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no new ideals; it contents iteslf witb its past
record, and with criticism upon the petty
quarrels of the Immigration Department,
witb consideration of the details of Arctic
outfits, the supplies of navigation of the
Marine Department within the Polar cir-
cdes, and like niatters. Its best work, wbich
is perla.ps flot to be despised, is ln pro-
bing the misinanagement wbich seems tO
attach to details of publie administration;
wbicb mismanagenient unhappiiy ls too
common in ail governments of ail countrieS.
It Is no wonder that under such conditions
the party leader here, the member for Belle-
ville, lays down bis baton and retires froni
the front rank, or that the member for
Ricbimond finds it necessary to forai a new
party for hiniself.

Yet there is work for a great party in
opposition.

There are changes imminent. I appre-
ciate-we must ail apprecate--the tbought-
fui words ln whlcb the member for MNille
Isle, introducing the resolution upon wblcb
this debate is founded, If you wlll, referred
to the progress of socialistie ideas, and it Is
easy to see that here ls a force which is
to be counted with ln moulding, ln re-model-
ing our Institutions. The old order changeth.
Sympatby, a conservative sympatby, if you
wlll, witb any great movement which has
its foundation in the beart of man, and
wçhicb seeks to better the condition of life
of the toiler, is wiser aud safer than to
sterniy damn such a movement and to seek
arbitrarily to arrest Its advance. It may or
may flot be based upon a false philosophy,
but Its humanitarianIism, its suggestlveness
of comfort and ease, is commendlng it to
men ln ail nations and I may say ln al
creeds. At the moment It seems to threaten
the destruction of the cernent which blnds
together the whole fabrlc of civii soclety:
but wlse counsels and good management
may turu its forces along practical and ben-
eficlai lunes.

In addition to this general movement of
the mass of mankind Into whicb we may be
swept, there 1s proceeding ln this country
to-day another movement natural and pe-
culiar to our.speclal conditions, a movement
which is rapldly leading us towards absolute
national Independence. The declarationi
which is often made that Canada Is a nai-
tion is as yet but a prediction, a prophecy;
but it is one whose day of fulfilment seems
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to be near at baud. It wlll involve, when it
cornes, changed relations with oui mother
country, and wlth our near neighbours,
also our kinsmen, on this American conti-
nent. The tinies seem, therefore, to demand
of us Institutions ln thorough harmony with
the spirit of the age, a spirit whicb bas littie
regard for governments that are flot repre-
sentative for permanent legisiatures, or for
privlleges which exist under the preteuse
tbat they are of divine rigbt.

With sometbing of this feeling lu my own
mInd, hon. gentlemen, I candidly confess that
I favour the reconstitution of this Senate-
If It be continued at ali-upon some plan
which will give the people of this Dominion
tborou.-h control over it; wbich wiil adapt
it to the performance of the fuilest measure
of its worl. as a governlng body in the
state, by nking it directly and ainply res-
ponsibie to the people, by wbom it ought to
be cbosen; and I bave no besitation ln say-
ing that when, to give effec 't to sucb a ref orni,
the seat wbîchi I have the honour to hoid Is
needed, I wili as readiiy and as cbeerfully
give It to the people of Canada us I wili go
to my home upon the prorogation of the pre-
sent session of parliament. I base my poli-
tical creed upon the belief that the govern-
ment of an Intelligent people shouid be by
tbe people, aud that the moment an insti-
tution cesses to respond to their needs or
to carry out their wlsbes as expresseid
tbrough their representatives, the time bas
arrived when It should be recast or remo-
deiled. But I can see also that no method
of choice of auy legisiative body. can avail
unless it Is upheld by the intelligence, the
vigilance, the conscience, of the individuai
voter.

Hon. Mr. SULLIVAN-Witb tbe thermo-
meter at the bigh degree at wbich it 19
at preseut I do not propose to occupy
your time at muchl engtb. I bave ap-
proacbed this subject in a truly non-poli-
tical spirit. W'bat the motives were whicb
actuated the accompllshed a.nd learned
gentleman in moving thîs resolution,
1 do flot know. That they were of a na-
ture to elicît from the Senate itself an
opinion as to its relations and what it
thought of itself was a very bright idea, but
I tbinic that as the great Scotch poet says
we ouglit to '.see ourselves as Ithers see us.'
This debate was Intended to show us as we
see ourseives, and I confess 1 found a cou-


