthless. It ig time that all such un-
necessary discriminations ceased. ¥or
all common purposes—the purposes for
which the greater part of lumber is
used—these woods are all good and of
equai value. |

In the interior of the province at the
present time, it makes no ‘difference to
the milman whether the logs that
come to his mill are fir, white, yellow,
or bull pine, hemlock; spruce, cedar,
tamarac or balsam, all go the same
road. If g clear board presents iiself
it is dressed for finish, without regard
to the name of the wood. If unfit for
dressing, all woods go together into
the rough lumber piles.

The recognition of the woods hither-
to unnecessarily degraded, will make
each of the great sounds of the West
Coast, Quatsino, Kyuquot, Nootka,
Clayoquot and Barclay eligible sites
for a dozen of the largest mills. With
a cut of six milllon feet per day of
lumber, there will be upon the coast
a fleet of foreign-going and coasting
vessels, in each of the sounds, towns
and villages. Soon a network of rail-
ways, logging operations, if there were
no other traffic, requiring these.

It is not passible that territory show-
ing such abundant indications of min-
eral, iron, copper, gold and coal, will
fail, in time, to develop profitable min-
ing.

The fisheries will support thousands
of families.

_Back of all this lie agricultural pos-
sibilities that, in -time to come, will
astonish many people. Around Nootka
Sound there are thousands of acres of
land which when the timber is taken
out will be fit for cultivation and there
is some of the land in river bottoms
where little clearing is required. West

'of Quatsino a big slope of good land

lightly timbered is reported.

The ‘climate differs little from that
of Victoria. There-is no winter, but a
succession of Octobers until Aprils be-
gin. The month of February, 1907, was
a very fine month, in which vegetation
made rapid.growth,

A auarter of a million of white people

:across the river, met death by drown-
‘ing about 6.o'clock ‘yesterday- evening.

\
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on Vancouver Island in ten years, and
a million in forty years, is not an ex-
travagant prediction.

(The' End.)

TWO LIVES LOST.

Employee of Mill at New Westminster
Fell Into the Fraser—Boy
Drowned.

New Westminster, Sept. 5.—Alexan-
der McDonald, employed at the Fraser
River mills, lost his life by drowning
about 8 o'clock yesterday morning, and
up to a late hcur last night the- body
had not been found. ‘The man had been
workijng - the night shift, and was" re-
turning to land:from a scow, ‘where
he had been Joading lumber, when' he
overbalanced and fell in the water: He
was known to be a good swimmer, but
the icy ecold water provéd to be too
much - for him, and aftér sinking once
and sending forth a ‘despairing eéry for
help, he wds seen no miore. The un-
fortunate man was only about twenty-
three years of age, and “had Dbeen
working at the big mills *for some
months.

Jimmy Williams, the-eleven-year-old
gson of C. Willilams, arancher living

I{ appears that the lad fell into a deep
hole near the river bank and sank im-
mediately. The boy’s father was near
ithe scene of the accident, d made
frantic efforts to save his son’s life, but
in vain. The body has not been re-
covered. The drowning took place be-
tween the old ferry landing and the
Fraser river tannery.

LOOKING TO PEACE.

Ministers of Central American Republics
in. Favor. of Conference.

Washington, D. C., Sept. 5.—Aecting Sec-
retary Adee was busy to-day in various
conferences with the ministers from Cen-
tral American countries relative to the
projected peace conference. Four of the
five nisters called at the state depart-
ment, the only absentee being Dr. Ugante,
minister from Honduras, who is in New
York. Senor Godoy, the Mexican ‘charge,
who has been particularly active in help-
ing along this peace movement, also at-
tended.

It was found that while each of the
ministers was in hearty sympathy with
the movement and desirous of reaching
an agreement at once, only one of them,
Senor Mejia, of Salvador, was clothed
with the necessary plenary powers to
bind that government to the terms of an
agreement upon time, place and scope of
the conference. Therefore, at Secretary
Adee’'s suggestion, a meeting was ar-
ranged for next Monday. Meanwhile the
four ministers are to communicate with
their home governments with the view of
securing the necessary powers.

THE HOTEL FIRE.

Biaze at the Sheiton Hotel Was Prob-
ably Caused by Lighted. Cigar
Dropped on>Floor.

Tacoma, Sept. 5.—The fire which lo-
day destroyed the Webb hotel at Shel-
ton, resulting in the loss of t(welve
Yves, was discovered about 1.40 a. m.
It had started in the hotel annex,
probably from a lighted cigar dropped

in the sample room. :

The hotel was a three-story strue-
ture. The top floor was occupied by
a number of lodgers, but the actual
number is not known.

Within a few minutes of the time
the fire was discovered the hotel was
a mass of flames. Screams and cries
for help were coming from almost
every window and there were dozens of
people risking their own lives to help
bring out the unfortunates.

All but® three of the inmates were
killed by jumping from windows.

The coal consumption a head. is greater
in Englagd than in any other country. |

SUTTONS

Peoiene
SEEDS

Write for Catalogue of 1907 Farm
and Garden Seeds to the Agents— |

THE BRACKMAN-ER  MILLING

: COMPANY, - Limited.

