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In lhi» connection, the "tock »r({iiment of tlu' Coniierviitive p«rty iHifclit

be referred to. 'I'hey Ht«li' that wlii-n they WSi ntlioM, they wrr.' tBkiiii; lei-*

thkD twenty .me niillion iIoIImm |nT Hiinmii in ciisliMiix tiixi>>. wlieie..K Imit

year (11)03) thirty-seven million clnlliiiH wen- collicti'l. nn.l thi>y cniloiivor t"

argne that the increii."B repnrufnt" ncMitioniil huiilunn ini|K)»t'.| upon the

people. A little consiileratiun will, wr think, ulinw iiny unpifjudici'il man

that that in one of the niunt fiillacious Hr;{nmi!ntii ever lulvanc-uil by a political

party. It in purposely deHiijiiuil to iiiislemi the peo K' hy becloUilinj{ the

inue. The volume of euxtomH revenue is not in iiiiy !.<ii»e ii nieiimire of

cuitonu taxation ,
the true ami only lair tcet Ih the averajju rate of cuntoms

dutiee, and, a« has been established in the fmiKuin;; piira;;ni|ilii. »ueli average

rate has been substantially reduced under the turill introduei'd by the

Liberal Government There are two reasons for the inerease in customs

revenue. One is, increase of popnlatioi' ; the other is an increase in the

purchasing power of the people. Durinj; the last s('>cn years the pacple

have been very prosperous, and conseipiently their purehases of commodities

have been greater and heavier, ti(( tlictj Inivf puiil Ifx innnfij j'lyr I'ustumii

duties on each hundrnl duUarx xvurlh nf li.e ijuwtii tlieij liiiir imported than

they ever did on the averaije since WW. It the iinportatlons las* ear had

been the same in point of total value as they were in IM9U, less > .«y to thti

amount of two and three-(|uartur millions would have been paid than was

paid in 1896. The Government have no power nr emitrol over the quantity

of imported goods the people may buy ; all they can deal with is the rate of

dnty to be levied thereon, and when, as has been shown, they have reduced

the average rate of duty, they cannot, in fairness, be charged with increas-

ing customs taxation.

To illustrate our argument, take the case of a manufacturer who in 1 896

imported twenty tons of bar iron or steel for use in his business of manu-

facturing implements. On this he paid duty at the rate of SIO a ton—in all

$200. Last year, however, let us suppose he imported to meet the demands

of his increasing business 100 tons, 'i'he rate then was |T. a ton, and he

would pay 9700 in duties, or 500 more than he paid in 1896. Now, would it

not strike you as absurd, if that manufacturer were to argue that becauae he

paid more duties in the aggregate in 1903, the Liberal Government had in-

creased the burdens of customs taxation bearing upon his industry i Similar


