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Similkniuoon. CliiliiUwi^yiik, iiiid hdiiio iinimjiortaiit. Itrooks wliicli ciiiply tliomsolvort

into Soiiiialiinuo Hiiy. On (lio oiustorn liicu, tliu liilmtiirios ol' (lio

Coliimhiu urc (»f nioro iinporUvni'o. Tho first of tlioHo wliich is

oncoiintorod urUM-croswlnj^ I ho t-hain, is (lui SdiiHi Siniilkamocn, wliicli

orij^inaU's in tliiTo small lakes \'vt\ Ity tho molting of the snow on liic

llozanion Mountains, at u lu'iylil of noarly i),{HH) tout al)ovc tiii^ sua lovol,

and HowH in an oaslorly and northoastoi-jy direction for forty-two niiios,

when it joins tlu^ Tulanifon, a stream of al)oiit tiio samo sizo, wiiicii

rJHOs ill latitude M°, a little to tlm oastwani of i<\)rt ll(t|)e. Tiio

united waters of theso two streams torin the main Similkameoii, wiiieh

tiiicuH a soiithcastorly diroetion, recoiviii^ ont^ j>rinei]»al atlhiont, tiie

Ashtnoulou, in its passage, and Joins tho Okanagan, after a eourso of

uhout sixty-two miles, at a point aliout throo miles south of the lower
okaniwan. end of Osoyoos hako. Tho Okanagan is one of the most eonsidi^-ablo

of tho norlhorn trihutaries of the Columliia. It rises in latitude 50°

25', and flows through several long and comparatively narrow

lakes, the largest of which is ahout sixty-nine miles in length. At tho

crossing of the HMh jiarallel the waters of Osoyoos Ijake are 757 foot*

above tho Hoa level. This is the lowest ground found in tho basin of

the Columbia within British territory.

KettlcRiycr To the eastward of the Okanagan three great tributaries discharge

into the main stream of the Columbia on or lu^ar to the boinidary-

lino, one of them coming from tho woat, the other two i'vora tlie cast.

The first of tliese is the Newhoialpitku or Kettle Hiver, which rises

in latitude 4!l° 4t)', near the Okanagan, i nd has a total length of one

hundreil and five miles. For a considerable distaiue it follows a very

tortuous course, crossing tho boundary -lino three times; but for tho

last twenty miles it flows nearly duo south, and joins the Columliia

l'c'j'lI>""roillo about two inilos above Fort Colville. The two streams coming from the

eastward are the Pond D'Oreille or Flathead liiver or Clark's Fork of

tho Columbia, ofwhich the mouth is nearly opjjosito to Fort Shepherd and

close to the boundary-lino; the other is tho Kootanio orFlatbow River,

which falls into the Columbia about twenty-three miles further north.

The courses of these two rivoi's form irregular serpentine curves, the

longer portions being generally parallel in direction to the main chain

of the lioeky Mountains, while, in the shorter ones, tho passage through

the numerous |tarallol ridges is generally ctl'cctod by a continued suc-

cession of small falls and rapids. That portion of tho boundary-lino

which lies between the Columbia at Fort Shepherd and tho western

crossing of tho Kootanio River, a ilistance of about fifty miles, is the

most inaccessible part of tho whole. There is no practicable route
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*880 feet by more recent burometrio observation.''.


