
THE GREATEST HOUSE AT CHELSEY

their lifetime, priceless things to their fellow
countrymen, than to one who by his las

will and testament thought more of his owi
wealthy family's wealth in hard cash. Al
we can say it that time hat bem on on
tide, and we made a bargain diat hat tufwi
onat a good one. At the time of his dead
this was by no means so certain, as is showi
in Walpole's amusing letter, which, though i

has often been quoted, is too good to omit.

"You will tcarce guett,** it rvm, "how 1

employ my time, chiefly at present in th<

guardianship of embryos and cockleshcllt. Sii

Hans Sloane is dead, and has made me on<
of the Trustees to his museum, which is tc

be offered for /20,ooo to the King, th(

Parliament, the Royal Academies of Peters-

hurgh, Berlin, Paris, and Madrid. He valued
it at fourscore thousand pounds ; and tc

would anybody who loves hippopotamuses,
sharks with one ear, and spiders as big as

geese ! It is a rent charge to keep the

KEtuses in spirits ! You may believe thai

those wfeo mkA. money the most valuable
of all curiotitiet will not be ptnclutten.
The King has excused himself taying he
did not believe that there are twenty thou-
sand pounds in the treasury. We are a

charming wise set, all philosophers, botanists,

astiquarians, and nuthematicians ; and ad-
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