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1 raise these areas in which change in Senate powers, new
powers, coulci be introduceci andi provide a worthwhile andi
valuable role, a necessary countervailing power granting condi-
tions at the end of the century to an executive power that many
feel lias become presidential andi therefore without the checks
and balances however applieci to presidential power in the
Unitedi States and some other countries.

How would wo change the Sonate? Granted there are the
difficulties of amending it and expecting that we are not going to
have a fondamental act of constituent power that usually occurs
only after revolutions or great military victories in other coun-
tries. Certainly some changes could be macle by convention, by
customn.

The Governinent of Alberta proceeded to eleet somebody
whom it designated as a candidate for appointinent to the
Senate. In one case the Prime Minister of Canada accepted that
advice and appointeci the person s0 elected. If that were fol-
lowcd il could croate a general practico.

More interestingly, the Mulroney goverinent, after the fail-
tire of tiie Mecci Lake accord, proceeded to naine four Quebec
senators following the procedures outlined in the Meecli Lake
accord of consultation with the provincial attorney genoral and
premier. Sone would say that those are botter Quebec sonators
tian the usual type of nomination; intoresting persons in any
case.

1 commend t0 members, in voting on this measure which hi
my full support, that we keep in minci an agenda for constitutiol
ai change involving the upper house; that we keep in minci th
the constitution is not simply an issue of the place of one or moi
provinces in Confederation, renewed or otherwise, but that the,
are larger issues involving the relationship between the citizE
andi the state; thnt we keep in mind that there are bet
functioning andi more modern institutions tint correspond mo;
exactly to the main trendis in democratic consîtutionalism. Th
sort of change would do mucli to restore public confidence in 01
parliamentary institutions andi in the people wio serve theff]

On Uiis basis 1 arn happy to support Uic motion as introduce

[Troewlation]

Mr. Jean-Guy Chrétien (Frontenac): Mr. Speaker,
tened very carefully 10 what was said by Uic hon. memb
Vancouver Quadra, and I would appreciate his comments,
Legisiative Counicil of what was then known as the Logis
Assembly in Quebec City. Iu 1967, Premier Daniel JO
senior abolisheci Uic Legisiative Council. Weil, you knoi
these Uiings work. There was the usual wheeling and de
and finally the counicillors agreec to be voted out of exis
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I would also luke to recaîl for the benefit of the hon,
and this is another point, thiat 1 used to live in one
so-called protected ridings in Quebec.

An bon. member: Protocted under thc Constitutic

under Uic (
ut 6,000 vott
stmount. Thg
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1 themseîves out of a job.
acceptable arrangements wi

a wOGay 11n I~Y#, ana soon in uw, W
wtan 1 mentio the Senate in Fronte

w'i!l not repest everything tbey said
nate vezy seriously.
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