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present time which does more to-
wards moulding the character and

standing of our young mea and wo-
men than does a we «}uip , commend-
able business college. 1In this respect To-

ronto has reason to feel proud of hav-

in its midst a business college so well
established end thoroughly reliable as
The Central Business College, located at
Yonge and Gerrard streets.

We feel safe in stating tbat this in-
stitution . has not a peer in the Domin-
ion of Canada. The eurriculum offered
embraces all that is essential in acquirin
a thorough and complete business ed-
ucation.

Mr. W. H. Shaw, its Principal, has
always exhibited the most friendly atti- |
tude towards labor and his excellent col-
lege has proved a boon to thousands of
artisans in providing a means for their
sons and daughters to qualify for good
positions a at nominal eost. Labor
should therefore aid in every way possi
‘ble in making this desirable concern a
greater and if possible, a more import-
ant factor in our edueational system.
Mr. Shaw is a member of the Public |
Sehool Board and has rendered the pub- |
Tic splendid service in that capacity. He
# candidate for electioh tq the new
of Education and om apcount of
bis wide experience in educational mat- |
fers, and the reliance to be placed in his
efforts to remove the frills from our
and high school courses and re-
] them to a sensible, practical basia,
he should receive the most liberal sup-
port from our cause. R
The hosts of union men of this city
ng “thronghout the
no mistake in extending to the Central
BPusiness Collego their hearty influence |

and eo-operation. ‘e }

The Manufacturers Life Insur-
. ance Company. |
- Labor should spars no effort to make
the of ‘an enterprise such as/
$hat of the Manufacturers Life Insur
angé Co. a greater and more progressive

'g.mlh bailt & splendid
: and its dealings have always,
and considerate, and its atti-|
toward the cause of conservative
has never been antagouistic.
e offices are located in the McKin-
2o Building, 19 Melinda street. It is a’
well known company, and enjoys the pat- |
3L of a large mumber of our mem- |
many oceasions i
champions of union |
: . We feel that this company is de-
[sérving of every success, and we do not |
(hesitate to patronize this company when
looking for life insurance. E

: ® .
Canada Paper Company.

No goncern in Toronto has been moret
thoro ted and more thor-|
y interested in the advancement and |

are of our city than the Canada|
or Co. This commendgble and thor |
jghly” reliable eoncern from its infaney
[ hias had & modt vémarkble success. The

ment are wmen of the most con-
tive ability, and ean be depended
fo be courteous and conmsiderate,
rable and just in their dealings,

is ovr candid opinion that no com-
deserves more creditable mention in
itsua of The Toiler, which is de-
tod to a combined mention of the fair
just firms of the eity, than tbe con-
of the Canada Paper Co.
eqtablishment has ever shown a
d minded ipterest in the causs of
r, and labor should reciproeate by
i the concern their support, and

MThe firm is located at 15 Front street

it, whers the public will find them, as

stated, honest, relinble and courte-
transactions.

¥ ngny'u mills are located at
T Tt
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®
Standard Fuel Company, of

Toronto, Limit
sonsern which is of vast importance
eommercia) ge of Toronto is
Hendidly that of the
"'"?‘ Foel Co. This company standa
inent amuag the leading concerns
this city. are worthy of com-
ton, not because of the ex-
) service which they render to the
ie, but also on acecount of the mani-
fair and honmorable manner of
® with their employees as well as

X firn is well and favorably koown
)‘ the city and fhroughout the provinee,
| Apd since the date of its Inception the
E ! 8 oo incraased, so that

positien of prominence’
t branch of iadustry.
known fact that the men

always

adds greatly to
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Central Business College. i
There is 1o agemcy at. the

rovines will make ~

| eause of labor. \

.| good will towarda labor.

|
ment of all who have the best interests |
of the city's welfare at heart, as their
presance in our city adds materially ‘to
our success aunc commercial prosperity.
We bave #o hesitancy in placing  the
name of Mason & Risch, Piano Co. among
the leading: institutions of sur city which
may be counted on as substantial and

i considerate friends of organized lal

) °
An' Investment.

With the eclement of risk entirely elim-
inated appeals to conservative people. A
policy rj‘flefo insurance in a reliable com-
pany like the North American Life makes
Just such an investment., The company
has very attractive policy contracts, which

its representatives claim are suited to
the wants of all classes of people. Tta!
specialty is the Compouand Investment
Plan, and that this form of contract is
appreciated, is shown by the insurers to
the extent of about seventy five per cent.
selecting this form of policy.

