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Knock Our Railways Into One.

Our railways, as three different out-
fits, are unable to handle the busi-
ness, notably the moving of the re-
turned soldiers to Toronto early Mon-
day morning. Public operation, as
they have in the States, would, by con-
solidation of the systems, co-opera-
tion, and avoiding all waste, at the
best give a passible service. The es-
gines, tracks, operating men—if all
worked as one—could about do the
Job. The Americans saw the inevit-
able fall down that was in sight, and
the moment the war began for them
they consolidated all the lines. We've
been in the war over four years and
Wwe have 'jone hardly anything in that
direction yet. And we've got all our
men yet to bring back!

Fuel Conditions.

Ontario started with a heavy handi-
cap on her fuel supply, this seasen, but
there has been some relief from the
mild weather of the past month, and
for Toronto at least there is a month’s
less fuel to be provided.

Against this there has- been the in-
fluenza epidemic, Which reduced the
coal output by 1,500,000 tons. Ontario
-has to bear her share of this deficiency.
‘We shall have no less need for economy
in fuel on account of the mild weather,

The statement of the fuel controller
yesterday should be carefully read by

* those who have any direct interest in
the fuel question. He indicates that
we must be prepared to use about one-
third less fuel this year than last,

He reiterates the advice to use soft
coal and wood where it is possible, and
to eke out the supply of hard coal wtth
any and all forms of the smaller varie-
ties that are available, such as buck-
wheat, pea coal and. so forth, which,
when mixed with the larger sizes, give
good results. H

All who use more than twenty tons
of anthracite coal in the year are noti-
fied to secure a questionnaire fom and
to fill it inh, or “means will be taken to
make them do so.”

The storage in their cellars during
the summer by small consumers of
their winter’s supply is commended, as
it tends to equalize distribution during
the year. The fuel controller says there
should be no interference during this
winter with those who have thus pro-
vided themselves.,

Prisoners of War,

It is said that 1.500,000 prisoners
Pave been released in Germany sinee
the armistice was signed, but details
are singularly scanty. A few state-
ments have been made from Berlin,
but it is difficult to rely on anything
from that source. One assertion was
that transportation was being pro-
vided. Another was that a group cof
officers was being assembled in-
ecuthern Germany en route to
Switzerland. The only thing known
definitely is of the cruelty and in-
humanity with which all the prison-
ers, both hefore and after the signing
of the armistice, have been treated.

The greatest testimony to this evils
state of affairs is in the attitude of
the prisoners themselves in relation
to Germany. Not.one of them wishes
to remain there. Even’' the Germans
who were called home for the war
from America are anxious to get Yack
across the ocean again.

Britain never treated her prisaners
with such severity or any ahpx‘oach to
it. In the Napoleonic wars the French
prisoners were settled in various parts
of Britain, and many of them elected
There is a French prison
of Edinburgh, which
still retains IFrench names in its local
romenclature. The people became as-
similated.
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beace he hopes will follow engrosses
his attention. The public will at first
blush be surprised and disappointed
at the way in which the president ap-
proaches the railway situation.

In & word, Mr. Wilson, seldom lack-
ing in initiative or courage, bids con-
Bress. grapple with the railway prob-
lem. "He confesses that he has no
(confident opinion of his own, and
‘counsels congress to study and inves-
tigate the -situation without passion
or prejudice. He is confident only that
unrestricted corporation control should
not return, and in this connection
says:

The one conciusion that I am
ready to state with confidence is
that it would, be a disservice
alike to the country and to the
owners of the railroads to return
to the old conditions unmodified.

*‘Moreover the president points out
that under existing legislation the
possession and control of the roads
can be retained by the government
until January 1, 1921, Between now
and that date many things will hap-
pen including a presidential election.
It is more than possible that the issue
in that election may be public owner-
ship. :

What we more than suspect is that
Mr. Wilson favors railv@ay nationali-
zation and believes the best way to
bring it about is to have the owners
of the roads themselves desire it. 'The
owners naturally want the best terms
they can get and would like to deal
with an eager purchaser. They are
making an outery against spoliation
but the last thing many of them want
is to have the roads dumped back on
their hands. The president usually
has his own way, but e is never pre-
‘mature in demanding it.

————— e e
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Other People’s Opinions

Call the East and West Togetlier.

