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258 IMPORTANCE OF THE

few at a time ; and, when these were destroyed,

a few more ; and so on, io the end of the war,

which, as might have been expecte<l, brought

with it the loss of our \;duable colonies, and

our humiliation and disarrace before this other-

wise contoniptiblo em my.

And what but the same spirit of infatuation

could have so long delayed sending a military

force to Canada, after the declaration of the

present war against ns by the United States ?

What but the same letharcv, and blind insensi-

bility to danger, which occasjioned the loss ofour

colonies at that time, could have so long with-

held the triflingand inadequate supply of troops

which havf been hitherto sent to these provinces ?

Indeed, it is notorious that our government, in

sending out these small supplies, have allowed

our enemy full time to prepare for their recep-

tion, and in every respect appear determined

to carry on this war a la North and Gage.

The danger of the Canadas consists chiefly

in their small population being disposed along

an in.mense extent of the frontier of a populous

hostile country.—Their safety consists, in the

first place, in the combined circumstances of the

river St. Laurence, and the strong garrison of


