VICTIM OF THE IROQUOIS 19

was decided to convoke an assembly to discuss the
situation at Tionontoguen, the largest of the Mohawk
villages, ten or twelve miles away. There the pro-
moters of peace and leniency had the upperhand; it
was decided that Father Jogues and de la Lande
Their fate is should be set at liberty. This d.eci-
sion was a setback to the designs
of their enemies who were intent on
their destruction and who would not be easily done
out of their prey. Fearing that the assembly would
take the means to protect the prisoners, the blood-
thirsty wretches of the Bear clan determined to take
the affair into their own hands and commit the crime
secretly. Before the delegates had time to return
to Andagaron, a couple of savages invited Father
Jogues to sup with them in their cabin. The holy
man saw in this only a mark of friendship, and he
readily accepted the invitation. He had hardly
crossed the threshold when a blow from a tomahawk,
which one of the cowardly savages had hidden under
his blanket, felled him to the gound. His skull was
split open; his sacrifice was at last accomplished.
This crime took place on the evening of October
18, 1646.

Lack of details prevent us from following the
movements of John de la Lande during the few hours
subsequent to the assassination of Father Jogues,
or of sounding the sentiments which must have
animated his soul throughout the long night that
followed. Alone with his fiendish enemies and com-
pletely at their mercy, he evidently expected the same
fate as his holy companion, and he prepared himself
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