Editor World: I'm a progressive and
I've read the program of the farmers
of the west. I believe in & lot of
their planks. 'm not,a free trader.
But I'd compromise part of my free
trade to get the other planks of their
platform. The free traders ought to
compromise part of their free trade
to get the other things too. It seems
to me that the way out of the situa-
tion is for east and west to meet one
another half way on the tariff. In-
stead of fighting some one ought to
call’ the two parties into conference
at Ottawa. Business Man.

ERNEST MACMILLAN
NOLONGER INTERNED

Well-KnoWn Toronto Musician
Released From Confinement
: at Ruhleben,

After a long sojourn at Ruhlebéen
prison, Ernest MacMillzasn, well known
in Canadian musical circles, a gradu-
ate of Toronto University, a fellow of
the Royal College of Organists, Lon-
don, and recently honored by Oxford
University with the degree of Mus.
Doc.,, has been released by the Ger-
man Government. This was made
known in a Gablegram received from
him at Edinburgh by his father, Rev.
Alexander MacMillan, of Spadina
avenue, ¢

An interesting fact

in connection |
with the honor of

Mus. Doc. conferred |
upon - Ernest MacMillan while at
Ruhleben was that he composed a
choral orchestral work based upon
Swinburne s “Ode to Britain,” which
passed by the German censors and was
well received by Oxford University.
Mr. MacMillan  had been studying at
Paris prior to° his internment, - and
when the war broke out wasg sojourn-
ing at Beyreuth during the Wagner
festival. After his arrest he spent g

few weeks at Nuremberg Castle and
was then transferred to Ruhleben. |
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KING STREET DINNER = - |

CREATING INTERE.ST}

The dinnet to be given in honor
Robert Grier Cooke, president of ‘he
Fifth Avenue Association of New
York, on the evening of Dec. b, by the
King Street Association, ig creating
considerable interest,

In addition to the principal ad-
dress to be given by Mr. Cooke, sSir
Edmund Walker, Mayor Churchy and |
Sir 'Wm. Gage are also expected to
Speak, - It is ‘expected that’ some time!
will be given to the discussion of the
broposed new Federal street by Dr.
H: L. Brittain of the bureau of muni-
cipal research:; R. C. Harris, public
works commissioner, and J. B
O’Brian, X.C., president of the Civic|
Guild.
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1 CLAIMED BY TORONTO |

Toronto’s elaim
WOrks :department of the Dominion
Government for $100.000 for interest |
| charges on the school buildings used
)y the military during 'the war and
tat the present time, was brought of- |
| ficia! befc the finance commit:
| g request |
put works de-
continued use of the
0 calg School on Collage |
| §tre as " nto military district |
| headquarters until December 31, 1919.
| Trustee C. A, B. Brown, chatrmun |
|of the finance committee, said that
| the ciaim for the interest charges on/|
the debenture could “justly be made.” |
It was decided to refer the wnole |
{ matter of the school buildings uscd |
| by the military, ‘and the question of
{an extension of the loan of
| Technical School to a special co;
| mittee,

against

|
!
the puhlici

ABSENT SMOKERS.

Major Brunton yesterday dismissed
{Geo. Smith, Earl Miller, Matthew |
tyan, Russell Petherick, John Clough |
and Percy Allen on the charcge
n r Y the uburban railway, |
with " advice: fi e, m
Lace P 7 s tergoo Albert An- |
derson and Wilbert Green, cha: ged
same offence, were absent,
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By JANE PHELPS3

Ruth Has an Unpleasant Ex-
perience.

CHAPTER CIL

Regardless of her employer's per-
mission to remain gt° home, Ruth
went to work as usua] the next morn-
ing. Mandel (was so solicitous and

spoke so kindly to her that she
thought, as she often did, that there
cowdn’t be another employer like
him- .~
Without in any way being obtru-
sive, Mmardel had succeeded in pro-
jecting himself into her thougnts.
Now she scarcely ever saw him that
she did not think of some kindness,
some thoughtfu] act on his part. Oec-
casionaily she detected a look in.his
eyes that, had she not been so little
self-conscious, would have told her
that she was more to this man than
just an employe. But Ruth never
dreamed that he had any thought qf
her save that she was valuable. to his
fousiness, and for that reason h\'
treated her with wonderful considera-
uOEr;ut her eyes were opened t,o a c:lr-
ain extent that very morning. She
]tl‘;ld been called by Mr. LaMonte to
talk with a Prospective customer, a
man of great wealth who was fitting
up a large bache.or apgu‘tment for
himself and wished the firm to take
charge of the redecoratiogp of the
same.
dRu'r.h, in spite of her heada::hq of
the day before and her gleepless 'n'lght
before that, was looking very bright
and attractive. She was perfectly
dressed as usual, and as she abp-
proached the customer in reply to
LaMonte's bidding she fail';d to no-
tice the gleam of interest with which
he regarded her, altho it had been
plainly obvious to LaMonte. .
The prospective customer explained
his wishes; then Ruth and he X
down at her desk to discuss details
of a plan she had suggested for the
corations.
d(\“\'L\u are a genius,” he said to her.
“One needs to be expert to Please
Mr. Mandel,” she replied, in no way
taking the compliment as personal
to her, byt to the firm-—as was her

