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vnconditional, through the hands of CommifTioners, afting under an aft of parlia-

ment, and according to the inftiuftions given to them from the Adminiftration. This

minifterlal furronder of the acl of navigation, as executed in form, under the concili-

atory afts, amounts to a national ratification of the commercial treaty between America

and France. For this country cannot claim any right to refcind any oj)en commer-

cial treaty entered into by A;Tieric;i, having diverted themfclves of all their right and

title to oppolc any luch treaty, by the general and unlimited concefTion to America

of extending every freedom to trade. Your legal attornies have publicly and folemnly

ratified that aft, under national autliority. Minifters in this unconditional furrender of

the act^of navigation, luvc; cut ofl' tlie right hand of their country, and we mull fubmit.

There is noicdrefs.

As to the treaty of alliance between America and France, I conceive it to have been on

the part of Ameeica, a rcluftant aft of fclf-defence ; and on tlie part of France, 1 con-

ceive it to have been an abi'olute and direft violation of the laws of nations, with re-

fpecl to Great Britain. On this latter ground, I tliink my country has a right to de-

mand that this alliance be rclinquiflied on the part of France. And if I can fliew caufe

to believe, that on the part of America, it was an aft of reluftant neceffity, I fhall

liopethat this conclufion maybe then juftified ; that the hearts and wifhes of America

would readily concur in peace with Great Britain, upon the terms of the relinquifhment

of the treaty of alliance, I mean on the part of France. For undoubtedly they them-

felves will never make a facrificcof their honour by breaking a treaty contrafted in their

neceflity, how much foever they may regret that necefTity. This treaty, which is now

become an alliance between America and France, appears, when it left Europe, not to

have been a treaty of alliance, but a treaty oi eventual alliance. My j)roofs of this are,

firft, from the declaration of the French AmbalTador, M. de Noailles, on the i ^th

of March la'l, in which he fays, that the plenipotentiaries of France and America have

ligned a treaty of fricndfliip and commerce, but without Oipulating for any cxclufive

advantages for F^rance^ and he adds, that the King of France has in confequence

taken eventtuil meaiures in concert with the United States of North America. Again,

Monfieur Gerard, who was appointed by the court of France to actend upon tliis treaty

in its paflage to America, foon after his arrival, on the 6th of Augull, 1778, introduces

it to the Congrefs with thefe words, " The hoftile defigns of the common enemy have

" given to enga;:t "leuts pure'ty eventual^ an immediate, pofitive, permanent, and indiflblu-

*' ble force." On the fame day the Congrefs return their anfwer in the following

words ;
" Wc ardently wifh to flieath the fword, and to fpare the flirther effufion of blood

;

" but we are determined by every means in our power to fulfil thoit eventualeni^a^emcnis , Sec.'*

This eventual treaty v/as figned by the American Commiffioners at Paris, juft in than,

period of time while they were kept in I'ufpence as to the nature, extent, intentions, or

fincerity of tiie fuTipofed conciliatory propofitions which had been announced by the
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