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morning, whcro we spent a quiet day, getting our fill of this our flnt

actual view of the Kookies and visiting the sulphur spring batliN.

Tho scenery is simply magnificent, and as wo journeyed on at daybreak on
Monday morning for our next stopping-place, New Westminster, tin-

views that mot our eyes on every side and at every point filled us with
awe and admiration. To attempt a description of the ride through th»

Rockies would fill a volume, and must be made to be thoroughly

understood. I can only say we occupied a place in the observation

car the greater part of the time, ancl, although the whole journey

strikes you as posHessing more than the ordinary elements of danger, you
become entranced with the nobleness of the everlasting hills, and
almost regret finding yourself once more in the open country beyond.

We reached Now Westminster on Tuesday afternoon. It is situated

very prettily on the Fraser Kiver, contains about 7,000 people, and from
tho building and improvements now going on is evidently thriving, and
every effort is being made to increase the trade and add to the growing
importance of the town. Tho lumber mills here are extensive, and
well repaid us for a visit ; also tho various salmon canneries on tho

Fraser. This has become an enormous industry, Messrs. Ewing's
establishment alone working 400 hands in the factory and an equiil

number llshing, and turned out this season 25,000 cases of 48 ono lb.

tins of salmon in each case. Tho season lasts from about the 10th of

July to the end of August. The Fraser Eiver abounds in salmon ; but

throughout British Columbia salmon will not rise to a fly, they are all

netted. We took a steamboat to Ladner's Landing, some few miles

down the Fraser, and had a short drive into the rich delta district.

This is an immense tract of land said a few years since to be worth
only a dollar an acre, and is now by drainage selling at 50 dollars an
acre. It is said to produce 3 tons of timothy grass, 6 to 7 quarters of

wheat, and from 10 to 15 quarters of oats per acre, and the samples
we saw were of very fine quality. Fruit trees, vegetables, and roots of

all kinds simply revel in the rich alluvial soil.

The following Thursday morning we started by road for Vancouver,
a distance of 12 miles, through a forest of timber passing belief for

multitude and size, many of the Douglas pines being 250 feet high and
measuring from 25 to 50 feet in circumference. Fire here, as every-

where else, had ravaged much of ,it, the whole being in a primeval state,

and apparently of little value, as it costs more to clear the land than
the timber is worth. This is splendid land cleared of timber, but the

labour is appalling. Vancouver is and must become a very important
city, from its situation commanding the Pacific trade and commerce.
It is only of four years' growth, and already contains 15,000 people.

Some very fine hotels, churches, houses, and large shops are in course

of erection, but even here the speculator has gone in advance of the

demand, and finds he has to wait awhile to realise the large prices paid

for the land around.

Lulu Island, distant about ten miles, was visited by us in the

afternoon. This ride was through forest as before described, and from
its nearness to Vancouver clearing is going on. Lulu Island is

another tract of rich land of some twenty-five to thirty thousand acres
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