| way-

“Is he so hard to pleasel”

“Oh, I did not mean to avey that
he was difficult! Only that his bus}-
ness was such, his clientele so exact-
ing in their demands for the best and
most up-to-date work ithat unless I
were exPert 1 would not be em-

“I am not so sure of that!” g

Ruth looked up in surprise to 'fmd
the man’s eyves bent upon her-in a
way a'most insulting when
sidered his remark.
began talking of the
foyer hall of his apartment. But he
seéme\l to have lost interest. His eyes
scarcely followed: her plan as

1ickly and deftly
g her as she talked.
But wherever she looked up
she
their depths.

look of admiration
glimpsed in

The man was undeniably attractive,

was immensely weaithy, and Rl{th
had not failed to note a look of satis-

| faction upon Mr.-Mandel’s face when he

be
not

entered ‘the store. She must not
foolish; the man probably was
accustomed to meet women
thought he might be—more
free, perhaps, beause of that. So she
and her thoughts to her
had nearly  forgotten
when her hand

task, and
annoyance

ners and held it c'osely m hile he said:
“Never mind the work for a mo-

ment. What are you doing here?”
“Earning my living” Ruth said

co'dly, struggling to reease her hand.
“But it is so unnecessary for su

[ lovely a creature as you are to work.” |
Ruth tried to]
altho she was tremu- |
She must try and |
this |
A wave |
of nausea swept over her as he raised |

“I am not
speak lightly,
with anger

lovely,”

and secure
man’s business for the firm.

her hand, which she had been unable
to draw from his clasp to his lips.

“You may not be strictly beautiful,
my dear, but vou are so chic and so
intelligent it vou are far
mo attractive 1 some merely
Pretty woman. you lunch with
me today?”

“I never actept invitations from

Will

sat |

one con- |
She flushed and;
idea

she !
sketched it upon |

they |
| were resting upon her with that tfold‘
had before

in busi- |

her |
touched |
his upon the drawing she was making. |
| He immediately closed his hand upon

customers. My husband would not
approve,” Ruth fenced.

“So there’s a husband is
And he let’s you work—um.”

“No, he doesn’t want me to, but I
love this work.” Why she explained
anything to this man she could not
have told save that she didn’t want
Brian blamed.

“And I love you,” the man bent his
face to hers. Ruth rose impulsively,
her face scarlet, just as Mandel said
sternly, ca'ling the man by name:

“L.eave my shop at once. At once
before I have you thrown out! My
employes are not here to be insulted,
even by such men as you.” -

there?

Tomorrow — Ruth

Learns
Mandel Loves Her,

That

A Line of Cheer
Each Day of the Year

By John Kendrl::; Bangs.

THE DRONES.

When I ses folks “with naught to do”
And think of things that must be done

To help to pull this old world thru
And put the Devil on the run,

It seems to me that truly I

Would rather be a worm or fly,

And busy keep as each one does

In an eternal wquirm or buzz

Than yield myself up:to the stress

Of .a self-pitying idleness,

(Copyright, 1918.)

TODAY’S POEM.
TOLL OF THE SEA.

By Robert Todd.
'Tis night on the reef
Where the waves wash high
And the moon peers down
Thru a ecloud-hid sky,
And a limp, loose thing
Lies upon the rocks,
With a stark, white face
Which the tempest mocks,
Toronto, Canada,

AUTO ACCIDENT
LEADS TO SUIT

Robt. L. Stamp is sulng Q. L. Reott
before Mr Justice Latchford and g
jury for damages on two counts: One,
damage to his automobile. and,
tre.m_porark\' loss of his wife’s society.
(?‘{vmg evidence yesterday, the plain-
tifft s.ated that the defendant’'s car
tried to pass his own on the Hamil-
ton .hlgh\\"a,‘,'. 18 feet wide, without
»lool«;mg out for traffic from the op-
posite direction. Another car hap-
pened to be passing from this di-
rection at the moment, and the ‘hree
cars cqllided, his own being over-
turned into a ditch, and his wife seri-
ously injureq,

’

two,

KINDERGARTEN TEACHER DIES.