The policy holders of the company

besides desiring to know that it is a
thoroughly sound, well managed institn
tion, are mainly interested in the net
surplus; because from this source alons
can profite-be paid. In this respect the
North American stands in the front rank,
a8 it is claimed by the company that its
net surplus, now over half a million, is
larger in proportion to its liabilities
than that of any other home company.
The conservative policy of the com-
pany is shown from the fact that its as-
sets, which are all of a gilt-edge kind,
are entered at their cost value, the result
being thai the compnay thereby has a
large additional reserve or surplus
Matured investment poligies which have
run for fifteen and twenfy years under
which settlements have l}lgn made, have
given the utmost satisfaetion, and com
mu most favorahly with thoss of simi
{o]idn in other leading companivs.
The North Americar Life is a staunch
eompany, is good and desirable for both
the agent and policy-holder, and from its
flnancial position is justly able to use
its motto ‘‘Solid as the Continent.’’
Jut;ghd from any standpoint, it would
be difficult to find a more desirable com-
pany for an intending insurer.

-]
Queen City Mills.
Organized labor recognizes thn firm as

an enterprises which is a positive benefit
to the masses of workingmen throughout
the province, not only hecavse of the
material benefit which it brings to busi-
ness generally, and consequently to la.
bor, which constitutes so large a per-
centage of the. population, but also be- |
eause of the h[r and considerate man- |
nér in which it has always treated the |

Upon careful investigation we find that
this company pays as good wages as is |
Gonsistent with stability and business in- |
tegrity, and treats its employees right, |
and we are pleased to note that it is held |
in.the highest cateem by the large number |
of ple to whom is gives employment
and by conservative labor. y Lo

The officials are broad-minded and pub-
lie-spirited eitizens who have on numer-
ous occasions exhibited the most friend-
ly attitude toward the labor question, and
have treated their employes with all due

y and consideration. We feel, |
therefore, that they are entitled to the
most honorabls mention, and take pleas- |
ure in placing the name of The &u»en i
City Mills foremost among the lomling!
concerns of our eity, who are always |
to be depended upon as substantial and
considerate friends of conservative or- |
ganized labor. |
The Queen City Mills are manufaetur- |

ors of flour. They are located at Toronto |
Junction. |

>
The York Manufacturing Co.

It is one of the broad underlying pric-
ciples of unionism to foster and en-
eourage to the fullest extent a deserv-
hﬁnd ereditable home eunterprise. We
will be but acting in accordance with |
our belief in patronizing to the fullest
extent a concern such us the York Manu-
facturing Company.

On account of the NHberal manner in
dealing with their pairons and the cour- !
tesy and fairness always extended to |
them they have met with constantly in- |
creasing business and gained the good
will of all. The York Manufacturin
Co., "have always been painstaking nuﬁ
courteous and have exhibited at all times |
Our workmen |
will be furthering their own interests by |
lending every possible assistance in mak-
ing this deserving company a greater
and even more splendid success.

We take pleasure in placing the name
of the York Manfg. Co., foremost among
the prominent concerns and representa-
tive manufactureers whose laundry ma-
chinery, eto., have belped to advertise
Toroato.

& 8
United Factories Limited.

We wish to call attention in this in-
dustrial issue to one of Toronto’s lead-
ing enterprises that has been a promi-
pent foctor in its commercial growth.
We refer to the United Iactories, Lim-
fted.

On account of the liberal manner of
dealing with their patrous and the cour-
tesy and fairness always oxtended to
them, they have met with constantly in-
creasing business and gained the good-
will of all.

The United Factories have always
been painstaking an! courteous and have
treated all questions of policy most fair-
ly. Our citizens will be furthering their
own interests by lending every possible
assistance in making this dese eom-
pany a greater and even more spleadid

be | success, We take pleasure in pla

the name of The United Factories r?::
most among the prominent concerns which
are to be pointed to as an example of
healthy businéss enterprise.

They manufacture the well known
B.mxi.' Brushes and Brooms, and
Cane’s Pails and Tubs, and s line of
other specialties known for their excel-
lence tnd superiority.

®
The Bruce Manufacturing Co.

A cancern such as the Bruce Mfg. G,
which has always exhibited a most
friendly attitude toward labor, is cer-
tainly ‘worthy of the hearty support uud
co-operation of the many workingmen of
Toronto and. throughout this section of
the country, .

The interest of this firm in labor Rus
always been manifest, and they adv)
troated the great questions pertaining to

TORONTO--Continued

| and esteem.

| siderate

The members of this firm are broad-|
minded and publie-spirited citizena,|
whose dealings, both with laber snd h;e[
publie, bave always been uamiformly Coa-|
siderate and honorable.

