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BALEM, OBKQON.

the good fortune to buy at low rates larjje

tracts of the best timber lauds lying along
tlie rivers and bays. A saw-mill is the cen-
tre of quite a town—and a very rough town
too, to judge from the appearance of the
men who come down to the dock to look at

the steamer, and the repute of the Indian
women, who go from port to port and seem
at home among the mill men.
Having gone by sea to Oregon, I should

advise you to return to California overland.

The journey lies by rail through the fertils

Willamette Valley, for the present the chief
agricultural country of Oregon, to Rosebnrg,
and thence by stage over and through
some of the most picturesque and grand
scenery in America, into California. If yon
are curious in bizarre social experiments,
you may very well stop a day at Aurora,
thirty miles below Portland, and look at

some of the finest orchards in the State, the
property of a strange German community
which has lived in harmrmy and acquired
V. jalth at this point. Salem, too, the cap-
ital of Oregon, lying ou the railroml fifty

miles below Portland, is worth a visit, to

sliow you how rich a valley the Willamette
is. And as you go down by stage toward
California you will enjoy a long day's drive

through the Rogue River Valiey, a long,

narrow, winding series of nooks, remote,

among high mountains, looking for all the

world as though in past ages a great river

had swept through here, and left in its dry
bed a fertile soil, and ppace enough for a

great numberofhap-
py and comfortable
homes.

^ May and June are

the best months in

which to see Oregoi;

and Puget Sound.
With San Francisco

as a starting-point,

one may go either

to Portland or to

Victoria direct. If

you go first to Vic-

„,^^^^^^ toria, you save a re-

l^^^n^^^HMj turn journey across
' "ft-K»°.i>ai'i^^^H' Puget Sound, and

from Olympia to

Kalama, but you
miss the sail up the
Columbia from As-

51p«g^^\?'v; il<' -' toria to Portland.

The following table

of fares will show
you the cost of trav-

eling iu the region I have described

:

Time. Farf.

From San FranclBco to Portland 8 days $30 00
From San Francisco to Victoria 8 " 30 00

From Portland to Celilo 1 Jay T 00
Excursion tickuts, good from Portland

to Celilo and back 8 days 10 00
PromPorllaudbyOlj-rapiato Victoria 8 " 12 25
From Portland to San Francisco by

railroad and stage 79 hours 42 00

Meals on these journeys are extra, and cost

from half a dollar to seventy-five cents.

They are generally good. All these rates

are iu coin. On the steamer from San Fran-

cisco to Portland or Victoria meals are in-

cluded in the fare.

When you are once in Portland a vast re-

gion opens itself to you, if you are an ad-

venturous tourist. You may take boat at

Celilo, above the Dalles, and steam up to

Wallula, where you take stage for Elkton,

a station on the Pacific Railroad, in Utah;
this journey shows you the heart of our con-

tinent, and is said to abound in magnificent

scenery. I have not wade it, but it is fre-

quently done. If you have not courage for

so long an overland trip, a journey up to the

mouth of Snake River and back to Portland,

which consumes but a week, will give you
an intelligent idea of the vas^/ness of the

country drained by the main body of the

great Columbia River.

The great plains and table-lands which
lie east of the Cascades, and are drained by
the Columbia, the Snake, and their afilncnts,

will some day contain a vast poi)ulati()n.

Already enterprising pioneers are pusliing

into the remotest valleys of this region. As
you sail up the Columbia, you will hear of

wheat, barley, sheep, stock, wool, on^hards,

and raj)idly growing settlements, where, to

our E.istern belief, the beaver still builds

his dams, un vexed even by the traps of the

hunter.
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