Miss Hulda M. Westman died yes-
terday morning after a week of influ-
enza and pneumonia, Miss Westman
was born in Toronto and at the time
of her death was the directress and
kindergarten Primary teacher at Duf-
ferin school, where she had taught
since 1890. The deceased was a mem-
| ber of Central Methodist Church, She
was a graduate of the Academy of
Music an®§ was a kindergarten class
teacher there,

LOUIS STONE'S FUNERAL.

Louis Stone, missionary student of
Harwood Presbyterian Mission, dieq
| on Saturday at the General Hospital. He
| Was a third-year divinity student of
Knox and was an arts man of Toronto
University. The late Mr. Stone was
{born in Hull, England, 33 years ago,
|  The funeral, from Harwood Church,
‘18 to be held this afternoon to Pros.
pect Cemetery,

TWO YEARS FOR DESERTER.

A sentence of two years less one day,
with hard labor, was passed and pro-
muigated on Pte, Lorne }jlerbert Carey,

jof the 1st Depeot Battalion, who was
| tound guilty en a charge O'f being a
| deserter from Hig Majesty’s service,
| He appeared before & district court-
martial on Nov, 21, and his sentence
Las s.nce been confirmed by the ay.
thorities at Ottawa.

O N i
APPROVE OF CEMETERY,

A certificate of approval of the loca-
tion of the new. Qaklawn Cemetery hag
been received by the York TOWns}!ip
{ Board of Health from the Drovingig]
board of health,

ten feet of the northern boundary-ang
Slreet

{

| twenty feet from the Yonge
boundary, _ . - —

A provision is magde |
that no burials shall be made withjp |

POLITICAL NOTES

Phe Canadian Council of "Agriculture at
' Winnipeg last Friday adopted a platform
some planks of which deal with the tar-
iff question.  This National Council is
. the executive body of various farmers’
organizations thruout the country, in-
cluding the United Farmers of Ontario,
the Manitoba Grain Growers’ Association,
the Saskatchewan Grain Growers' Asso-
ciation, and the United Farmers of Al-
berta, The western grain growers are
represented in the government by Hon.
T, A, Crerar, minister of agriculture, and
in the house of commons by many Union-
ist supporters from the west, including
R. C, Henders, president of the Manitoba
Grain Growers’ Association, and J. A,
Maharg, president of the Saskatchewan
Grain Growers' Association. The deliver-
ance last Friday was given at the close
of a meeting which was attended and
| participated in by Hon, Mr. Crerar, Mr.
Crerar, in an interview at Ottawa Sun-
day, admits he was present as a minister
of the crown, for the purpose of dis-
cussing the government's policy in re-
speot to land settlement and demobiliza-
tion,

Mr. Crerar, as a minister of the crown,
may not have discussed the governmernt's
position on the tariff question, but ap-
parently did not protest against the tar-
il views of the grain growers, as formu-
lated by the Canadian Council of Agri-
culture, On the contrary, it is an open
secret that he shares these views, and as
a member of the Canadian Council of
Agriculture took an active part in PToeg
mulgating a similar declaration of prin-
ciples two years ago.

The Winnipeg platform above referred
to demands an immediate and substan-
tial all-round reduction of the customs
tariff, and goes into the following par-
ticulars :

1, Increase in the British preference
to 50 per cent, and free trade with
England within five years,

2, The immediate adoption of the
Toft-Laurier reciprocity pact by Can-
ada,

3. Admission free of customs duty
into Canada of farm implements and
machinery, farm tractors, mining, flour
and sawmill machinery, and repairs for
same, rough and partly-dressed lumber,
illuminating, lubricating afd fuel oils,

cement and fertilizers.
4. Free admission of food products,

live stock and feed for same,

This platform does not represent the
tariff views of the Union government as
at present constituted, and it would,
therefore, appear that Mr. Crerar is not
in sympathy with the government’s views
on a fundamental question of public
policy, and that his resignation would
follow in due course. The Toronto Daily
News, generally regarded as the organ
of the Union government, practically ad-
mits this, but says that Mr, Crerar will
stay in the government until peace is
signed and Sir Robert Borden returns to
Canada.