We estena to this firm our liearty sup-|

port and eo-opération, and we feel trat
we ¢re but showing that spirit of redd |
procity which is due to those concerns|
which treat labor with fairmess and reei-{
procity. Our Anmiversury Edition would
not be complets without the name of the)

Bruea Mfg. Co.

°
D. G. Douglas & Co.

Among the reliable tailoring firms of
Toronto none is more worthy of patron
age than that of D. G. Douglas & Co,
located at 346 Queen street west, and
succeeding to a trade Mr. Douglus estab-
lished in 1587 and still holds the confi-
dence and esteem of pleased patrons, who
rely on this firm to be reasonable in price

and ecertain in fit and satisfs m-giving
clothes. Towards labor they hav ays
been fair and we take pl¢ asure in ing
their name foremost as staunch and re
liable fri of union labor

We hope
will eontinue

the busigéss “ef this firm

to ineredse and can asa wur readers
it is conducted in a broad-minded and
publie-spirited manner
<
The Ontario Wind Engine and
Pump Co.

T'he growing busincss of the Dominion
and the expanding of trade gives or-
tunity for such a eoncern as the Ontario
Wind Engine & Pump Co., manufactur-
ers, whoss offica and plant is loeated at
Atlantic nvenue, I i treet
This firm is an ok ed

| one and they h X
ecuted & large shars of t msiness in
their line; and their work has always
met with universal sttisfaction and com
mendation, In the prosecution of their
extensive business employment is given
a lnrge force of workmen, to whom is
accorded fair treatment and most liberal
compensation possible for their labor. Tt
isapleasi: g fact that the o ployces of this
firm hold their officers in highest respect

They have always shown
a most ecourteous attituda toward labor,

| and we take great pleasure in announcing

them as strong and considerats of the
working pecple. In the dawn of a new
century we feel safe in predicting for
this meritorious enterprise a period of
constantly increasing and well deserved
patronage.

&
Imperial Life Assurance Co.

In Tor: mnto thereare & numb r of import
ant concerns which add materially to its
welfare, prestige and prosperity. Such
a concern as that of the {mmrml Life
Assurance Company, located at 24 King
St. east, for example, should receive
the hrlrt{v support of the people of To
ronto and the general public of the city

It is a fact to be admired by the work-
ing classes that they have upon several
oceasions exhibited a most fair and con
attitude toward labor and
labor movement.

This firm 'is deserving of the hearty
support and co-operation of all whe bave
the best interest of our city and people
at heart.

The people of Toronto will make no
mistake in extending their patromage to
this deserving and meritorions con-

the

| eern.

We take pleasure in placing the name
of the Imperial Life Assurance Company
foremost amoag our prominent and pub-
lic-spirited enterprises which are a bene
fit to the eommunity and deserving of a
constantly increasing volume of business.

Mr. Fred G. Cox is Managing Director.

<

| The Patterson Manufacturing Co.

The Patterson Mfg. Co. eommends it-
self directly to our people, as its pro- |
prietors have always shown true regard
for conservative organized labor,

Employees of this establishment are
treated with fairvess, and hold the pro-

rietors in the highest esteem and confl- |
ence. This firm’s big trade will con- |

| tinue to increase and prosper under the

present honorable and efficient manage
ment. A8 manufacturers of the Patenl
Wire Egded Ready Roofing, which bas
atood the test of twenty years on the
roofs of buildings throughout Canada,
they are well known. This roofing may be
put on over old, leaky shingle roofing,
and the wires running through the 'I|€"
gives great strongth against high winds. |
It is Dot an experiment, and commends|
itself to all contractors and house owners, |
A full deseription will he sent from the|
offices at Toronto, Montreal, St. John and |
Halifax for the asking |
No patronage snould be withheld from/|
a thoroughly dependable establishment |
of this kind. |
2 !
The Canadian Bell Telephone Co. |

In looking earefully among the large

that a number of the important branches
of enterprise are especially well repre-
sented. The wages paid are, as a rule,
higher than ever before, and there are
more large éoncerns which aim to be fair
and reasonable in their relations with
employces than ever before. This fact
is most encouraging, both for eapital
and labor. The whole tendency of indus-
trial progress at the present time is to-
wards a better understanding between
the representatives of these two forees.
We are pleased to note that the Can-
adian Bell Telephone Co.
favorably disp toward labor,
It should be a source of

a large percentage of the population, that

pany has & most remarkable
which may be attriboted to careful and
conscientious management and a regard
for the rights of the public.

ready made & host of friends among
the thousands of men in Ontario and
thronghout this section, and we predict

popularity so long as it is condueted in

a_trustworthy honorable manner.
Mr. K. J. Dunstan, General Manager,

is the efficient official of the comvany

Inbor with the utmost fairness and eon-
#iderationt, and have npon umerous ozca
sions shown that their attitude was uct

‘euncerns of our %m most worthy
na

oF this Yind should re.

