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the (lay into halves of twelve hours each,

nuniljcied separately, ar.d substitute therefor a

siiifjje notation of 24 hours. The managers
and others heard from who will sujiport and
carry out the eiiange represent 59,100 miles of

railway.

The committee feel warranted in slating;

what the great telej^raph interests of the cou.itry

are in full sympathy. They have the authority

of the President of the Western Union Teie-

jq;raph Company for saying that the general

adoption of the 24 o'clock system, besides

reducing risk of errors, woulcl save to that

companv the transmission of fully one hun-

dred and fifty millions of letters annually.

.Since the conclusions of the Washington
Conference were made known in luirope only

a few weeks back, the 24 o'clock system has

attracted marked attention. On the rn->t of

the ])resent montli it was adopted at the

(jreenwich Observatory, the seat of control

for all the public clocks of Creat Britain.

In view of all the circumstances, it ajipears

to the committee that the day is not far distant

when a change may be successfully accom-

plished in this country. As in the matter of

regulating time throughout North America by

iiour standan'.s, it is believed that the projiosed

change can best be elTected by the railway

authorities. The committee therefore reconi-

nuMul that steps be taken to bring all liie

information referred to in this report, and t' e

whole question, before the next meeting of

the Railway Ceneral Time Conventions.

in Canada, owing in no small degree to the

strenuous eilorts of Mr. .Sr.nford 1' leming, the

new svsteni is t;ven further advanced in public

favor than in the Cnited States. We clip the

fc/llowing from the Mail of a recent dale:

—

The secretar}' of the (Canadian Institute has

summoned the memliers to meet today at

twenty o'clock. Thus another ste]i lias been

taken towards the general adojitinn of the

twenty-four o'clock system of time-reckoning.

The a]iplication of the twenty-four (j'clock

system to local lime is one step on the road,

and the Canadian institute is pioneering the

scl.en • in Canada. It is understood that

some British scieniillc societies have a heady
ado]Ued it.

We hope that the C. 1'. K. will at once

take steps to secure for itself tlie honor of

l)eing the first railway in the world to adopt a

time system u])nn whicii in a few years not

only will all roads be operatrd. Inil which

will ine\ itablv be universal.
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.Speaking with ( leneral Superintendent Egali

on the pruposud introduction (jf tiie twenty-

four o'clock system into the working of the

Canadian I'acific Railway, a representative of
TiiK Manitohan was informed that not only
was it the Canadian I'acific Railway which
would adopt It, but the most influential of

the railroad men in the United States were in

favor of it, and he exjiected to see it at no late

date as universal!}' used on this continent as is

standard time. If the railroads adopted the

system he tliought the rest of the country

would follow as a matter of course.

The .\meriean Society of Civil I'.ngineers.

who are the prime movers in the matter of

time reform, have published a pamphlet deal-

ing with tile twenty-four o'clock system, from
which the following extracts are made :

1). [. \\ hittemore, president of the society,

speaking at the liullalo convention, saitl :

.\mong the important subjects h'gitimately

under consideration by our society at the

jjresent time is that of reckoning and denoting

time. It is ii(,t surprising that mend)ers of (jur

profession should have been the first to suggest

practicable reforms in this direction, and it is

a gratif) ing fact in the history of our society,

that the energetic support ,\ou have given to

the establishment of standard meridians of

time has contributed, pr(jl)ably, more than

any other cause to the adoiilion of this retbrni

over a large portion of this continent.

Hence it is not strange that the

mrnd)ers of lair profession, with great unan-
imity, favor the mnnbering of the hours con-

seciuively througlxnil the entire tlay, instead of

dividing each day into halves of twelve hours

each. We are fully aware that we contend

with the prejudice of custom in our attempts

in this directum. That great agent of moilern

civilization, the railway, rendered the adoption

of standard time possible. Now, if that great

agency in jiublic education, the press, will

adopt the i)roi)osed reform in its • ord of

daily hours, it is believed that ante .d past

meridian time will soon be relegated to the

l)ast."

Mr. Sandford !• leming, in his report to the

Hutlalo con\ention, made as chairman of the

special committee on standard time, sa\ s that

in response it) the in\ italion given to prominent
men to gi\e an emphatic expression of opinion

upon the t\\ent\-four o'clock systeiii, 92 per

cent. ga\e their unijualified supiiort lo the

propMs;d tiiado[it a single series of hours from
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nundiered finni one to iwents- four, h'urihei-

on Mr. I'lennng sa_\s : •• ll i> proposed to