That Mr, Crerar will leave the govern-
ment on thé-tariff issue seems to be ad-
mitted all round, and the only question
now is, how long can the éomsideratipn
of that issue be postponed? It would
certainly seem that the government
would have to have some policy before
parliament assembles. It gannot prepare
its estimates, the speech f#om the throne
or the budget without finding out whe-
ther it is a protectionist or a free trade
government, It cannot be both at the
same time, and the grain growers have
given notice that, now the war is over,
the tariff question must be dealt with,

Substantially the Winnipeg platform, us
announced last Friday, will be found in a
want of confidence vote moved in the
house of commons in 1917 by Hon. Frank
Oliver, seconded by Hon. Frank B. Car-
vell, now minister of public works. Tl'.\e
Oliver resolution might be moved again
in substance in the debate on the address
or at almost any time during the session,
and would require a straightforward de-
claration of policy by the government.

If the tariff issue be forced to the front
at least four cabinet ministers and
probably twenty-five Unionist members
of parliament will be found to favor
sweeping tariff reduction along the lines
laid down by the Winnipeg platform.
This would seem to present a situation
bordering on crisis, and we find in sev-
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come back provided they are not re
quired to do so by way of the penitent
bench.

On the other hand, The Winnipeg Free
Press, which is still faithful to . Union
government, makes light of the defec-
tion of its Saskatchewan contemporaries,
and says:

Walter Scott, having settled himself
in the editorial chair of The Moose Jaw
Times, opened an attack on the federal
government on Tuesday. The Regina
Leader, which in the last elections gave
a reluctant support to Union govern-
ment only because it was whipped up
to the mark by public' opinion and
which, ever since, has barked periodi-
cally at the object which it feared to
bite, on Thursday summoned up the
courage to enter the fight under the
leadership of The Moose Jaw Times.

Toronto contemporaries have little
cofiment to make upon the rapidly
changing situation in federal politics. The
Globe and Star seem to think that the
farmers are headed in the right direction,
but have nothing to sa¥ about the split in
the ranks of the Unionist government
which the farmers’ views are likely to
occasion. The Ottawa correspondent of
The Telegram thinks Mr. Crerar will stay
in the cabinet until the war is technically
as well as actually concluded. He fore-
shadows, however, a split in the cabinet
and among the government supporters in
the house on the tariff question, followed
by the resignation of Mr. Crerar, Mr.
Carvell and other ministers with low tar-
iff views, ;

| IDA AT THE COUNCIL
| o <

! MEETING

[ BY IDA L. WEBSTER.

Yesterday the city council gathered
together in that most impressive
chamber, and a.tho they were onip
20 minutes late in getuing started, they
did not appcar to have any too much
pep fron the jump. As the aftor-
noon progressed some of .them man-
2ged to snow a little speed, but the
whole affair savored rather of the
“election” type.

For a start, Alderman Ramsden
ente:ed a protest against the govern-
ment for the -mannér in  which the
sSo.diers were brought back to the city
ou Sunday night. He told of the case
of a woman 70 years of age who had
&one to the North Toronto Station early
in the day. and remained there until
two o'clock Sunday morning, and after
all of that tedious and nerve rackiog
session her boy was not on the sectioa
of the train which pulled in.

Controller McBride was also loud in
Lis denunciation of the major-gener-
als, who are supposed to sge that our
boys are returned, with at least the
ordinary deccency of men, and not!
treated like a lot of cattle with the
foot and mouth disease.

His worship the mayor, explained
that he had written to Ottawa and
cor;xpla-ined of the treatment ‘extended
tc 'returning soldiers until he was
weary. - Nothing had ever been done,
in fact his attempts to get some satis-
faction had been in vain, because the
government still persisted in snipping
the men who kept the country safe,
back in droves, and submitting them
to all sorts of privations while they
were en route. The mayor concludéd
by saying that if the government
would not Jo something to better the
conditions some drastic steps would
have to be taken to force the issue.