; and emcourage-

satagounistic,

| in the telephone business and bhas always
| taken a deep interest in the welfare of
i the community

soncerns represented i Toronto we find |

places itself |
in this issue among the other enterprises

ride to all |
loyal citizens of ths Dominion and es- |
peécially to the workingmen who ernstitute |

this company which is now such & prom-
inémt and influential factor in
the Tbusiness life of this  sec- |
tion of the ocountry has been

such a progressive disposition. This ¢om- |
growth, |

Tha Can- |
adian Bell Telephone Company has al- |

for it a continued era of prestige and |

| hero. He is a man of broad experience |
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PROLOGUE.

LD Drury Lane rang with ap-
plause for the performance of
Mme. Carew. Of British-
French parentage, she was a
recognized peer among the favorite ac-
tresses ou the English stage and a wo-
man whose attractions of face and

manner were of a high order
The bill for the evening under consid-
eration was “Adrienne Iecouvreur”
and In no part had the actress been
more natural and effective. Her tri-

umph was secure

The player had every stimulus to ap
pear at her best on this particular even
ing, for the audience, frivolous, vola

tile, taking its character from the ioose,
weak king, was upusuvally complaisant
through the presence of the first gen
tleman of Europe. As the last of the
Georges declared himself in good hu
mor, so every toady grinned and every
courtly flunky swore in the billings
gate of that profanely eioquent period
that the actress was a “monstrous fine
woman."”

With rare discretion and spirit had
the latter played, a queenly figure In
that ribald, gross gatbering. She bad
reached the scene where the actress
turns upon her tormentors, thote noble
ladies 6f rank and position, and launch-
es the curse of a soul lashed beyond
sndurance. Bweeping forward to con
front her adversaries, about to face
them, ber troubled glance chanced to
fall into one of the side boxes where
were seated a certaln forelgn marquls,
somewhat notorious, and a lady of in
solent, patriclan bearing. The antici
pated action was arrested, for rt sight
of the nobleman and his companion
Adrienne swayed slightly, as though
moved by a new overpowering emotion.
Only for a moment she hesitated; then,
fixing bher blazing eyes upon the two
and lifting ber arm threateningly, the
bitter words flowed from her lips with
an earnestness that thrilled the audl-
ence. A pallor overspread the face of
the marquis, while the lady drew back
behind the draperies almost as If In
tear. At the conclusion of (hat effort
the walls echoed with plaudits. The
actress stood as in a trance. Her face
was pale, her figure seemed changed
to stone, and the light went out of her
eyes.

She fainted and fell, and the curtaln
flescended quickly. The woman by the
marquis’ side, who had trembled at
first, now forced a laugh as she said:
“The trollop ean curse! Let us go.”
Together they left {he box, the marquis
regretting the temerity which had led
him to bring his companion to the
theater. He, too, was secretly un-
nerved, and when they entered the ear-
riage they seated themselves as far
apart as possible, the marquis detesting
the lady and she for her part disliking
him just as cordially.

Next day the critics referred to the
scene with glowing words, while in the
coffee houses they discussed the propo-
sition, Should an actress feel the emo-
tion she portrays? With a cynlcal
smile, the marquis read the different
accounts of the performance when' he
and his companion found themselves
in the old stagecoach en route for
Brighton. He feit no regret for his ac-
tion — had not the Prince of Wales
taught the gentlemen of his kingdom
that it was fashionable to desert ac-
tresses? Had he not leit the “divine
Perdita” to languish after snubbing
her right royally in Hyde park?

Disdatnfully the iady in the coach re-
garded ber husband, and it was evident

The bitter words fiowed from her lipa |

that the ties of affection which bound
these two travelers together on life's
road were neither strong nor enduring.
Yet they were traveling together; their
way was the same; their destipation
—but that belongs to the future. The
marquis had been relieved in bis mind
after a consuitation with a distin-
guished barrister, and, moreover, was
pleased at the prospect of leaving this
island of fogs for the sunny shores of
France. The times were exciting: the
country on the verge of proposed elec-
toral reforms. But im France the new
social system ' had sprung Into existence
and — lamentable faet! — duty toward
one’s conntry had assumed an empire su-

rior to ancient devation toward kings.

Subscribe for The :r‘oiler.

