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PaciHc Ocean, tlioy will long <^on8©nt to l»e under the rulen of

the American CongroHs. They will raiHe the standard for thein-

iielves, and they ought to do it."

And before him that great, if not greatest of all Amerinin stiiten-

men, Thonnis Jetierson, when referring in a letter to John Jaool»

Aslor on March 24, 1H12, to a new settlement on Colnml)ia river,

Kpoaks of

—

"Their descondantH spreading throiigli the whole length of

that coast, covering it with free and indepondent Americans,

n/iconwctetl inith m hut hij the tti'x of' hlood awl of Intcivat, en-

joying like lis the rights of self-government."

These predictions to the contrary notwithstanding, California i»

today a loyal part of our Union, and with it Texas and the Floridas

and all the states and territories gained liy the extension of our

dominion.

The policy to extend our dominion having lieen estal»lished as

firmly impressed upon the history of our past national life, shall it,

and will it he continued, and what territory should it embrace ^

Will anybody at this day dispute that the accession of Canada

would not lie of the highest benefit to the United States J Its popu-

lation is to an overwhelming degree com{)osed of people of our idood,

of our religion, of our customs, trained in the arts of husbandry and

of manufacturing, skilled in conunerce and trade and navigation, ac-

custometl to self-government, peaceable, law-abiding and enjoying

even to a highei degree than our own, the blessings of civil servico

reform and of an impartial and swift execution of the laws of the

land. As there can be no annexation of Canada except with the

consent of its people, the problem is rendered difficult because of

the political wistlom of the British government. While the Span-

iards and Portuguese, after founding their colonies, have held them
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