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O F those entiiied ta rank aînong the large lum-betmcn of Ontario are the Muskoka Miii and
Lumber Ca., composed, as mast people know, of Mr. A.
H. Camopbell and bis two sans, awning large timber in-
terests in the northern sections of the province and with
the head office at Toronto. It maybe takenassigniiacantaf
the autcome of iumbering in Ontario at not a very distant
day, that this tirm bave within the past few years dis-
posed of considerabie ai their limits in this province,
and become investars in spruce lands in New Bruns-
wick. There is not necessariiy any cannectian between
their transaction in Ontario and New Brunswick, but
they have shown that thcy are able ta take a long look
ahead in pritting some ai their money into spruce lands
in the Lowcr Provinces. 1 wqs canvcrsing the cother
day with Mr. Campbell, and learned, as with others who
have studied the matter, that he sees a profitable invest-
ment in spruce. Hiis idea is ta acquire, perhaps, 500 or
60o Miles of spruce lands, and at somre distant day
aperate these. It is helieved tbat spruce can be cut
aver every ten or fifteen years, and with limits
of the size named by Mr. Campbell it wiil be readily
seen tbat these waîîld practicaiiy neyer be denuded, and
a caîitinuiors revenue ai a very profitable character would
be dcrived fram tbem. I arn not gaing ta anticipate
anyîhing that may be said in the editoriai calumns on
the question af puip wood, but it is well knowvn by lum-
bermien that this industry is assuming large propor-
tionîs in Canada, and bids fair ta aver shadow wbat bas
heretofore been considered the legitimate business of
lumberinig. -Mr. Campbell paid a visit ta the Maritime
Provinces about twô years ago, and I was enquiring as
ta bis impressions of the luinbering industry tbere.
Viewcd from the standpoint of an Ontario lumberman,
be cauid nat but think that lumbermen there were mucb
oehind in their methods. The equipment of ibeir milis
is, witb few exceptions, af the mast primitive character.
"I1 painîed aut," said Mr. Campbell, " ta one of the
largest lumbermen in New Brunswick the ioss that be
must be yearly sustaining by bis mcthod of sawing lum-
ber, giving rise ta sa great waste. The rcply was of the
mast easy-going nature. Mmney was being made at the
milis and aur friend did nat see any occasion ta change.
And sa it is in every department of business. Thev are
splendid people dawn there, but coaservative, and lack-
ing the go-ah> ad-ativeness that we are inclined ta think
belongs ta the people of the west."

It is at this season of tbe year that saine of the great-
est risks are taken on by those engaged in the activities
af lumbering. Dangers and privations, thaugh mucb
less ta-day tban years aga, have to be endured by the
shantymen who spend their Winters in the woods. Life
there, however, is lame compared with what it is wben
the drives commence. Rafting is ane ofîthe cxciting
experiences of lumbering. How aid raftsmen can dilate
on the advcntures of the river drives, as they have made
their way thraiîgb these waters in ail sorts of ways and
under, at tîmes, Most cxciting conditions. One manient
saiiing aiong placidly and again pianging through a dam
and aver an apron int the pool beneatb. Then again
logs are strandcd, a jam is formed, and the cnergy and
ingenuity of the drivers are fuiiy îaxed. " Il depends a
gaod deal," said Mr. Gardon, of McArthur Bras., who
was giviag the writer same ai bis experiences a few days
ago, "where the rafts are making for. 1 can iemetmber
rafting twenty-five- or tbirty years ago. It was some-
thing different then ta what il is 110w witb the pragrcss
that bas been made in this uine of business, as in every
other. Then, it is anc thing ta raft iogs acrass tbe
Georgian Bay, and it is samething quite different ta
take a raft of iogs down the St. Lawrence. i
can tell yau excitement runs high at times, when the
rafts are running the rapids of tbis great Canadian river.

