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rhimes, is one of the eafieft and at the fame time the moft infignifi*

cant. Young people, in general, think it a proof of, extraordinary get*

nius, if they can put two or three lines together, that (hall run, in any
meafure, like veifes; and whenever they can do this, they think fo

much of it, as never to he fatisfied, till they fee it in print. In this re-

{peA, they jadjge erroneuufly. The faculty of meafuring a few fyllahles,

is a thing that any perfon, with a tolerably juft ear, can eafily attain.

Btit a poetic talent, which conftfts in a lively imagination, an ardent vi-

gour of mind,, a qutcknefe of perception, and a faculty of combining ob-
je&s together, fo as to form new and flriking imagesj is as rare as the

other is common ; but it is this ]a{l alone, which forms the poet. Would
our ybuthflil rhimers attend to this diftinSion, it Would check their va*-

nity in ibme degj-ee, and make them helitate, before they became candi-

dates for the title of poets, merely becaufe they had made a few fmooth
and unintereflisg Bnes.

Thefe gener^ remarks premifed, the editor proceeds to the talk he
has afligniid to himfelfunder this department.

''<-*' '

^ Fiatory who writes from Berwick,* as if on his return from a tour

through Scotland, complains of the low ftate as to fpod and wages of the

labburers in Scotland^ and contends, with great warmth, that their wag-
es fhoiild be augmented. But has he adverted to the fituation of thofe

who have the wages to pay ? Before reformations ml this fort can be
prudently attempted, many particulars require to be adverted to, that

d ) not occur to a hafty traveller. And in every country, where per-

k&. freedom is allowed to individuals, to follow what hufinefs they

incline, things of this fort wHl inevitably find their natural level,,

without the ^gulating efforts of any man.
T. offers an hypothecs concerning the human foul that is not intelli-

gible to us ; w;hieh, fbr that teafon, we decline offering to our readers

;

MetapAifical difquifitions, unlefs very fhort and very clear, will be fpar-

ihgly admitted, as tending only to engender difputes, without leading

to any ufeful conclufions.

y. 5 ---«///« propc££8 as a query, whether, if a perforation were

made through the centre of tliis earth, and a {tone dropped from the

furface of the globe into that vacuity ; the (lone, by its increafed velo-

city, when it reached the centre, would not have acquired flich an im-

petus, as to enable it to rife, on the other fide, as at firfl; and fd on

coritinue vibrating for ever l a. He aflcs, what is the nature of the gela-

tinous fubftance, called by country-people, a (hot flar ?

f erus obferves, by way of anlV^er to a remark in 7he Mirror^ that

Bean Swift did not know the favourable opinion the Duchefs of Marl-

borough had entertained of the author of Gulliver's TravelSyOtherwil'e it

was not propable. he would have left a fevere inve6live againft her

, to be publifhed after his death. But in this conjecture, he alleges the

ekgant writer of that effay has been miflaken ; for Swift viraa really in-

formed of this circumftance by his friend Gay, who yrritcS thus to Swiff,

17th November, 1716. " The Duchefs dowager of Marlborough is in

, raptures with it, (Gulliver's Travels). She fays Ihe can dream of nothing

eU& fiuce ibo read iU She d^claresi that ihe hath now found out thi^r.


