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CROP ESTIMES.
leront the opeliing of May eîieh year, a

study of the difileic nit estiîitts of the
pîrobable yield oif the growimîg, crop of
gra1.in, and i.speciailly 10luat ou) thoecon.
tittent is une of the itiost taîîtilizing piece
<if eînipioynîient, ttat anly tuait eau enlgage
in ii:îd frequenitly it turaîs ont tu ie ciii-

iîloynent N ldclî 1ri,îgs 11o reward but
li.-Aippoirititictit. Monut the finst of AMay
to itear the clos-, of Junie is the tilne
durir.g wlaicli prophletie statisticiais are

:ioed full swing, ani a genieroui. public
seen s to allow thein unliînited latitude,
andI even inakes use of their vapory figuires
nîxitil soînietl.ingý ni ore definite is availlable,
evei. î'ien their stati.sticai îvork appears
to lie as wild an(l reasrnless guessing, as
are the weather predictiotîs of the cele-
brated Mr. Wi'igi

It is a noteworthy filet, that nearly il
the ci-op propliets ont titis continent start
ont ont the saine track ecd spring, the
diflèrence' betwean tiieir estimufates (il

guftes;es lîeigM Only iii the inoderataon oi-
extrente of eachi. Tîtus iviien the season,
starts out witli giooniy prospects, estiiiiates
a'nd guesses range in hule frein a sandstone
.frey to a coal tar black, and anything
showing a ray of bri.lhtness would be
looked upon as nonsense. Ta like manner
ien a start is malle ont the bri"hit trîek,

they range front ru<ldy brown te rose tint,
and darkîiess is untknuîovi. It ib selduna
tîtat any r-adical change iii estiniates takes
place, until the liarvester ani tlîreshing
machine begin to tell their. tale of actual
yield, and then they frequentiy % cer
around aniazingly.

T1his year tue crop estimtatC propliets
seeni to hlave ail startcdl iii witlî briglit
hopes, -%vhiech were flot itiont foundcation
six or seven weeks ago. lii neariy ail the
wheat grawing districts of this continent
tue spring opened early, anid seeding tiîne
ivas favorable Subsequent shoîvers gave
great jîrunise, anad the ci-op propitet.a
started on the dcad-rua in the direction
of a lieavy yield ail round, bot iii winter
and spring îvheat. Subsequent frosts
ci-el a large area did not semni to iii aniy
ivay abate the hîighli opes, andi net until
tie last Leut da.y., or su iras there aiy

general acknoîvledgernent tlaat frosts in
sorte districts, and drought in others,
particulnriy iii the inortliwesteirn St,%tes,

hall Illaterially da'eadtivi laighît Pros.
liect. Litter, rainin Huîs' it lanid
of proulisu aitd very little î'lse exeeît cy-
clones, lire satid te lic playilig Illivoc îith
the lîarvested crop of winiteir'Whleitt whlich
according tu foi-fiet., estitînntes NIras to Il(
ioroi than, double tliat of Ilst ye'ar in

yieid and quntity. MI'ien the crop ont
tue Pmn.itie coatst noîv gathe,.ed in, took a
tuulible iii yield aiîd quillitity of fronti
tîvcnty-five to Lliirt3' per cent., so tliat
aitogetlier the lîrilliant crop approxnuai-
tion of a fîuat igo, have lîcen dalnnae<
greatly, or- tu put it iii speculaîti. e slanig
have received ia lad bliteli eye cluring the
Past tîto îveeks, aîtd it is just possible
that before spîriîîg wlieat is readly tu eut,
aîtd tue seatsoti for bliglît is lîassed titrougli,
the otlier eye iny lie siigitly discolored.
Three îeeks ago the crop iii every spritîg
ivieat stata but mie Ww estiîttated at
100 pet- ceit. of ait itvcirage ci-op, aind
to-day there is flot onue of these suites
except wViscoi'sin i 0 wlîicl snicb an esti-
mîate clin bu safeiy risked. Kaîtss îvith
its ci-op of 3.5,000,000 to .10,000,000
bnslicis of ivinter wlieat, promîises te
altade tiiese figures very tiaterially, antd
tiaus fin- iattain it.s reputatioiî foir furnish-
iutg isapp)oiitîtîeitt whilc the Pacifie
coast ci-op estinIateui a tnlonth ligeo lit
60,000,000 busîtels lias iîow reaclied a
level of flot over 4-:3,000,000 busitels, axýd
it is very probable tîtat tItis estiîLate is
front 5,000,000 ta 10,000,000 toe Iligh.

