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ally
jNew Testament, "Though various parts ot it Avere univ.

^

received at an earlier period, still it was not m existence as a

collection of inspired writings for 400 years after the commeiice-

nent of Christlnity
• Again (p. 81), ' Whore .s U,c B^ble

ever called by the name of the Wonl of G.d m the Senptme

itself" ' And further on, referring to the book of the Hew

Testament, he says, it "was not written," "w;as not in existence

from the teginning of Christianity." Now, Mr. Maturm must

excuse its being said that all this is r.ally no better than empty

mubUin <.: We all know that the books we now call the Bble

and the New Testament were not compiled and made mto the.r

present/„™. until long after the establishment
f

thr.st.an,ty

;

but we also know that all the writings or books ol the Old Tesia-

ment contained in the Bible were in use, as mspn^ed wr.tmgs,

by the Jews, many ages before any Christian Church was plant-

ed at Ro,ne or elsewhere. We also know that all the wmmgs

contah,ed in that part of the same Bible called the Ne,,: lestu-

It were written and in use by most, ,f not all, ot te Churches

ZL- the very first years of Christianity, and all ot them dur-

t U^ IwroLomc of the Apostles. Several, indeed, of those

i„rpired writings were emnposed and in use, n, some of the

Churches before any Church was planted at Rome, io expose

* u ter fallacy ot'this objection of Mr. Maturin's as to the

t me of compiling the Bible and the New Testament, let us sup-

p thata'manlndictedfor a criminal offence, descr.bed n. an

act of Parlian,ent, should urge, as an objecoon or defence, hat

tl l,ook in which the statute was then bound up w,th o her

laws, had been printed and n.ade subsequent to the ^»^- wi, h

hi, uffenee was charged to have been eonn>nlted buuly tbe

oMection would at once be treated with conten.pt, and he would

be told that the statute itself had bee., n.ade and on record lor^g-

,,e, r PS a..es- before the ,la.c of his offence, and the n,akn,g

'

h bo^k. Mr. Matnrin-s objection, as t> the tunc o: com-

piling the Scriptures h, books, is just as futile and empty as the

one ill tlie case supposed.