All that is very fine, in fact i . is ox-
cellent, but what is the idea of sitting
around waiting for the yaps who are,
and who have been in charge of the
military transports, or whataver
branch happens to take care of re-
turring men, o do something? "They
will never in this world better the
state of affairs which now exists, For
the simple reason that most of them
are a flock of incompetent creatures
who do not know warfare from a tea
meeting,

1f Outawa has been approached so
very. often without results, then why
not take the matter up personally
with Sir Robert Borden? Surely he
may be.approached by the City of
Tcronto, and particularly when &o
srave a condition is at stake. In any
case something other than discussion
will havel to be done bhefore the re-
turning soldiers may hope for honest
treatment.

A Mr. Brown vas also introduced at
the meeting. He is from New York,
amnd spoke on the single tax question.
His arguments were not exactly ap-
plicable to Toronto, but what he misz-
ed in facts he made up in eloquence.

eral newspapers heretofore friendly tol
Union government the suggestion thatg
that government might as well dissolve|
and permit a return to the two-party |
system. The Calgary Albertan, not an|
unfriendly critic, observes:

W. F. Nickle declines an invitation to
attend a banquet of Conservatives be- |
cause he believes that Union govern- |
ment should last and will last. It may |
last until the close of the present ses- |
sion, or, in other words, until the firm |
conclusion of peace, but with men of|
such diverse political views as Sifton |
and White, as Calder and Doherty, as
Crerar and Foster, it is very doubtful|
if it can last much longer than that.
The members do not want an election,
and that may delay the break up. But
it is bound to come sooner or later.

Hon. Walter Scott, ex-premier of Sas-
katchewan and a firm supporter of the
government during the war, now declares
thru his paper, The Moose Jaw Times, |
that the Union government has outlivea |
its usefulness, Its friends at best only
claim, he says, that it should not be
snuffed out until after the peace confer-!
ence. He sarcastically observes that in |
order to get even this brief respite it was |
necessary for members of the government
to steal a march on the public by rushing
over to Europe ostensibly to attend the
“peace conference” before even the armis-
tice was signed.

—_—

Even more significant than Mr. Scott’s
phillppic against Union government is the
attitude of The Regina Leader, the organ
of the Martin government, which says:

Union government has outlived its
mandate and {ts usefulness, and no
loenger enjoys the confidence of the
people of Canada,

It is to be observed that considerabie

space and publicity are given these de-
liverances by The Toronto Globe, which
frankly favors a sweeping reduction of!
the tariff s upon the conscription !
and anti-conscription

1 Liberals to get to- |
gether. The Globe more than hints that

mmﬂmtlnnmeMammmxgm
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and cal

MEnfortunately

|among themselves,

!th:m sp2nt was

three or four of the
not impressed with his
so they proceeded to talk
much to the dis-
comfiture of a few of the “audience,”
who had the good taste to want to
listen to the siranger.

Tha ‘soldiers’ insurance problem
was discussed for hours, and the time
so fearfully wasted
that the whaole thing fell very flat
Surely it is not necessary to listen so
long to the members of the city coua-
cil telling how good they are before
a vote can be taken on anything.
Every man in the chamber knew how
he was going to vote, and ecertainly
all of the .long winded orations Jid
rot help tham to change their minds.

It seems to us, that instead of think-
ing how they are going 1o fars at the
coming election, the members of the
city council might better devote their
time and the citizens’ money to show-
Ing results] Cut out all the jabber
2bout being in council next year.
That is not going to get the'ord'nu,rv
r.an on the street anything, and get
busy with real business. We might
also add, thank heaven, there is only

one more of thege free-for-alls hefore
January first,

aldermen were
¢peech, and

HARD MONTH FOR FIREMEN.

The month of November has been
one of the hardest workirg nonths
experienced by the Toronto firemen
for a long time. Fire has caused
damage of $273,536, to ecit Vproperty.
Qf this amount $88,323 i® estimated as
vamage to buildings, and $185,213 as
damage to contents. The fire depart-
ment anewered 267 alarms during
November, of which 64 were false, of
the remaind-r 28 were rubbish fires.
18 were rom unknown cauyses,
were caused by children with matches,
17 by stoves and furnaces, 12 by auto-
‘mobiles, 8 were dumps, 5 by spon-
taneous combustion, 2 by cigars and_Z/
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SOMEOFTHENEN
WO HAVE RETURNED

Pte. E. Cummings Fired fhe
Famous Mine at
Hill 60,

-

Among the party of soldiers who re.’.
turned on Sunday night are many
heroes who have stayed with the fight«

ing till they saw it thru, Some
them have thrilling stories to tel] of
the things they have seen, and many
of them bear the scars of battle. Pta,
E. Cummings had the honor of firing
the mine Which blew up the famous
Hill 60. He was a member of the 2nd
Tunneling Company and spent a good’
deal of his time underground. He was
nineteen months at the front.

