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fo offcn by puMic aiui private Opinions of

Pcrlons btl^ able to iud';c of its Merits.

After this V^iew of the State of the Illaiul

under the Cjovernment of Statute loth and

ilth William III, the Committee will give

very little Credit to the CJentleinen who de-

fcribe thofe Times in fuch Terms of Applaufe.
** Confidence and Ilaimony" (fays One of

them) ** fubliftcd between all I^tfcriptions of

((

People, and Courts were held with Dij;nity

and hatl good Efle6t, from the b^xample o(
** the JndL;cs, to prevent Animofities and Oif-
** putes." Such Mr. Ougier reprefents to have

been the old Syilem of Newfoundland.

It appears from thefe Extrads, that there

lias always been a Set of Men who liave inva-

riably fet thcmfelves againft every Attempt to

introduce Order and judice into tliat Illand;

that thefe Men have looked upon Newfound-
land as their cwn Property, to be enjoyed,

cxclnfively of all the Rell of His Majefty's

Snbjcrtsj and that every Thing they have

urged at different Times lias been to fecure

thefe private Intcrells of their own, indepen-

dent of any Competition from otiier Traders,

and of any Infpcction from Governnient and
its Ofiiccr;;.

For attaining this End, tliey have refortcd

to popular Topics fuch as *' No Refidcnts"

—

•* A free FiiTiery carried on from Great Bri-
" tain," Sec. but in their Practice it has been
found, that they were the Firft Encouragers
of Relidency and Population in carrviiip; overer
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