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Manitaba Crops,

Bullotin No.31, report on crops and live stock
in Manitoba during tho past scason, has been
izsued by the Maunitoba departiment of agricul-
ture and immigration, and it is a gratifying
one, showing that in Mavitoba alone the esti-
mated wheat yield is over 23,000,000 bushels.
For the purpose of compilation Lhe province has
been divided into districts, as before, namely :
Northwestern, Central, Southwestern, South
Central, North Central and Eustern.

Great difticulty hus been oxperienced in get-
ting returns as the pressuto of work in securing
the enormous crop has been almost unpreceden.
ted. Out of 500 correapondents, only one
hundred and eighty have replicd to the circu.
lars asking for information. Fortunately,lhow-
over, the 1eports are fairly representative, most
of the divisions haviog sent in a fair proportion
of reports, 1t is, on the other hand, rather un-
fortunate that the exceptions, though few, com.
priso two such districts as North Brandon and
Morden. Thera is every reason to believe that
contrary to the usual result, the threshers’
yield will bo greatly in excess of the estimated
yield by tho crop correspondents. In view of
this facb it is tho intention of the department
to issue a supplementary bulletin la‘er in the
season when these returns are ia.

THE COMPARATIVE YIELDS,
The following statement of comparative yiclds
are based on tho returns of acreage and average
yields for the respective years of 1890 and 1891:

1890, 1891,
Cushels. Bushiels.
Estimated average yleld of
wheat ...... ..... ..... 21.1 25.8
Estimated averago yleld In
OB vaceettaantrarinennens [} %) 438
Estimatea average yield in
DATICY toeecennnnniiiinnnnnens 32.1 85.8
Estimated average yleld in

POLatoes ceeeiiiiine  aeann. 235.0 180.4
Estimated product of wheat  ...14,665,769 32,101,699
Estimated product of oats ...... 9,513,433 14,762,605
Estimated product of barley ... 2,069,415 8,197,875
Estimated product of potatoes.. 2,640 §20 2,101,082

The following table shows the average yield
of the various districts of the principal crops

grown :
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Bus. Bus, Bus. Bus. Bus.

Northwestern...... 222 4586 308 1368 2767
Central .ooooveveens 244 488 842 1172 800.0
Southwestern ..., 27.8 40.6 360  152.7 363.7
South Contral..... 268 62.2 404 2458 418.7
North Central...... 26.5 48.7 366  200.0 640.0
Eastern.ee.eeee.... 2.3 4590 S6.0 1805 242.4

Province ...... 25.3 483 856 1804 3359
OATS.

The oat crop hes been viry satistactory. The
averago yield is above that of the past two
years, and 3 9 bushels per acre above the Aug-
ust estimate of correspondents. Owing to the
vast amount of crop to he saved, the oats have
suffered samawhat from exposure.

DARLEY.

Barley has suffered in some sections from wet,
but is on the whole a fair crop. The yield is
within ono per cent. of the estimate of August
last, The berry is good; but asit is ia many
instances the first crop cut and onc of tho last
to bo stacked, the color is not good.

PEAS, RYE AND FCLAX.

Theso crops do not secem to be grown in suffi.

cient quantitics to be of goneral interest, and

the roturns ars very meagre, o much so thatit
is impossiblo to formn a safo catimates of the
yield, No reports of peas aro below cighteen
bushels to tho acre, while rye goes from twenty
to thirty-five, Flux is reported by only one
correspondent who places it at 16.5 bushels per

acre.
POTATORS.

Potatoes havo not done so well as last seaon,
Many correspondonts report the yield as vory
small on sccount of tho wet weather of carly
saummer which rotted the tubera.  The uggre.
gate yield is much less than last year, aithough
a much greater average was planted. In
some instances, however, the yield wuas enor-
mous, ovar four hundred bushels per acre being

woported.
TURNLS,

This crop is not largely grown, but has been
on the whole faivly good. Many correspondents
report nono grow, others as hizh as cignt hun-
dred bushels per acre. .

It is quito evident from this that the country
is well adapted to their growth, but the scave.
ity of farm help militates very strongly againsg
their production.

Aun accompanying table shows tho aggregate
yield (estimated) of the different districts.

