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while the burden of taxation which we would be obliged
to suflFer in order to create and maintain the vast navy
and army necessary for the defence of our territory and
commerce throughout the world against these gigantic
powers with their oriental ally, Japan, would sap our
wealth, endanger our prosperity and threaten the very
existence of republican institutions.

This is no time for shallow thought or flippant speech.
In a public sense it is the most serious moment of our
lives. Let us not be swayed in our judgement by
prejudice or minor considerations. Men and women
like ourselves are suffering and dying for what they
believe to be the right, and the world is in tears. Let us
wait and watch patiently and hope sincerely that all this
agony is a great labour-pain of history and that there
shall be born through it a new era of prosperity, happi-
ness, and righteousness for all mankind.

John W. Burgess.
Athenwood, Newport, R.I..

August 17, 1914.
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To the Editor of ' The Republican '

:

Will you permit me as an Englishman to try to
explain to your readers the feelings with which I have
read the letter written to you by Professor John W.
Burgess on August 17, published in The Republican of
August 19. I agree with the professor in holding that,
when five great nations are fighting for their existence
and for their ideals, he who would assume the role of
teacher should not speak lightly, ignorantly, or with
prejudice. I think his first duty should be to seek the
truth and to tell it as well as he can. I do not agree