125 Government St. Vicioria. BQ.

i after the announcement.

76 DOUGLAS STREET.

Fall 1907 Season

BLANKETS,

COMFORTERS,

~

QUILTS, PILLOWS,

UMBRELLAS, OILED CLOTHING, LINOLEUMS,
RUBBER COATS.

SEE OUR COMPLETE RANGE

OF SAMPLES. TRAVELLERS

NOW ON ROAD OR WRITE FOR SAMPLES AND QUOTA-

TIONS.

J. Piercy & Co.

Wholesale Dry Goods, Victoria

CALL ON

B. C. HARDWARE GOMPANY,
FOR
TMIXED AND DRY PAINTS
OILS AND VARNISHES

‘We carry a full assortment—the right quality at the right price.

PHONZXI 82.

P. O. BOX 683.

FAILURE OF GRAIN‘BROKERS.

Statement of Affairs Will Be Issued
Shortfy—Branch in Winnipeg.

New York, Sept. 5.—The failure of
Watson & Co., giain and commission
brokers, 'was announced on the New
York stock exchange tosday. It is un-

road stocks-lately.

The firm is composed of Loomis P. |

Watson, the stock exchange member,
Henry P. Watson, H. W. Jones and G.
Anderson.> It has branch offices In
Duluth, Hot Springs, Minneapolis and
Winnipeg. :

Mg Newell is the firm’s office man-
ager. The door of Watson & Co.’s of-
fice in Broad street was closed after the
announcement of the failure, a placard
posted in the door announcing that the
firm had assigned for the benefit of its
creditors. :

Mr. Newell was named as assignee,
The offices in Broad street were closed
Shoemaker,
counsel for the assignee, gave out a
statement that expert accountants had
been put to work on the books, and
that a statement of the financial con-
dition of the firm would soqn be issued.
He also said the banks holding Watson
& Co.’s loans have a disposition to leave
the firm an opportunity to extricate
itself from its difficulty. Since its or-
ganiaztion in 1901 the firm had made a
specialty of deali in grain futures.
H. V. Jones, formerly publisher of a
newspaper devoted to the grain inter-
ests of the west, travelled extensively
in the wheat belt, and issued frequent
reports of crop conditions. It was gen-
erally understood the firm had advised
its patrons to buy grain this year, and
both the company and its patrons
profited thereby. The announcement of
its failure was, therefore, unexpected
on the floor of the exchange.’

It was generally understood that the
firm had heavy commitments in Great
Northern and Northern Pacific stocks,
and that it suffered chiefly from the
enormous shrinkage in the market val-
ues of these secureties. Announcement
of the failure on the exchange had
been discounted by. the traders, many
of whom had had warning of it, and
had made contraets to sell stocks in
anticipation of the decline. This was
sajd to be the cause of the weakness
of the market during ‘the morning. The
effect of the failure having been dis-
counted before it was announced,
prices advanced as soon as the news
became known, speculators for,the de-
cline being compelled to buy at high-
er prices in order to fill their earlier
contracts to sell.

Winnipeg Branch.

}
Winnipeg, Sept. 5.—Watson & Co.,

stock |
sus- |

one of the largest grain and
brokerage houses in existence,
pended business to-day, after making
an assignment to W. F. Newell, man-
ager of the New York office. It is be-
lieved that the stringency of the money
market rendered it impossible to se-
cure money io swing It8 extensive
and widespread business, and there
was no other course to pursue than L5
go into-liguidation.

Mr. O’Brien, local manager, balieves
that the company is solvent, and that
all creditors will be settled with satis-
factorily.

YELLOW FEVER IN CUBA,

Washington, Sept. 5.—Two new cases of
yvellow fever in Cuba were reported to
the war department to-day by Chief Sur-
geon Layter, one at Cienfuegos and one
at the camp af Floredes.

_SENT TO: HIGHER COURT.
Regina, Sept. 5.—The policemen cl\hrpec’
with the -illegal arrest of a Chinamax

. thi8 “morning ‘waived preliminary exam-

ination and were committed for trial te¢
the Supreme court.

derstood that the 'firm has been very |
active in trading in Northwestern rail- |

The House
of Quality

Is the name of the new
Jewelry Store situated
at No. 39 Government:
Street, in the premiseés.
formerly occupied by the
B. C, Permanent Loan
and Investment Co.

This house will make

a specialty of Watches,
-Diamoinds, Jewelry,
Clocks, Silverware,.
Spectacles,Field Glasse
etc., Watch and Jewelry ¢
repairing, and will wel-
come a call from you
whether you are an in-
tending buyer or not.

Mail orders have our
prompt attention.

The I. M. Whitney Co.

Diamond Merchants,
Silversmiths, Jewellers,
and Opticians

39 Gov’t St.. Victoria, B. C.

AS A PICK-ME-UP

—TRY—

~ Syrup of
Hypophosphites

AN IDEAL
SUMMER TONIC,

One Month’s Treatment, $1.00

CYRUS H. BOWES
CHEMIST.
98 GOVERNMENT ST




