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of their noses, but cannot properly be said to have opinions.
And 1 should like briefly to indicate some of the subjects to

which, as I think, the special attention of Canadian Clubs
should be devoted.

First, then, let us know about Canada. Let some
speakers tell us of our geography, of our physical character-
istics and capacities ; of our mines and our forests ; of our
farms and our orchards; of our lakes and our rivers. Few
of us know very much about any province but our own and
one other. Let all be made familiar to us.

Let others teach us our history. Some will relate the
story of our wars ; others of our constitution ; others of our
material development, and our progress in literature, and art,

and general culture. We shall not understand Canada until
we know her history.

Let us study our present political status, and our l^al
relation to the rest of the Empire. Are we a nation, as is

now so frequently asserted? Are we even a self-governing
colony? If not, in what respects are we still under su^
jection ? And is it compatible with the present importance
and dignitv of Canada that she should longer acquiesce in
outside control of her own aflFairs ?

Then, inasmuch as we are a part of the British Empire,
we ought to know something about that great Leviathan.
Most of us are, I fear, but poorly informed upon the subject.

I would that someone, commencing at the reign of Queen
Anne, say 200 years ago, when the Empire consisted of
little more than the Channel Islands, should, with the help of
Sir John Seeley and other writers, recount to us the history

of British expansion; and that he should make as clear to

us as he can the oft-asserted difference between the grasping
aggressiveness of the Kussian, for example, and the natural,

heaven-appointed growth of Anglo-Saxon domination.
And let us endeavor to form some idea of Imperialism,

and the part that Canada ought to play in it. This is an
admittedly diflBcult and complex subject. No man can as yet
fully appreciate its meaning, tell its pui^wrt, or foresee
whereto it leads, and wherein it shall have its accomplish-
ment. The nations of the world are in a raging stream.