Pte. B. Olinger fought with the 3rd
Battalion and is a Toronto man. He
took part in the fighting at the Somme,

Pte. Kred Alton, 22 Russell street,
enlisted with the 75th Battalion ang
was afterwards transferred to the 60t
Battalion. He went overseas in March,
1916, and was shell shocked -at Pag-
schendaele. Her served twenty-eight
months in France. Pte. Alton was met,
at the station by his mother, who was
overjoyed at seeing her son again. She
had been waiting at the sfation since
noon on Sunday.

Shrapnel wounds put Pte. George T,
Lang out of the firing line. He en-
lisaed in Toronto with the American
Legion, altho he is a Canadian boy,
He has seen fourteen months' hard
service in France.

Pte. Edgar Prince, 938 Gerrard
street, went overseas with the 134th
Battalion and was transferred to the
1st Canadian machine gun section. He

and three months and fought thru the
battles of Paséchendaele and Arras. -
He was met at the station by both his
mother and father.

Cunad.ans who are entitled to wear the ‘
ribbon of the Mons Star. He is Pte,
C. James, of Simcoe, a member of the

13th Battalion. He was a British re-

servist when war broke out, and has-

tening overseas he was one of the first

colonial reservists to join the colors:

He fought in the retreat from Mons,

Pte. James had tive months’ serviee: in

I'rance and was then discharged from

the imperial army, but he at once

Jouned up with tne Canadians,

TORONTO Oz FICERS
FROM OVERSEAS

Many officers have returned home
with the recently arriveeti conting¥at.
Among others is Lieut. T. ¥. Gerry,
62 Hewitt avenue,
in the ranks with the cy¢Lsts in Jan-
uary, 1916, and won his commissioa
on the field while serving with the
famd@s 76th Battalion. His .home-
coming is a sad one owing to the fact
that Juring his absence both his
father and mother have passed away.,

Another Toronto officer to return is
Lieut. R. W. Savage, 17 Walker ave-
nue, who went overseas with the 72nd
Battallon from Kingston. He served
at the front with the 9th Battery,
whica was recruited in Toronto at the
oeginning of the war. ’ ; b

Capt. ‘A. J. Jagow, 592 Sherbourne
street, returned to the citvy on matur-
day. He went overseas as one of the
“originals,” having joined the Torc%io
15th Battalion when it was stationed
at Valcartier in 1914, Capt. Jagow
was wounded at the Ypres salient in
1916.

Lieut. Charles C. Martin, M.C., 1490
West King street, was another arrival
on Saturday. He went overseas with
the 3rd Divisional Cyeclists and then
transferred to the 6th Battery in
France. Lieut. Martin has been
wounded twice, and was awarded the
Military Cross.

Major George Alan Keith, son of
Alexander Keith, 199 Lyadhurst ave-
nue, is among the officers who have
returned. He went overseas with the
170th Battalion and served for 18
months in France with the Pioneers,
He was wounded last September.

Capt. A. W. Knox, 44 East Charles
street, returned on Saturday. He
went across with the C.A.M.C. shortly
after graduating from the University
of Toronto. He served in France for
some time and has since been doing
medical work in cngland,

Dominion Express Company
— General Superintendent Dies

Wm. Walsh, 125 Jameson ave., died
yesterday morning following a short
ilness. Since 1884 he was employed
by the Dominion Express Company,
and in 1909 was made general super-
intendant of its eastern branches,

Born in Toronto, in 1859, the late
Mr. Walsh' had been an expressman
since 1877, when he joined the Vickers
Co. He was an efficient business man,
and the success of the Dominion Ex-
rress is in a great measure due to his
untiring energy and ability,

The deceased was a member of the
Holy Name Church, and of the Na~
tional Club. His wife survives nLim,

McCULLOCH CASE TRAVERSED,

i
On the motion of T. (. Robinette,
counsel for Frank McCulloch, charged
with the murder of Detective Wil.
hhams, Mr. Justice Latchford yester-
day allowed the case to be traversed
to the January assizes, to permit
McCulloch to obtain all necessary evi-
dence.
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