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were local boards assisted by grants of
public money. Some years ago, in 1862,
an Aot was passed by Congress to estab-
lish & Department of Agriculture, the
duty ot which is to promote the interests
of agriculture by circulating important
information, ocollecting statistics, disuri-
buting seeds and plants, and so on. The
Commissioner had to make annual reports
and direct and control the expenditure of
money voted by Congress for the promo-
tion ofagriculture. He referred to the
last report of the Department, and showed
how extensive was the staff of the Com-
missioner and the value of the work
that it accomplished. We could not yet
expect to do all that they were doing in
this particular in the United Stites. For
Instance, an Act had been passed to grant
ublic lands for the establishment of col-
ges in each State for the education of
the people in agricultural and scientific
subjects. In Canada we should expect
the Minister of Agiculture to
devote henceforth more attention to an
interest which has never yet received the
consideration it should. = Statistics ought
o be collected with the view of inform-
ing mercantile men and the people gen-
erally as to the state of the crops. He
would also have information, at the same
time, gathered in connection with the fish-
eries. He would also establish & sysiem
of gcientific experiments with the view of
showing causes of exhaustion of the soil,
and otherwise educuiting the people as to
the best mode of farming. He was afraid
that unless the systam of agriculture is
changed inCanada and the United States,
the land in many places will be thoroughly
ruined, and the country impoverished in
the course of time. The exodus of popu~
lation from Quebec to a certain extent
might, be traced to this very cause. The
question was well worthy of the atten
tion of philosophers and statesmen,
Whether we could not arrest this impover-
ishment of the soil. The fisheries of this
country had received more c.nsideration
than the agricultural interess at the hands
of the Government. Commerce was as-
sisted by building canals and improving
navigation. Looking at the large num-
r of persons engaged in agriculture, the
capital embarked in its pursuit, and the
Value of agricultural products, it was time
that the Minister of Agrieulture should
turn his attention to the subject. He
Wwould therefore move
. That the importance of the agrioultural
Interests of the Dominion renders it de-
Sirable that such measures should be
adopted as will enable the Minister of
Agrioulture to make the adyancement of
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that great source of national wealth the
leading object of his Department.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT in seconding the
motion, said that there was no doubt that
the Minister of Agriculture should really
get up some return more interesting to
the farming interest than that he annually
issued. He referred to the census of 1861
to show the importance of the agriculturas
interest as compared with other branches
of industry in this country. He urged
the collection and dissemination of such
information as would promote agriculture.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU referred to the
Agricultural development of the Province
of Quebec and showed that it compared
most favourably with other countries.

Hon. Mr LETELUIER DE ST. JUST
quite agreed as to the importance of the
question, byt it was a mistake to say that
there was an inferior system of agricul-
ture or an inferior soil in Quebec.

Hon. Mr. WARK explained that he said
that 1t was not improbable that many
families had been forced to leave parts of
Quebec as well as the New England States
on account of the soil having been ex-
hausted by an injudicious system of agri~
culture.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
was glad to hear the explanation, and went
on to say that the motion was not suffi-
ciently explicit and appeared to reflect on
the Minister of Agriculture. He thought
the resolution should be more specific, and
define what duties should be undertaken
by the Department.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he
agreed with his hon. friend opposite that
no practical object could be effected by
the passage of the motion. He supposed
that the honourable gentleman had
attained his object by drawing the atten
tion of the House and country to a very
important question, and would not press
his resolution which could at present
have no practical effect, and seemed to
reflect somewhat on the Department. !

Hon. Mr. WARK only wished to strengh-
en the ; hands of the present Minister of
Agriculture, who, he believed trom what
he heard, would endeavor to make the
Department beneficial to the Agricultural
interests of the Dominion. He consented
to withdraw his resolution,

TEA AND COFFEE DUTIES.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the ses
cond reading of the bill to repeal the du-
ties of customs on I'eas and Coffees.

Hon. Mr. RYAN said that he had seen
it stated that the United States Govern-
ment in taking of the duty from tea had

Interests.



