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A KIND AND INVALUABLE FRIEND.

To accomplish such a grand objeet as
rallway communication through British ter
ritory to the Pacific Coast, I decided to
devote my time, and as in those days there
were no rich railway corporations nor gov
ernments to apply to for financial assist-
ance to help me to ecarry out my proposed
explorations through the rugged and formid
ihle western ranges of mountaing that form
the topographical feature of British Col
umbia, 1 sold all my timber limits and what
other little property I had to raise money,
and early in the year 1858 I left Toronto
for New York, and thence, visiting Brazil,
Patagonin, Chile, COalifornia, Astoria on the
Columbia River and Puget Sound, I finally

reached Vietoria late in the year 1858,

I might meet Captain Palliser
and learn from him the result
of his explorations, but on my arrival Gov-
ernor Douglas informed me taat Captain
Palliser's party would not reach Viectoria
until the following Autumn, and I was un-
able to get the information I wus so desir-
ous to obtain. I left Vietoria after a few
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As there was a small stern-wheel steam
er, named The Enterprise, owned and eom
manded by n most 1 and kind-hearted
\merican— Captain Wright—going up
the Fraser to Fort I proceeded up the
river in her, terprise w the pio
neer steamer to » the Fraser River
to Fort Yale \ble old pioncers of
the Fraser River e ienced much kind
ness from Captain Wright when they
without means and starving, for he not
zave them free passages, but also fed
when on his st ¥ the same
time had such a pleasant he made
them feel that they were not under obliga
tions to him, but that they were nferring
1+ favor on him by travelling in his steamer.
Captain Wrishit wns a most amusing char
weter, and would keep the passengers in
roars of laughter by spinning yarns and
telling amusing anecdotes

At the mouth of the Harrison River, to-
gether with several p left the steam
er. As rain, intermixed with snow, was fall
ing in torrents, we pulled the goods the
steamer had left on the bank of the river
into a near-by large Indian house, called in
those days

‘‘A RANCHEREE,"'
and we also found shelter in but the
smoke and stench in it were v disagree
uble.




