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which we will dii-cnss as briefly as the nature of the case will admit,

and in ianpiarro so simple that we trust every capacity will be able

to nnflorstanil it. Anrl fir-«t we 'nii>t say a few words aboni

I

WATER.

Water i:- nuo of the four jv.'i'jiary ciciii.Mit^, and, in the opinion

of many J^hilosoniiers, it is siinerior to tire, air and eavth/'<= In

faet tiiev say tliat be.^idi'< its many otiier wonderful jinipertios it

contains within it the i',>st.'a(c <il" the other clemen*-. A\'i>.tei- con-

sists of a chfn!i(ai union of oxyi-cu iim' hydrouvn. Eiiiht parts out

of nine in wato- »)•! i'.v_,-i:(Mi, and one-ninth part is hydrofjen. if we

roc-ard W(;i<rht. Hui. !>y mea.--in'e. two-thirds of water are hydrogen.

Oxyovn, as is well known, i- so ijnoortant, tiiat no animal or vege-

ti'.olo could live v.i.oont it. Ixo'iiovo o>;y:pvn, and \xo ^ould all

cease to oxist. Oxv:,"! ;-< a (Mii-iitiient of stones and earth, and it

form.. a})oiit a iii'tii pai'- of the ;iimo^[ihere. A very ji'reat portion

both ofaniroid .-md vewtaMo sii'.'.-tan'.'i's consists of hydroii-en, which

likewise i.-; inHaniinalMe, rJiitoimh it docs not support (as the che-

mists sav) corabostion or ver-pivation. Thus w(> s; e hovr compre-

hensive arc tite proper! i;.; oi' v;i'er. it is as it wore tin? b!ood of

ihoeart!!. Tho-e docp ibinitaios o'" w'ltfM- which are hidden in the

sccrci abyss oi the eartli may he «iid to be the heart of thu globe
;

for as the hnmaJi heart, tiie vi\ er\ oir cX thi' life-giving I'urvent, sends

the blood iiy innnmerabic vein-. »>:>•., to every part of the body, to

nourish, sustain and cnlive!i it, so the watery fotmtaiu in the midd

of the eurlh somls forth throii:ih countless channels, mysteiiotis ttibes,

and winding veins, those refi-eshintr streams whicii are so essential to

man's \'f\'c and itanpiness ; wiiich enli^-en and fer<ili'/c the soil, re-

fresh the earth, clothe it v.-/;ii trv'es :iud herlis ;ind liowers, furnish

drink ibr the thirsty -uu. ;im1 alinu'nt ibr the gerdal clouds. Won-

derful olcment indeed is water : wondrous are its properties, and i(.s

* 5. Cyril of Jorii.-;ileiii in his :>i(l t;at.>ciiot. instruet. on Baptism, ,<ii,y? :
' Water

is boiaetliint: la'cat, ami of tlii! rour priuciiial elements of tlic wm-id, tlic mosl

b.miitiful (^Knlllston). Tin; haUitatimi u me angol.- it lieavon : but tho heavea.'i

are from tlie water-?. The earth i.-; llie abode nf men. bul tho earth al?o is from

waters The boginuinf; of the world is. water ; tlio begiuuinii of tho gyjpcU

is the Jordan.'