To stem this tide and attach bhimse
closely to Kipg Charles X, was the
marquis’ ambitious purpose. Ior this
be had espoused a party Im marryiug

a relative of the royal priocess, thus
enhancing the ties that bouund him to
the throne and throwing to the winds
his Perdita, whose charms lLad once
held him In foliy's chains, Did he re
gret the step? Has ravening aspira

tion any compunction. any contrite vis
itings of nature?

As the coach sped over the road the
lady by his side smiled disagreeably
from time to time, and my lord, when

he became aware of If, winced beneath
her glance Had shé fathomed bis
pecret? Eise why that eminently su

perfor alr, that manner which said as
plainly as spoken words: “Now | have
learned what to do If he should play
the tyrant. Now 1 see a way to liber
ty, equality, fraternity!” And beneath
the baneful gleam of that look of en
lightenment my lord cursed under his
breath roundiy. The ounly imperturba
ble person of the party was Francols,
the marquis’ valet fmpassive
countenance was that of a stoic, apa-
thetic to the foibles of his betters; a
philosopher of the wardrobe, to whom
a wig awry or a loosened buckle seem-
ed of more moment than a derange
ment of the marriage tie or the dis
order of conjugal affection.

Not long thereafter the player left
for America, where she procured an en
gagement In New York city, and, so
far as London was concerned, she
might have found rest and retiredness
in the waters of Lethe

CHAPTER L
IT was a drizzly day in the Shaden-

whose

go valley A mist had settled

down upon the old inn; lost to

view was the landscipe, with its
varied follage. Only the Immediate
foreground was visible to a teamster
who came down the road. the trees
with dripping branches and the inn
from the eaves of which water fell to
the ground with depressing monotony
the well with its pail for watering
the horses and the log trough in whose
limpid waters a number of speckled
trout were swimming The driver
drew up his horses before the Travel
ers’ Friend, as the place was named,
and called out imperatively:

“Hello, there!”

No one appearing. he leaned over and
fmpatiently rapped on the door with
the heavy oak butt end of bhis whip
Still there was no response. Again he
knocked, this time louder than before
and was preparing for an even more
vigorous assaunlt upon the unhospitable
entrance when the door swung back
and the landlord, a tall, gaunt indi-
vidual, confronted the driver.

“Well, 1 heard ye,” he said testily.
“Are ye coming In or shall 1 bring it

out?

“Bring it out” was the gruff re-
spounse of the disgruntled teamster

Shortly afterward mine host reap-
peared with a tankard of generous dl-
mensions. The teamster raised it, slow-
ly drained it to the bottom, dropped a
coin Into the landlord’s hand, cracked
his whip in a lively manner and moved
on. The steam from his horses min-
gled with the mist, and he was soon
swallowed up. although the cheerful
snap of his whip could yet be heard.
Then that became Inaudible, and the
boniface, who had stood for a brief
space in the doorway, émpty tankard
in band, re-entered the house, satisfied
that no more transient patronage would
be forthcoming at present.

Golng through an outer room, called
by courtesy a parlor, the landlord pass-
ed into an apartment which served as
dining. room, sitting room and bar.
Here the glow of a wood fire from the
well swept hearth and the aspect of
the varled assortment of bottles, glasses
and tankards gave more proef of the
fitness of the appellation on the creak-
ing sign of the roadhouse than ap-

 peared from a superficial survey of its

exterlor and far from neat stable yard
or from that chilly, forbidding room so
common, especially in American resi-
dences in those days. the parior. The
ceiling of this dining room was black-
ened somewhat, and the huge beams

overhead gave an idea of the substan- '

tial character of the construction of
the place. That fuel was plentiful ap-
peared in evidence in the open fireplace,
where were burning two great logs,
while plled up agaiost the wall were
many other good sized sections of hick-
ory.

Seated at a respectful distance from
this cheerful conflagration was a young
man of perhaps five and twenty, whose
travel stained attire indicated he had
but recently been on the road. Upoun a
chair near by were a riding whip and
hat, the latter spotted with mud and
testifying to the rough character of
the road over which be had come. He
Jeid a short pipe to his lips and biew
clouds of smoke toward the fire, while
upon a table, within arm’s length. rest-
ed a glass of some hot mixture. But ia
spite of his comfortable surroundinge
the expresaion of his face was not that
of a person in harmony with the Joha-
sonlan conciusion, “A chair in an Inp
fs a_thrane of felicity.” Hiz counte
nance, well bronzed as a weather tried
trooper's, was harsh, gloomy, almost
morose; ot an unhandsome face, but
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observer ' ters, and then, with increasing awe, My
| glance strayed to the young girl.” T,
| his juventile Imagination an xctress ap
peared im the glamour of a veritable
goddess. But she bhad obviously thg
tender consideration for others whicy
belongs to humanity, for she turned to
the old man with an affectionate smije,
removing from his shoulders the wet
Petersham overcoat and. placing it on
a chair, regarded him with a look of
fillal anxiety. Yet their appearance be.

