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The Imperial Academy of Sciences

of Petrograd, and the Ukrainian Language

When a revolution broki- i^ut in Russia in 1904, and when unilor the

blows of this revohit! n and of many military defeats the \ ry foundation*

of the Rusiian Stuiu witc trembling, the Russian Govvrnnivnt made up its

mind to change its savaire poli> ics and to ameliorate the existiiiir condi-

tiona. The Ukrainian people also was a little affected by this change in

RsMiMi ptdieiM. A Rmsian committee of ministers, while considering the

mtrktiona placed upon puUication in the Ukrainian lanfoage, advised the

ministers of education and the ninisten «f the interior to investigate thoM
restrictions and, after obtaining the vietn on this nibjeet of the Governor

of Kiev, of the Imperial Academy of Sciences, and of the Universities of

Kiev and Kharlcov, to submit their opinions and COBclnaiona to the com-

mittee of ministers. All the institutions whose opinion was souKht m this

matter recommended the immediate rerm vhI of the restrictions on the

Ukrainian language. In particular, the ."Vcadrmy of Sciences of Petrograd

prepared a lengthy memorial on this question. The memorial, beariiv the

seal of the Academy of Sciences, was presented to the ministers.

The Academy of Scteacea choee a apacial einauniaaion et the moat emin-

ent professors and speeialiata of Ruaaia to prepare this memoriaL The
members of the commisaiw.—Korah, Famintatoi, Zatenaky, F"^natoy,
SStaidunatov, Danilevsky, and Uldenlmrg—were aD Mnscevitf*, wit. :he ex-

ception of Zaiensky. Shakhamatov, who was famous throughout Europe aa

a specialist in philology and old-Russian literature, was commissioned to

prepare the most important and detailed report on the subject.

The salient lent'ire of the report of the Academy of Sciences of Petro-

grad is the declaratUin that the Ukrainian people is a distinct natirn which

has its ouvi language and literature and its own hintorical traditions, and

is tntitled to an unrestricted national development. The memorial does not

contain even a trace of the opinion that the Ukrainian language ia a dialect

of the Rtaaian langjage. It clearly regarda the Baaaian people and tha

Ukrainian people anc' the Russian language and the Ukndnian language aa

equally distinct national entitiaa, and deee not wMntion tm^ aU-RuMian
people or language.

The memorial shows conclusively that the all-Russian language does

not and never did exist, and that the so-called alt-Russian literary language
is the language only of the Moaeovites or Ruaiiana and ia compktely for-

eign to the Ukrainian people.

Thia memorial of the Academy of Sciencea of Petrograd waa priidad ia
190S; BBd of the ytxy few copies extant, one ia ponesseJ by PuUic
Library of New York City. In 1905, chiefly on account of this nmnorial
the Ruaaian Goremment repealed the law of 1876 wUdi prahibited all pvib-

lication in the Ukrainian language.


