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had been forced by emulation into exeess of exercise without causes of their early removal. Under a better system, even if the
due intervals of respite and with habitual deficiency of sleep. work of the master were prenaturely stopped, the pupil would sti r
Of the importance of the latter point I have spoken in a pre- earry away a capacity for self education and a poasiility of deriving
ceding chapter.-Sir H. .Holland. pleasure from the attempt.-B. B. Carter.

The pupil whose intellect has been aroused cainot help stri The system of cramming iâ a scheme for naking temporary
to understand, partially at least, what he hears or learns, and can- acqusitions regardlese of the endurane9 of then. Ex3itable braims
not festen his attention upon sounds that are rnintelligibe to him. that cean command a very great concentration of force upon a sub-
The pupil whose intellect bas slumbered while his senses bave been ject, will be proportionably impressed for the time beimg. By
active rememibers sounds with facility and is content to attach n drawing upon the strength of the future we are able to fix tempor-
meaning to the. He substitutes thie appearance of knowledge fo arily a great variety of impressions durwig the exaltation of cerebi ab
the reality-the Hign for tie thing aigniel-words for idea p pw°* that the excitement gives. The occasion past, the brain>
answe for information. Hic verbal knowledge is often s ara must lie idle for a corresponding length of time while a large-
as to pe nomath ioln his uspiciono th e utte ental arn-e portion of the excited impressions wilh gradually perish away.a t vel. te a hts t suspiion ofehe k a tal darknee This system is extremely unfavorabe te permanent acquisitions ;that it veile. At a scoleamnto o sakd sy oe>aeae for Umee t1w force of the, braie should be carefuily htu.banded axsd,
the properties of iron ; and ho bas malleability, fusibility, ductility, tee te frce o E r shod e care husaned and,
and so forth at his fingers' ends. Some one possibly, doubtful Of temperately drawn upon. Every period of undne excitement and-
the depth of his attainments, may ask what he meane by a "po feverialucoeptibility is a time of great wste for the plastie energy
perty, but the reply that it is a quality will seldom fail to satisfy of the mmd on the whole.-Bin.-Masschwets Teaoher.
the querist. Few would suspect what is certainly often the caseA

ameély, that noue of these words represent or have ever represented 2 THE TEACHER'S PREPARATION FOR CONDUCTIN
any glimmering of knowledge, any sort of intellectual idea. 'he RECITATIONS.
children who repeat them often not only do not understand or wish Wby sihould the teacber make special preparation for conduetiog eaeli
to understand them, but positively do not know that they ean be recitation t What should sech special preparation ineludei Why should
understood ; remembering and imitating what they have heard just it include the method of conducting the recitation ?- Why should the te-
as a little savage would the cry of a wild animal or the call o a bird eker's kiowledge go beyond the text.book used by his elass ? To what extent
to its mate. should the teaeher use a text-book in bearing a lessou ? What direcLi>îc

The effect produced upon the pupils by this sensational learning cn yon gire respecting the assigning of lessous t-Quetions on the Theory
may be briefly regarded in a twofold manner. In the first place a Peretie of Teachtig.
the period of school life is wasted partially or wholly according to The recitation e largely tihe mensure to te teaeher'sa succees.
the degree of the evil. In the second the mind is absolutely weak- Skill here inures snecess m every direction, while a failure here is-
ened. The sensorium which might be left to nature i called into a failure throughout. Prompt, thorough and inspiriting reeitations
activity ; and the intellect which should be cultivated by art is left create in the pupil a love for study, secure vigorous application, and
dormant. The child is trained towards the mental state suited te promote good order. If, on the contrary, the test te which they
savageism, instead of that required by civilization ; and in a greater pupil is subjected in the recitation, be haphazard, superficial, and
or less degree the kind of mental weaknes observed in the avage lifeles, bis preparation will be quite sure te have the same character-
in the result. It would be difficult te devise a process which should istic". lu other words, the study of the pupil, both ia extent and
predispose more powerfully than this te mental alienation under thorougimess, will net rise, as a general rule, above the require-
the trials of life ; and I believe that the prevalence and the increase ments of the recitation. It is, therefore, of the highest importance,
of ineanity are due in great measure te the faultiness of common that the teaeher ceme bef ore his classes prepared te do his work
methoda of instruction. skilfully; and this preparation muet extend to every recitation and