“ lled the assumption of such relation.
ship. He was hearty, florid and sturdy,
of English type. while she meemed
daughter of the south, a figure mope
fitting for groves af orange and cypress
than for this rugged northern wilder.
ness.

The emotion of the stable boy as he
gazed at her and the forbidding moed
of the landlord were broken tn upen
by the tiny old lady, whe In a large
volce remarked:

“A& haven at last!

| get in such a severe cast the
iavoluntarily wondered what experi-
ence had indited that scroll. Tall,
large of Ilmb, muscular, as Was appar-
ent even in a restful pose, be looked an
athlete of the most approved type. ac-
tive and powerful.

Mine host, having found. his guest
taciturn, had himself become genial,
and now remarked as he entered:

“] hear things are kind of onsettied
fn France. [ see fn a Syracuse paper
that Louis Philippe 1§ no longer king;
that he and his queen have fled to Eng-
jand. Perhaps now,” inwardly con-
gratulating himsel!f on his shrewdness,
“you left Paris for political reasons?”

The stranger deliberately emptied his
pipe and thrust it into his pocket, while
the landlord impatiently awaited the
response to his pointed query. When
it came, however, it was not-calculated
to allay the curlosity of his questioner.

“Is it your practice,” sald the young

man coldly in slow but excellent Eng- Are you the land.

lish, “to bark continuously at the beels ~lord?*
of your guests?’ | “Yes, ma'am,” testily repli 4 that per.
“Oh. no offérrse meant! No offense! gon.

“] am pleased to meet you, wsir,” ex.
claimed the melancholy individual gs
he extended a hand so cold and clammy

Hope none 'l be taken,” stammered the
landiord

Then he recovered himself and his

dignity by drawing forth a huge wine that shivers ran up aod down the back
colored silk handkerchlef set with of the host when be took it gingerty,
white polkadots and ostentatiously and “We are baving fine tragedy weather,
vigorously u it. This ear splitting sir!”

once more set him up
he resumed bis at-

“A fire at once, landlord!™ command-
ed the would be beau.

“Refreshments will be in order™ ox-
clalmed ghe of the trim ankles.

“And show me the best room iy the
house,” remarked Ber sgister,

Mine host, bewildered by this shower
of requests, stared from one to the
other in belpless confusion, but finally

operation hay
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“1 didn't know,” he added, with an
outburst of he “but what you
wight be some nobleman in disguise.”
said the other, with
Il concealed “My name s
Saint-Prosper, plain Ernest Saint-Pros-

nger

nesty

“A pobleman!"

contempt

per. I was a soldier. Now I'm an ad- collected his wits sufficiently to usher

venturer, There you have it ail in & the comipany into the taproom with:

putshell.” “Here you'll ind a fire, but as for
The innkeeper surveyed his guest's the best room, this gentleman,” indi-

figure with undisguised admiration. cating the reticent guest, “already oe
“Well, you look like a soldier,” he cuples it.”

remarked. “You are like one of those The young man at the firs, thus

soldiers who came over from France forced prominently into notice, arose

to belp us in the Revolution.” slowly.

This tribute being silently accepted, “You are mistaken, landlord,” he
the lapdlord grew voluble as bis guest gaid curtly, hardly glancing at the
eontinued reserved players. “I no longer occupy it since

“We have our own troubles with thesge ladles have come.”
lords, too, right here In New York “Your complalsance does credit to
state,” he said confidentially. “We  your good nature, sir.,” exclalmed the
bave our land barons, descendants of old man. “But we cannot take advan-
the patroons and holders of thousands  tage of 1t.”

of acres, and we have our bolters, too,
who are makiug a big stand against

“It 1s toe good of you,” remarked the
elder sister, with a glance replete with

feudalism.” more gratitude than the occasion de-
Thereupon he proceeded to present manded. “Really, though, we could

the subject {n all its detalls to the sol-  pot think of it.”

dier—how the tenants were protesting “Thank you; thank you,” joined in the

wiry old lady, bobbing up and down
like a miniature figure moved by the
unseen hand of the showman. “Allow
me, sir!”” and she gravely tendered him
a huge snuffbox of tortoise shell, which
he declined, whereupon she continued:

“You do not use 1t? New fashlons,
new habits! Though whether for the
better is not for me to say.”