The weather during early harvest, or that
portion of the season in which hacvesting oper-
ations are usually completed, was very good ;
but the unusually heavy crop and great scarcity
of farin help, protacted the harvest nutil wet
weather set in in September, which retarded
the work in all parts of the province. Crops
were slow in ripening on accouot of the very
fuvorable conditions existing for continued
growth in the month of August. From the re.
ports of western abservers rain fell on twenty-
cight days at some puints iu the provinze in the
month of August, the average fall for the
month being 2 59.  In September rain fell on
twenty-three days the average for the month

being 1-19 inches.
HAY.

Much more hay has beep put up than last
year, and in most instances in good coundition.
In some townships the amount is reported 100
per cent. over last year. The yield was heavy
aud the late harvest allowed time for cutting
and caring forit. The quality as well is better
than last year.

FARM HELP.

The absence of suitable he!p has been the bane
of the farmer this season, says the bulletin. In
almost every township there has been a dearth
of farm laborers,and the inconvenience and loss
arising from this souice has been very great.
The large numbers brought isto the province
on the farm laborors’ excursion seems to have
been but a drop in the bucket, and it is safo to
assume that twice as many could have found
employment for threo months or more from the
beginning of harvest. It ie noticeable that in
tho northwestern district, where more stock is
kept and mived farming followed, that the sup-
ply of labor has been much nearer equal to the
demand. Laborers are still in domand in many
parts of the province, in fact in all parts except
the northwestern district, and will be as long
as the weather is such as will admit of thresh-
ing being donc.

BINDING TWiINE.

The supply of twine bas heen adequate in
every township reported, with one exception.
That no inconvenience should have been exper-

ienced in this matter is most remarkable, con:

sidering tho fact that 2,418,325 Ibs were used
on wheat alone, 856,387 on oats and 260,501 on
barley, or & total of 3,705,193 on the assuwp-
tion that oats and bailey i1cquire on an averago
the same amount per acre as wheat, At 13
eents per pound, which is probably the averago
price to the farmer this scason,this makes $569,
278.95 paid out by the farmcrs of the province
for twiue for this season’™s crop.  The amount
used varies from 25 to 4 lbs., being an aver-
ago of 29 lbs. per acre, being 06 more thun
last scason.
MARKKTISG GRAIN,

The pressure of harvest work and threshing
has retarded marketing very much. A greas
majority of the coiresponidents say there is very
little marketed yet.  Threshing is very much
behind, eome correspondents claiming that
there has not been suflicient threshing done in
their township to warrant them making an vsti-
mate. Many townships report a scarcity of
threshing machiues. Dennis reports a vast
amount marketed, which is largely due to tho
fact that that county was among the first to be-
gin harvesting.

FALL PLOUGHING,

While in some townships a fair amounti of
ploughing has been done, there is on the wholo
much less than at the same time last year, for
the same reasons that the grain is not threshed
and marketed, viz., heavy crop to barvest with
a searcity of help.

STOCR.

In almost every township the cattle are in a
much better coudition than usual.  Grass has
been abundant, and water of comparatively
casy access.  ‘Lhe grass throughout the scason
seems to have contained a2 maximum of nutri.
ment ; and with the exception of {lics in some
instances being rather numerouns, the season
has been very favorable to stock-raising. Some
correspondents claim that cattle have done much
better from the fact that they have been en.
closed in fields, and not worried by herdboys
and dogs.

BEEF CATTLE.

Along the line of the M. & N. W. railway
there has been a great number of cattle sold for
beef. In other districts the number has not
been as great. In most instannes fully 75 per
ceat. of the beef cattle have been sold, and in
some cases even more. In maay districts beef
cattle are roceiving more attention than in for.
mer years. ‘

DAIRYING.

The year has been a very favorable one for
dairying; and, a8 very few complaints are made
as tu prices secured, it is fair to assume that
they have been reasonably satisfactory. Some
townships report little dairying done : but in
no instance has the season been pronounced un-
favorable.

BUILDING.

The amount of building done has varied very
much. Some divisions report a consiberable
amoun! of buildiog and a good proportion of
them substantial structures. Deanis, North
Brandon, Brandon City, Mountain, Souris, Tur-
tle Mountain, Killarney, Cypress. Maniton,
Lorne, Portage la Prairie, Lakoside, Norfoll
and Beautiful Plains report a considerable am-

ount of Luildisg.  In other parts less has been
done,

CULTIVATED AREA.

The last question in the circular sent out for
this report was: ‘‘Do you think the farmers of
your district are cultivating moro land than
they can paoperly attend to?” Abont ong