ct production of sensationa te every exercis. The teacher's preparatie must be as wide as hisThe cause ciefly cncerned in t econition by shooa duties. He can net afford te fail anywhere,. and without carefultearning i perape tie absolute non-recognition by achoofasters preparation be in, ahnost sure te fail somewhere.of tise frequency or even tise possaibility, te say nothing cf tise Thse teacher's preparation for tise dutiee ot tise reeitalion %beuld,undesirableness, of this distinct form of mental activity. Physi- incde p:
ology has net long revealed the fact, and the fact bas never been 1. A fSmiliar acquaintante with the ject matter cf the tesson,
brought under their attention. In ignorance of it they take the H. shold bave tie whole subject h sc jind, net in dim and
ohildren of the poor and stimulate their sense-perceptions, heedless shadowy ou-lie, but in bod relief, iti every em entiel tact and.
of the faculties that lie dormant beneath. Or they take the chil- principle cler bnd distinct. Bis knowdge f thie subjeet hi teaches
dren of the better classes in whom favorable domestic circeuistances inust pe cysteaatie, fres, ready-at anld. [n tie presub e e cf hie
have produced sore degree of intellectual life, and this they crusi clase, ho lias ne oppertunity te re cet h . I t-forgoiten renite ofh
under an excesa of taks. The lessons are to, 1e, or too difficult, past atudy, or to puorsue mte rew ide or ea l- inquiry e see
or too numerous-the growing mind gives up indespair, and dele- whetser io be substance or shadow. Every power n energy of hie
gates its work te the sensorium. The pupil, in perpetual disgrace med are required te oreh hroEg the p eind e of hi@ pupils-; te
s long as his learning was retarded by efforts te conprehend, test tie reuited their srdy; te aroe e dormant fcisty hre auo
reaches the head of hi& class as soon as ho surrenders himself te the te nergize a feeble power there ; oad se te order tie eitire werk et
guidance of sound. The master rejoices over a pattern boy pro- toe recitation thet tise prpil's know dge ay be carifedr bis u -
duced from a dnace ; the physiologist would mourn over a possible pressiont deaponed, a d bis view oe tie mbect as r wihole made
philosopher extinguished at scisool. more distinct and permanent. All this requires s ecal previeusThe remaedy, theoretically a eaking, muet be soughst in a distinct preparation-a preparation wider than the particlar text-booksrecognition of the fact that tese purposive excitation of the higher used by the class, a mastery, indeed, of the subject in its entirety.faenities of the mind should be the first step in education, as it 2. But the teacher must also be familiar with the prtiâoker iext-forma the only foundation upon which an enduring superstructure book studied by his p.upia, otherwise ie will net be able to testcan be laid. When this first step lias been made at home the duty thorough their study-a matter of vital importane. Few of theof the schoolmaster is easy : it being chiefly necessary te arrange text-booka used in our schools are designed te be exhaustive. Theythat thé le.aons should stimulate but net outstrip or baffe the con- present only an outline of the several subjects of which they treat,prehensioO. When the first stop bas been wholly neglected, as is with such details as, in the judgment of the author, are most im-too often the case with children attending elementary schools, the portant. This outline and these details, few or rnany, constituteduty of the master is very difficult, requiring that he should exer- the bais of the pupil's preparation. ilearly, before the teachercise hie pupia in the rudiments of thinking, comparing, judging,- can test efficiently the pupil's mastery of the subject as thsv un-that lie should use lessons as instruments for piercmng through their folded, he muet himself be as familiar with the author's treatmentsense-perceptions go as to reach minds already rendered sluggish by of it as he desires the pupil to be. He must net ouly know whatneglect. Practically thiss resulit is obtained at present in some of facts are presented, but the order in which they are presented.the best elementary schools, (seldom or never, I fear, through a Such an acquaintance with the text-book wilL, enable the teacher toclear knowledge of what to atrive for,) but by reason of the anima- select and arrange hic questions or topics se as te cover completelytion snd liveliness of the master, or of hic quick and ready sympa- the lesson assigned, and te detect any remisenese in study or failurethy vith the children, intfiively prompting him to the use of of comprehension on the part of the pupil. All this should be douewords which appeal te their intelligence. Where this is the case without a slavish use of the teit-book. In conducting recitationswe commonly see that the parents appreciate the improvenent of in reading and spelling, the teacher nay be obliged te use the book.their children, and are induced te make self-denying efforts te keep The use of the book may also be justifiable in assigning probleme inthem longer at school. In inferior schools, where sensational mental and written arithmetic. There are, however, few practicesteachM prevails, I suspect net only that the children do not common among teachers more pernicious that the use of printedrecive the smallest benefit, but that their parents and themselvea questions in catechising classes. It reduces the teacher te a sort offel that they do net ; and that this is at least one amuàong the machine, places an obstruction at every outlet of the soul, rwpressoa
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