She helped herself to a liberal por-
tion and passed the box to the portly
old gentleman. Here the landlord in a
surly tone told the stable boy to re-
move the gentleman’s things and show
the ladies to their rooms. Before go-
ing the girl in the provoking hood, now
unfastened and freeing sundry rebel-
llous brown curls where the maolsture
yet sparkled lie dew, turned to the
old man.

“You are coming up directly? Your
stock wants changing, while your ruf-
fles"—laughing—"“are disgraceful!”

“Presently, my dear; presently!” he
returned.

The members of the company mount:
ed the broad stairway, save he of the
disordered ruffles, who wiped his heavy
boots on a door mat and made his way
to the fire, where he stood in English
tashion, with his coat tails under his
arms, rubbing his hands and drylug
himself before the flames.

“A disagreeable time of year, sir”
he observed to the soldler, who had re-
turned to his seat before the table.
“Twice on the road we nearly broke
down, and once the wagon dumped our
properties in the ditch. Meanwhile, to
make matters worse, the ladies heaped
reproaches upon these gray hairs. This
sir. to the man who was considered
one of the best whips in old Devonsbire
eounty.”

The other 4id uot answer immedi
ately, but regarded the speaker with
the look of one not readily disposed to
make acquaintances. His conclusions
were apparently satisfactory, however,
for he presently vouchsafed the re
mark:

“You are the manager, I presume?’

“] enjoy that honer,” returned the
loquacious stranger. “But my duties
are manifold. As driver of the cbar
fot 1 endure the constant apprehension
| of wrecking my company by the way-
| gide. As assistant carpenter, when we
| cannot find a stage it lc,m!‘,‘ulk to
erect one. As billposter and license
procurer, treasurer and stage manager
' my time is mot §6 taken up, sir, a8 to
preciude my going on and assuming &
character.”

“A 1ife of varlety” observed the
young man politely, if indifferently.

“Yes: full of ups and downs, as the
driver of the property wagon said when
we entered this hilly district,” replied
| the manpager, with the contentment of
8 man who bas found a song haves
after a hard ride in a comparatively
unbroken country. “Affluence we may
know, but poverty is apt to be our com-
panion.”

To this the other deemed ne response
mecessary, and a silénce fell between
them. broken only by the simmerieg
water in the iron kettle, the sputteriog
of ‘the sap in the burning logs aod the
creaking without of the long balancing
pole that suspended the moss coversd
bucket. The wind sighed in the chim-
m¢y and ‘the woolng flames sprang *
meet it. while the heart of the fire
glowed in a mass of coals between the

against the enforcement of what they
gow deemed unjust clalms and were
demanding the abolition ef permanent
leaseholds: how they openly resisted
the collection of rents and bhad ipnau-
gurated an aggressive antirent. war
against tyrannical landlordism. His

lengthy and rambling dissertation was

finally broken in upon by a rumbling

on the road, as of carriage wheels

drawing near, and the sound of voices.

The noise sent the boniface to the win-

dow, and. looking out, he discovered a

Jumbering coach, drawn by two heavy

borses, which came dashing up with a

great semblance of animation for a

vehicle of its weight, followed by a

wagon, loaded with diversified and

gaudy paraphernalla.

“Some troopers, I guess,” commented
the landlord in a tone which indicated
the coming of these guests was not en-
tirely welcome to him. ‘“Yes,” he add
ed discontentedly, “they're stage folk |
sure enough.”

The wagon, which contained several
persons, was driven into the stable
yard, where it was unloaded of “drops”
and “wings,” representing a street, a
forest, a prison and so on, while the
stagecoach, with a rattle and a jerk
and a flourish of the driver's whip,
stopped at the front door. Springing
to the ground, the driver opened the
door of the vehicle and at the same
time two other men, with their beads
muffled against the wind and rain,
leisurely descended from the top. The
landlord now stood at the entrance of
the inn, a sour expression on his face.
Certalnly If the travelers had expécted
fn him the traditional glowing coun-
tenance with the appstolic Injunction
to “use hospitality without grudging”
writ upon it they were doomed to dis-
appolatment.

A rustle of skirts and there emerged
from the interior of the coach, first, a
little, dried up old lady whose feet were
fnclosed in prunella boots, with Indian
embroldered moccasins for outside pro-
tection; second, a young woman who
bastily made her way into the bostelry,
displaying a trim pair 8f ankles; third,
& lady resembling the second and who
the landlord afterward learned was her
sister; fourth, a graceful girl ahove me-
dinm beight, wearing one of those preo-
voking quiited silk hoods of the day,
with cherry colored lining, known as
“kiss me if you dare” hoods.