We speak of business rmen being keen-witted, but ail the
keenness, and ail the wit, that the cleverest can sumnmon
Up is required wlien this work is engaged in. Lasses of
lufe ton often occur, but the risks seem inevitable to, the
work. Fancy yourseif strapped to the rafts, as the
men have to be wben going through certain portions of
the rapids. The ordinitry travelier knows what it is ta
run the St. Lawrence rapids in one of aur lake steamers,
and what danger is undertaken, of the excitement that
occurs, when the steamier, may, perchance, strike the
rocks." 1 had gone down the St. Lawrence on the
Corinthian a few years ago when that vessel met with a
rnishap as she was running the Lachine rapids. There
was great excitemnent on board, but from wvhat Mr.
Gordon bas just stated, one can readily understand that
that was cbiid's play along side of the exciternent and risk
autending these raftsmen, wben their improvised vessel
of iogs sbould chance to strike the iocks of the St. Law-
rence. As one has said :" The dexterity and agiiity of
drivers are astonishing. Upon lags of ail sizes, bobbing,
floating and roiling, they walk, stand and ride. The
bucking broncho is a racking-horse compared to these
sawlogs with their treacherous antics. Tests of skili are
at time3 attempted between expert drivers by twva of
tbern getting upon one log and turning it rapidiy by
turns, as a squirrel turns the wheel in bis cage, wvhen
one contestant wiil attempt ta check it and ths throw
the other driver inta the water. Chili and frequent are
the batbs these men daily receive, often spending the
entire day in the water that is fresh from a snowbank."

The address delivered recentiy by Hon. J. K. Ward,
of Montreal, and which the LuMiBERMýAN is pubiishing
in full this month, is very suggestive of the changes that
have taken place in the past few decades in ntethods of
iumbering. Mr. Ward is able ta speak as one who
knows ail about it, for fifty years aga be commenced at
the iowest rung of the ladder and bas witb intelligent
interest, a nd much persanai success, watcbed the pro-
g ress of this great industry from that tinte forward. This
matter was further brought linder my notice as 1 talked
a few days ago witb Mr. McBurney, of McBurney & Lay-
cock, operating a mil] at Caliender, Ont., and cutting this
season for Robert Thomson & Co., for the British market.
Mr. McBurnev a number of yeaî s ago carried on a saw iiil
business at Simcoe, wbicb is stili bis borne. There is no
langer, however, any opportunity ta engage in lumber-
ing in Sirncoe, for the forests there-abouts bave long since
been depietedof tbeir timbers. M r. McBurney remarked ta
me, that witm a i easonabie comipetence in hand, it might
bave been the wisest tbing for bim ta bave left luinber-
ing alone, and enjoyed the evening of bis days in bis old
horne. But he is a man of too great energy to wvitb-
draw for any length of time from the activities of busi-
ness, and Sa be keeps at it, sometîmes in one directionî
and again in another. 1 arn nat going ta play the
preacher at tbis point in my taik, but the fact that the
timbers in the district of Simcae are depleted, and that
this pliace is anly one of scares of others, points tbe oid,
but ever necessary lesson of the need of taking greater
care of the forest resources af the Dominian. Mr Mc-
Bur ney iumbered a gaad part of the winter with Mr.
Laycock, who by the way is a well-known Buffalo
lumnberman, in the vicinity of nartbern Michigan and
Wiscansin, where they were cutting timber for the Fiatt
Bras., of Hamilton. Mi. McBurney tbinks that this
firm will rank among the largest shippers this seasan af
lumber for the British markets. As with the lumber got
out by McArthur Bras., Sharpless Bios., and others, it
is forwarded ta Quebec, and from there exported ta
Great Britain. 1 was interested in what Mr. McBurney
had ta tell of the cbanged conditions of lumbering in
northern Michigan and Wisconsin. Lumbermen no
langer plant their mMis in the territory in which the
lumber is cut, but bring the lags a distance of from 300
ta 500 miles ta milîs iocated in other parts of the country.
This change bas corne about, tbrough the enterprise of
the railroads in shaping their equipment and rates ta
meet this particular line 0f trade. It is a sight worth
seeing, said Mr. McBurney, ta watch the immense car
loads of lags that go otut from that district daiiy, ta be
sawn at some of tire great milis of the cauntry bundreds
of miles away. 1 questioned whcthcr thjs was a paying
method of iumbering, and was informned that iiii Men

could bring the logs even 500 miles, iay tbem dowfl at
their miii doar, and the cost wouid be less than that of
operating milîs in the lacality wbere the lags were cul»
This experience is just another instance of the 'large
place that steam occupies in the business ecOfl
amy af the present day. Mr. Meaney,. Toronto
manager of Robert Thomson & Ca., was witb ilsat
the time of conversation and remarked, that at anc tÎiifl
bis firm endeavared ta make an arrangement witb tle
Grand Trunk Railwayto carry logs froin the northern Itin-
ber districts ta Hamnilton, where tbey wouid have been
wiiling ta have establisbcd a large saw miii and Wood-
working business. BLît nathing satisfactory couid be ar'
rived at with the Grandi Trunk.

