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r... Aitougli t total figures of stock now
Z be C om m ercial in the otwestern country show a consider.u~ orn~ ie ci 1 ahite expansion within a irief pcriod of

WINNI>E(.. JANUARY 18, 1887. tine, yct it isbut adrop ii) the bucket ns
-- to what ilnay bc expec cd in the futute.

THE WESTERN RANCHING INDUSTRY. Thre vast territory as a wholc is
ainost uîîinlutbited, aid will yct support

Volume 1, No. I. of the Alt'cdct Live illions, instead of titousantis of animais.
Stock Journal has nmade its appearance 1A country whichi gave subsistonce to tic
front Calgary. The salutatory says- immiiense boerds of cattie which a fcw

"Aibert 0en tMegain itit o years ago roanmcd nver its pi'airies and
Canada, its gr-eatecst industry is the rais- fed upon itsgrass , should bu a natural
in of!v tck, and u ith; tic largéiy in- homue for the clomestie animais. The vast

creasing growth of that industry, it i' nuinbers of buff Io which once inlîabited
tixne that it land ant advocate in the shape tic West cal, bc but diuniy surinised fronti
of ajournai devoted eîitirely to its inter- tic innumerahie paths which uine tie
ests. " Tite establishmîent of a journal prairies everywhere, at the spac of a few
devoted exchîsiveiy to the stock raising yrsnat etah h nnasi

intresa f te cstrîirachîg oiiitY, their wanderiîîgs. The -reat quantity of
would denote the rapid dcv elopilieîît bontes wlîich whiten the prairie also serve
which this industry bas mnade within tue as au index te tic numiber of tliese ani-
past few years. It is but a short timue mials whicii ateu oe tinte iîîhabited tic
sitîce ranciîing was atteiîipt( iii Alberta, counîtry. Toits upon tons of the bontes
ard a still shorter time since the country have been gatlîered up and exported,to ho
was conncc-ted with the outsidt- world by grdund up for fertilizers, and uspd for
railway conmnunication, bu. niready it is other purposes. Front one station alone
cstinîated that thiere arc 100,000 lîead of ofl the 0. P. 'Ry., it is estininted that the
cattie, 8,000 horses aîîd 25,000 siîcep in bottes of 50,000 buffale have beeti ex-
that territery. The industry has grown ported, ail gathcrcd up front the prairie
rnpidly since the conîpletion of the C. P. within a few milles of the station. Alrendy
Ry., and last scason breeding stock 'were in soute. parts of the far west, the douies.
being brouglit in iiotoffly f roin the United tic cattle have taken up an(l rencwe(l the
States and Eastcrn Carada, but also freont oh) trails lateiy desertedl by the buflidlo,
British Colunmbia. Front the latter pro. and in a fewv y. ai- tliese buffalo wvalks ail
vince about 11,000 liead of cattle ani ovrlctu counîtry wli hîave given place to
1,000 head of Iorses were iîîîported dur-- the nt-wly-bcateîi piths of thie nmoderni
ing the season of 1886. cattle.

Tite past year bas bencit oîî f special - -

nctivit.y iii the raîichiiig counîtry, and tue THE COMING NIEW ROUTE.
industry lias mnade greater strides tlmais iii Tiere seemts to ho noc douht about tue
aîîy previcus season. Slicep raîcuincv in deterîniniation cf the Grand Trunlk Rail-
Alberta is cf more recent dIate titan way to st cure ant entrance into te
catt]c-ranching, and it wvns net unil a «ý%ortiWest, ni.d share in the g-ent carry.
ycar or two ago tîtat slî ep wvore takemi ing trade to and front the illituiitable
into the toi-iitem-y. l'le country seins prairies. Already iii the states te the
ndmirably ndaptod te slieep-ranceliiîig, amîd iininediate south, cf Manitoba, .tm grain-
in a few years it is expectcd that a very carrying trade has assumned immne pr~o-
large number cf siecp wviIl ho in the portions, and durin- tue past season tue
country. Some trouble bas bccn ex- railways lrve been taxed te their utniost
perienced freon wolvcs in districts near capacity te, handle the preduets cf the
the nieuntains. A wool-growers' associ- couîntry. The Mentreal Caizette in a late
ation wns formncd at Calgary a fcw nîonthis issue publislied the sabstaimcc cf ait inter-
age. There are aIso three stock associa- view wLh, leading railway officiais, which
tiens in the territory. Heretofore the woulcl go te show tiîat a vigoreus pushi
raising cf herses has nrt; reeeived mîtucli wili bc mnade by the Grand Trunk Ce. te
attention, but the visit of Britishi arîuîy forrn the conteinpiated connir *ions during
efficers te the country last sunimer, for the eonîîng season, which, wil) bring that
the purpose cf purchasing herses te be rond into conîpetition fer the Northwest-
used in the service, will prebab]y act as a cmn trade. The route te, be usod hy the
stimulus te titis particular branch cf the Grand Trunk will be that cf the Ontario
ranching industry. and Sault Ste. Marie Railway, for which

1

a charter lias becit grmuîted. by the On-
tarie Degislature. Thtis route bas been
eiurv(-yptl anti the liste locattd over a great
portion of the distance. The Sauit Ste.
M1arie road wili cenimience at a point on
the Miidlamid brandi cf tue Grànd Trunk,
near Orillia, and skirt the 'shores cf
Georgian Bay te the Sault Ste. Marie
river. Tite leuigtlî cf this part cf the
rend wiil bc about 350 miles.

An indepotident linio is te bo, built by
New York capitalists front Duluth te
Snult Ste. Marie, te, connect with the
Granîd Tru nk at the latter place On titis
part cf the road portions oE railways
already built wili be utilized, and it is
expccted the werk will be completed dur.
in g the pi-osent year. The distance fi-ct
Duluth te the Sault is about the sanie as
the Grand Ttumîk portion yet tobe buiit,
nanîely 350 niics. The New York syndi.
cate hold a charter front the United
States Gevernament tu, buiîd a bridge
acress the Ste. Marie river, sud parties
hlîod a simiilar charter front the Canadian
Governient, in the interest cf the Grand
Trunk. In this connection it ie werthy
cf note-tliat these are tbe 6nly charters
yet granted fer the construction cf a
jbridge nt Sault Ste. Marie, nptwithstand-
ing that other roads are appreaehing, i
tiiat directiomn. Plans for the bridgehave
already been piepare.. and the nature cf
tie structure lias beeti decided upon.
jAt Dulutht titese railways would con-

nect wvitm the Northern Pacifie, snd thus
a iiew titrougli route freint the Pacifie te
tue Atlantic wvou1d be establislied, pass-
i.îg thi-ougli a portion cf the great witeat
belt cf the North, Anîiericaui continent,

and ensuriîîg an abunidant traffec in grain,
stock, mîinerais, etc. The policy cf the
Sci-thieru Pacifie, pushced with suei eiergy

cf lntc, iii building branches through the
whleat country te the north cf its tain
line, will add enorniously to tue traffic
already emjoyed, sud will undoubtediy
niake Duluth and lhe, Sault the grent
gyrain route for niany yoars.. It is aise
sure, in tue words cf eite cf tue railvay
officiais interviewod, 1'that tue construc-
tion cf a railway freont Duluth iute tite
Canadia'î Northwest is as certain as that
the sun will rise te-inerrow." Evemi
the-igli a direct lineocf railway between
Winnipeg ammd Duluth should net bo es-
tablished for a few years, connection lie-
tween the citv and tue Northern Pacific
branch new at Est Grand Forks (ýWhich
latter wiil be extended te, the
Manîitoba boundary nos? Emerson) -would