But te contc feeurer honte, wliere tue
disappointiient, :f last year's el-op lias
lire,, ented any too htigli expectatioîis heiuîg
but I) except by tlîat %ls%, ho actif-
aliy know miuthiug (if tîtu state of crops,
and are rea<iy tu swailow îuiy aiinriîîg
eNtinitate, even bore the prospect is far-
front as briglît fus cuuld lie îislied. The
(lrouftht oftepast treweekslisn
duubt liac quifo ai baci oflect on inany
sections cf the northwest, altlîeugh there
is ne reason ta believe tlîat any serions
daînage lias as yet been <laie, and the:
rains cf the past week have uto doubt
initigated nîncli of the <lainage tlîat ivas
being done. Still there is ne hope, even
uuîder the mest favarable circunistances,
cf the yield of grain being anytlîing like
so heavy as ivas the case îvith the crop
of 1887. The early spriiîg and ivariner
weather froln titisdate forwaa'd wildoubt-
iess put ail whleat out of the i%'ay of*
danîger frein frost, hu tiat aur grain. %v iii
comae tu muarket in good d iditioû,.oncc it
dees conte. But it is fally ta prosjcct
abiout any averatro yield for a n.onthi tn
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coule, jig sholnld the season Continue dry.
tha Vild llght Pl-ove nînuel ig iHter, thanl

oui- lioleful frienlds care tg) rtalize. witlî
thé- croi) in Miîînesota ani the two Da-
kota's îîow tcltc.wle(Igecl as iikoly to fali
considerably below n averago in yield, it
does look as if the supply of liard spring
wlieait for the Voluing, year wouid be fat-
front too plentifuil, and tlîat prices for
new erop wouIll range quite al littie ahove
the giooîuy caicuilations that have been
inade of late. lndeed it serins ms if
ut stern naillers were -beginning 'to fore-
slîadow titis, ani to their forecast, WCe ilay
littribute Vie Sharp.f Ipiward tura in Prices
wvhicli set iii iast week. There is, there-
fore, scolie for congratulntion even where
there is dhsappointinuent, for if ouir crop
does uiot turin ont ai heavy as tîtat of
1887, tiiere is a probabiiity, that it will
bring better priees titan iL <1h! tîat yca.'

Seexningly even the estiîîîatcs of crops
coîuing front the Burleau of Statisties at
WVashin.ton are flot at aIl reliable in tiacir
figures, more thait those we get front
other sources, and niow that the Depart-
ment of Ag'riculture for the Province of
Manitoba lias eoninîenced the issue of
crop bulletins for titis province, it is
ple4ising te sec, that the first deals onlv
with the acrenge of ecdi crop, and doesý
flot iii ally ay go into thë proplietic
'business. By thus holding to facts and
figures whichi are obtainable and can lic
rehied ulloi, a great antount of inisuinder
st.anding and dangerous tuistakes ont tiii
part of tîtose intere.sýtecl can be prevented

FREE TRADE WITII CANADA.
ThieCo,,îîu.ercial Bulletin, of Minîîeapol i,.

a journal wlîie i nay le accepted as ani
ex1 îonent of feeling àmong the commercial
elenient of thte Twia Cities, in its is.sue- nf
June IZith, deals with the sitting of titi
Senate Coinmittee oit trame relations %% it i
Canada, in that city, and shows a <ieei<h<l
feeling- iii fiiror of frev ttrtde with thr
Doininion.

The JBzlietiia insLinced the, ciidetice --f
leading mitnufitctur-er and merchants bv-
fore the coînmittee, ail of îvhonî were ini
favor of free' conntctions5 ii tradé %viîl,
Canixi, and especially witlî *îanit.d i
and ivere of opinion, that the iu.jury t-
the Nortlîwesteî'n States front such a
change %vouI( be slighit coînpared wil 1<
tite advantages tu be gai ned therehy

The liulletin refers to the evidencv qf
'Nri C. A. Pillsbury, the ieading mnilt,
%Zo favored the repeal of -the whleat; andi
flour duties, as it wouid enlarge the 'viienf


