
To the Honorable A. ToBOKON,

Commiiaiouor of Colonizatiou and Minfs,

Qnt'hec,

Sir,

I hiivi' the honor to tranNmit you a titutt>mfnt of the op«ratiou8 of

the different mining indutitrieg in the province, to torm part of the report

of the Department. This statement coverw the period from tut January

1900, to iHt January, 1901. As you are aware, we have for three years

past published thi^ statement separately. The iiieonrienee of di''idiug

into two the seaNtiu oi operations or of delaying for a yuar the publication

of the iuibrmatioti obtained led ns to adopt this prac;tiee, whieh is alto-

•jether to the advantage ol thona interested in mining.

The luiniui,' industry coulinue.s to develop regularly in the province,

without, however, pre.seuting any very striking l< w leatu<'.s. The most

important operations have been in asb»'9tos, copper, miei, chrome and
iron, and an increase in the output of these has to )»• rcpoited. Th<

workiui^ population ha.-* uuf^mented and it is noteworthy that, in t rtaiu

districts, wages have been raised 2'> per ciiit by the nuninir com luies.

The gross valui! ol th>' minerals utilized is repns-Miit d this year by a

sum of S2, 546,000 with 5,400 hands employed, to whom thi- companies

paid in wages about $1,800,000 for an average of ten months' work. I

may remark that the lii^uros of the producti.in of the mining industry

would be much increased, if the value of the manufactured products

were given. The Mining .\ct has been well observed ani ta number
of permits issued was larger than that of previous years. The safety of

the workmen is well assured and the numbjr of ai^cidents is represented

by twomen kille 1 and a few badly injured apart from thf mmyaeci d jnts

mentioned in the newspapers uad r 'suiting from th • uiiskilfulness of

workmen using dynamite in tho diiierent works, the inspection of which

does not come under our control.

Please accept. Sir, the expression of my respect.

J. 0B.1LSKI, M. K.

Inspector of Minos.

Quebec, March, I'.'Ol.


