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"The Government simply proposed while
" the road was being constructed to utilize a
'' large portion of the water communication
"available for the passage of boats ; as for li-
" stance where the road touched, as it would
" accoriing to the survey now nearly coim-

plet d, the north-east angle of Lac des Mille
Lacs, they would have continueid navigation
with soine portages doibtless, to the north-
west end <-f the Lake of the Woods an un-

" til the lne was finished between the Lac (les
M Mille Lacs and the west side of Winnipcg

"River, they could use this navigation as long
" as it was required. If they founi it inpos-
" sible froin the circumstances of the country to
" continue the buildiig of the road betw en
" these two points for some years to cone, they
"would have some 64 miles of railway fi oim
" Lake Superior tothe northî-east corner of the
" Lac des Mille Lacs. siilar communication
c beiig opened between Reil River and Rat
Portage fron the western extremnity, so that

" they wouhii be enablei to bring the two endh s
of the Province withsin comiparatively short
distances of each other. He did iot ex-

" peet that it wonli be possible for the Goverii-
ment-even though Parlianient couli furnish

"'the money requirei-to con.striiet the inter-

meiiate portion witliun less than four or live
" years, and it was very important indeed that
" they shoiuld avail thenselves of ahuiiost con-
" tiiid water navigation betv cen two and
" three hundred miles during that period."

Bv tliat time the Glovernimient had, ap-

parentlyx, abandoiled the route between
Shebandowan and Sturgeon Falls. Fron
Sturgeon Falls, on an arn of Rainy Lake,
whein thie improvements at Fort Francis
anud at the sioals above and below it had
been coipleted, tiere wou lid have been
Water conunication for 1)wards of two
hundred miles to Rat Portage. But in
Mtaîrcli, 1876, that route ial been aban-
doned, and the nertherni localion of the
railway Lad been adopted, cai-rring it
lorti of Lac des Mille Laes, aidi so oit IV
vhat we understanil to be the present

lOcatl ion. That, I believe, rendered it im-
possileto use these water stretches, be-
eau e Lac des Mille Lacs is 400 feet above
the lQvel of ?ainîy Lake, and aboive the
le- of Fort Fra rcis Loek. ()u the 31st

of Marc,1  70, the Pacifie Rlailway was
tbe SIblject of debate iii another- place.

On thiat occasioni thle Pr-imleMistr
slaid .

'The line we have adopt-d now fromt Fort
' illiam will asceid the laiiministiquia Valley

bfor about 20 miles, i rnl numbers. Then
diver-ginig socewhaît slarply to the ri;.ht, and
touching the northî-east cor-n-er of Lac dos

This confir-ms watat I have alreadlv ex-
Plained thtat tle route b)v Sheband>wan
and StIrgeon Falils hal tilen been aban-

Hion. Mr. Mchro

doneld and the northern route had been
adopted, rendering it inpossible, I believe,
to niake any use -whatever of the water
stretches as a conneeting Iink betwveen the
eastern end of tlhe Red River section and
the western end of the Lake Sulerio-
section of the railway. 'i lie lretier
further stated:

" The thirteenth contract was to build 45
miles towaris Lake Shebandowan, it being

"supposed that this w ould be the shortest
" route westward ; but the explora iois nade
" show that it woild have to w end northward,
" and we decided to stop short of it about II-

miles. * * * Fron tbat point
westward the road, passing by Lac des M ille

" Lacs, would become the subject of a new
" contract."

The speech froni which I have just
read extracts was deliveretd on the 3lst
of March, 1876. Parliament was pro-
rogued on the 12th of April. At this
tine, I would reminid the louse thiat the
w-ork at Fort Francis had been susp ended
under iistructions froin the Mimster of
Public Works, fron the 19th Noveimber,
1875, but a week after the prorogation of
Parliainent the works were ordered to be
resmined. Now, J think that is a point on
which we require soie information. There
was nothîing said iii the Houseý of Coi-
mons that I can find on the suilject of the
Fort Francis Lock, or proceedinîg witl
its construction that year. The works
were suspended while Parliîament was
sittin g, and remnaiied suspended until
after the prorogation. On the 18'ýth of
April instructions were giveni by tie Sec-
retary of the Publie Works De1 ai-timent to

Ir. Suthlierland to resume work. I tiirk
the country oiught to know ht thte works
were resuiied then. If I aim at all correct,
it iist la-ve been w-ell kinown to every
gentleman connected withi the Public
Works, that it wvoubtl be utterly limpossi-
ble* to use this lock in conneetion witli
the Caiailianl Pacifie Ia ilway; , ndl if tiat
is the fact w-li was the work resulmel and
proceeded with ? It May lie thiat tihe
Governmeent will be able te show that the
lock will be of public service irrespective
o cf the Canadian Pacifie Railway. I con-
fess I do not think this cai lbshown, but it
is a matter for enuiiiry. It strikes mite as
beiig rather remarkable tlat the work
shouIld have reîmaineId suspendeil froi
NovembLer to April withoit anuthin
being said about it so far ls I can liseo-
Ver,1 and thlen that insitrutions)11 shiold

Lock.


