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IMPORTANT BUSINESS NOTICE.

Fersons indclted Lothe Propriclors of thisJournal are requested ta remember thal
all our past ducaccounts have been placed v the hands of Mesars, Putton & Ardagh,
Atlorneys, Burrie, for collection ; and (hat only @ prompt remilance Lo them will
tave costs.

Lers with greal reluctance thal the Proprictors have adopted this cours:, but they
Fare wen compelled W dr so 31 order (o enalle them o tucet thewr current expenscs
soluch are very heavy.

Now that the ussfulness of the Joxrnal is so gererally admetled. y oauld not be un-
reasonuble L0 expect thut the Profesnon and Officers of the Ururts won'd accord U &
Liberal support, snstead of allowsnyg thesmselres to be sued for ther subscriptions.

&he Fpper Ganadn Taly Journal,

AUGUST, 1862.

THE COURT OF IMPEACHMENT AND THE COUNTY
JUDGE OF ELGIN.

Duriag the last month, the public and profession were
startled by the strange and solemu proceedings incident to
the impeachment of a Judge of are of our County Courts,
before the Court of Impeachment for Upper Canada,
composed of the three heads of the Sapreme Courts in this
Province. The novelty of the procecding, the solemn
character of the tribunal, and the reputation of the Judge
who has been called upon to play so sad and so prominent
a part in the impeachment, require from our hands some-
thing more than a passing comment.

By the Act 20 Vie. eap. 58 (Con. Stats. U. C. cap. 14),
there was established in Upper Canada a Court of Impeach-
zaent, for the trial of charges preferred against Judges of
County Courts, having all the incidents, powers and privi-
leges of a Superior Court of Record. The Judges of this
Court are, the Chief Justice of Upper Canada, the Chan-
cellor of Upper Canada, snd the Chief Justice of the
Common Pleas; and in case of the illness or absence of
any of said Judges, the senior Puisne Judge of the Supe-
rior Courts of Common Law may act in his placs.

The jurisdiciion of the Court is only to be invoked in
case the Governor-Gieneral finds any complaint for inability
or mishehaviour in office agaiust any Judge of any County
Court, sufficiently sustained, and of sufficient moment to
demand judicial investigation by the Court of Impeach-
ment; in which case ho shall direct such complaint, and

proved ; and if it has, the vature of the inmability, and
whether the same is, in the opivion of the Court, of such
a chamcter as to render it expedient to rewove the Judge.
If the complaint be for mishebaviour in office, the Court is
to determine whether the Judge is guilty or not guilty ;
and if not guilty, whether the conduct of the Judge is
censurable or unbecoming. The Court may also award
reasonable costs to cither party, according to the nature of
the adjudication, viz.: if the complaint be adjudged false
or vesatious, the judge shall be cntitled to his costs of
defence; if the conduct of the Judge complained agrinst
(whether ke be found guilty or not guilty) he adjudged
censurable and unbecoming, the cowplainant shall be
catitled to his costs of prosccution.

The object of the measare appears te be to place the
County Judges in o better position of independence than
they had previously occupied, and to relieve the Crown of
what is in effect 2 crimtinal trial of a branch of the judiciary,
and which might in some cases be influonced by political
feeling. In carrying out this cbject, the Legislature hos
established a Court of criminal jurisdiction to some extent
similar in purpose and effoct to the High Court of Im-
peachment in Parizment.

In England an impeachment is in the nature of a crimi-
nal proceeding, and is described (4 Bl Com. 259) as a
preseatment by the Hoase of Commons, the most solemn
grand inquest of the whole kingdom, to the Mouse of
Lords, the most high and supreme court of criminal juris-
diction in the kingdom. The articles of impeachment are
a kind of bill of indictment fennd by the Commons and
tried by the Lords, who are in cases of misdemeanor con-
sidered not only as their own peers, but the peers of the
whole nation.

The mode of proceeding, as Jaid dow: by Mr. May, in
his Parliamentary Practice, is as follows: A member of
the House of Commons, in his place, first charges the
accused of high treason, or of certain high crimes and
misdemeanors; and after supporting his charge with proofs,
moves that be be impeached. If the Bouse deem the
grounds of aceusation sufficient, and agree to the wotion,
the member is ordered to go to the Lords,and ¢ at their bar,
in the name of the House of Commons and of all the Com-