One of the haid probiems in the Canadian lutrber
business is that of securing anything like uniformitY o
prices. This matter came under my notice e
few days agi) by the remark of a country lI
man, that he was unabie ta interpret the LtiMBEF
MAN'S quotations for haidwoods in tbe iight of bis el
perience in endeavoring ta seli certain classes of Wood'
.n tbe Toronto market. He had been unable ta secui"
Nithin two or tbree dollars of the quoted price in To-
ronto for certain woods. This is ta be remembered
tbat the prices quoted on the fourth page of the WEEKLY
LUMBERAIAN are those at whicb wholesaicrs are seliio9
their lumber in Torouta. This lumber isbouh
from the mrilîs of the province at a cast for frcigbt aad
handling. On top of this must be added tbe whaiesalers
profit. 1 do not know that a miii man could expect ta
secure that price, should he came ta a dealer in Torofll
ta and offer the output of bis miii. He is in the positiwn
of the manufacturer of woollen goods wbo cames ta h
wbolesaier and offers t-j seil him gaods at certain prices»
The wboiesaler makes bis purchase. When be caiTies
ta seil ta the retailer, bis profit must necessariiy be added
ta the cast. This will accaunt in part, at ieast, for thie
apparent discrepancy in pi ices, ta which my friend the n1
man referred. A broader interprctation, bowever, ns
be piaced an ail current price lists of lumber. ThIy
must be read aiangsidc of the comments on tbe Market
conditions that find a place every week in ail luttiber
journais, and that prove a ieading feature of the WFeEKL
LUMBERMAN. The situation in certain uines will change
sometimes for the week. A few weeks aga, mnapiC,
which bad been demnanding a certain price, becanle
slow, and at that time couid have been bougbt a little
less than the current Market quotations, and yet it wouîd
not have been fair ta say that the current market quIte'
tions were out. Witbin a month after this date, btlild
ing aperaf ions bad become more active in certain l«tge
centers, and maple was goîng ino consumption nore
iargeiy and the price again stiffenied. This alsa is ta
be reirembered, and it suggests another trouble the traldC
bas ta contend against, that asb, or elm, or bassWvood,
may be quoted miii run at a certain price*
But Mill run wvili differ widely in certain riis
I miay go ta a miii man and get bis figures for bas5I0d
miii run. I examine bis stock and find that it rail5 les5

ta îsts and 2nds than the sjtock of bis neighbor. Ori
may be that a larger percentage of the stock of oue
man wiii be off in color as compared witb tbat o
another. Sa it is tbrougb every ciass of wood. 't I '
impassible ta draw these distinctions in prices '1
printed price list. They must aiways be flexible eOg
ta permit of changes in the local conditions and siua
lion. I taiked this matter aver only a week ago wtil
lumberman wbose aperations run into large figurs' u

wbo can talk from tbe standpoint of a miii man, as 'wl
as a whoiesaler. "&What we have ta contend agsiOSt

bere," said he, " is the imperfect character of inspectionl
We ail go paddling aur awn canae; fix aur awn tid
ard of what constitutes certain grades, and as long a5

we can dispose of the stuif in th is wav we are satisfied'
seemingiy fargetting tbat the mast successfui bus'InCS
can always be dane when the trade are sometbiflg nearY
of a unit in methads of bandling their business> 1
ta repeat, let current luinher prîces of the WEIC
LUMBERMAN be read alangsidc wîth the commnents on
the week's trade and the remarks and quotatiol 5 that
are given in Stocks and Prices column, and bow close Ye
ta the Mark the editor shapes tbese things wiii at -n
be seen.