Then followed a dark, welancholy ta-
dividuoal. the utility man. whose waist-
coat of figured worsted was much
frayed and whose toothpick collar was
the worse for the journey. He preced-
ed a more natty person In a bottle |
green. “shad belly” coat, who strove to
carry himself as though he were fash-
iopably dressed instead of wearing
clothes which no longer could conceal
thelr shabbiness. The driver, called in
theatrical parlance “the old man.” was
a portly personage in a blue coat with
velvet collar and gilt buttons, a few of
which were missing. while the ruffies
of his shirt were In sad plight, for in-
stead of protruding élegantly a good
three or even four Inches, their glory
had gone and they lay ignominiously
JMattened upon the bosom of the wearer.
A white choker rivaled im bue the
toothpick collar of the melancholy In-
dividual.

Fbe tavern's stable boy Immediately
began to remove ihe trunks inte the
main ballway. This overgrown, husky  andirons.
lad evidently did not share his employ- The old gentleman before the blse
er's disapproval of the guests, for he begun to outrival the kettle in stenm-
| gazed In open eyed wonder at the sis-  Ing. From his cpat tsils a thin vell
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ot mist ascended, his face 1!
(urough the vapor with benign
Then he turped and toasted ti
side, dnd the kettle reigned ¢
until. he thawed once more
clouds ascended, surrounding !
Jupiter on the celestial mou
that the kettle hummed more
and the old gentieman's face
with satisfaction.

“A snug company, sir,” he sa
Iy, glowing upon the impassi
pefore him, “like a tight st
weather & little bad weathe:
haps you noticed our troupe?
lady is Mrs. Adams. She Is nes
enty, but can dance a hornpi
reel with the bDest of them.
sisters are Kate and Susan Dur
coquettes of the first water. O
plle man 18 a young Irishm
ibinks much of his dress and
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With awkweard fingers he rele
TeS8

the cultivation of mind and

Then,” added the old wan

“there 18 my Constance.”

He paused abruptly. “Lar
pot of ale. My throat is hoa
the mist. Fancy being for hc
road not knowing where you a

An aroma from the kitche
penetrated the room seemed ¢
grateful to the manager, wh
with satisfaction as he conjur
sions of the forthcoming rep
his Falstafflan girth he appear
not averse to good living no
deny himself pleatiful libs
Ameri¢can home brewed ale.

“Next te actual dining.” obse
past master in the art, “are t|
pations of the table. An exce
ner is In progress, If my dia
these penetrating fragrances
rect.”

And it was soon demonstr:
the manager's discernment w
error. There was not only al
but quality, and the landlord
ter wo' 'd om the guests, the
jecting hefself to the very
vahtes of the Celtic Adonis. '
tablé Wwas faden with heavy
old fashioned and quaint,
mous rotary castér eccupled f
of the table, while the forks a
were—#h uftusual circumstan:
ver.

When the company bad sea
selves around the board the
brought in a sueking pig, d
turn, well stuffed and with ar
its mouth. The manager |
sigh.

“The lovely little monster!”
admiringly.

“Monster!” cried Susan. “
ub!”

“So young and tender fo
fate!” exclaimed Hawkes, tl
choly individual, ‘with kaife
held In midair,

“Biat worthy of the beare
dishl” remarked Adonis so
that the lemdiord's daught
whelmed with confusion, ne
ped the platter, miniature pe
all. Whereupon Kate cast
glance at the offender, wl
ecould not abide,” yet regar
certaln proprietary way, an
henceforth became léss open
vances.

Thoese other aromas which
ager had mentally classified '
and substafice and were ar
tempting variety around the
ing and well browned sucklir
were bolled and baked ham:
with eloves, plates of dougl
pound cake, beet root and ap
Before each of the guests stoc
ing mug of bome brewed ale
ried with it a palpable tas

8. :
“Ihere 18 nothing of the
past about this,” commented

ager.

To which Kate, having oft
en of the conventional bang
theater, waved her band 1
comie manner toward the p:
aistance and ‘observed:

“Suppose, now, by some n
our young and tender frieu
the platter should be change
erly fashionéd bleck of Woc
in imitation of ;‘ronted PC
1 wooden apple in his mouth

The manager, polsing t!
knife, replied:

“Your n s star
will obviate the possibility «
trausformation.”

And be cut the “ambrosi
lean” with a firm band.
suckling steadfastly the wh
preclude any exhibition
mysticism, while the buxol
daughter of the boniface.
arms bared, bore sundry o
from place to place untll
were heaped with an ases
viands.

“Well, my dear. how are
on? sald the manager to
sctress, Constance, #s be |
self. “Have you everytling

She modded brightly. and
who was seated some dis
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