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Wellington Street than it is to build another barbour
facility to promote tourism in this country.

The governnent bas ail its priorities wrong. lIàlking
about developing tourisma and small business, this gov-
ernment bas talked ixcessantiy about high interest rates
and bas always taiked about the previous govemnment. Lt
blames everything on the previous government, but it
wil run out of those stories one of these days. Lt is
beginnmng to sound lilce a worn record.

Just to put the record straigbt once again, 1 want to
state very clearly that wben this government took power
in September 1984, interest rates in this country stood at
exactly 13 per cent. Today, they stand at 14.25 per cent,
the largest real interest rate that we have had in this
country for years.

The development and environniental protection of
tourist sites is very important. Environment itself is
another area where we wili have to prepare for Tourism
2000. We will have to protect the natural sites so they are
not damaged by tourism.

The environment and the protection of our tourist
sites is goixg to be very important. Environnient is gomg
to be a big issue in the 1990s. We hope it is. We do flot
know what this govemnment is going to do, but we bear
ail kinds of rumours.

I see my bon. friend over here who bas done a lot of
work on the environment. He bas beld conferences and
bas contributed greatiy. I arn sure that if the goverament
would oniy ask him what to do, he could give some very
good advice.

The government must pay more attention to the
environmental issues of this country. Lt must pay more
attention to tourism and less attention to the silly things
that it considers to be important. Lt must manage the
finances of this country in such a way that Canadians are
goixg to have sometbing to look up to, instead of levying
31 tax increases and another massive tax increase pend-
ixg with tbe GSI as of January 1 of next year, if this goes
on-

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Champagne): We will bave
to interrupt the bon. member. He may want to conclude
bis remarks after Question Period.

[Translation]

Lt beixg one o'clock, I do now leave the Chair until two
o'clock this afternoon.

At 1 p.m. the House took recess.

S. 0.31

AFThR RECESS

The Huse resumed at 2 p.m.

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S. 0. 31

[English]

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mrs. Christine Stewart (Northumberland): Mr. Speak-
er, I wouid like to take this opportunity to recognize the
presence in our country of Reverend Lazlo Tokes. Mr.
Tokes, an ethnie Hungarian Romanian clergyman, is
credited with having sparked the downfall of the Ceau-
sescu regirne in Romania last December by bis defiant
stand agamnst rutbless persecution.

We Canadians have followed the events in Romania
and have been hopeful that the dramatic changes wouid
have brought about new freedom, hope for justice and
peace to the region. 'Me hope persists, but unfortunateiy
we have seen increased persecution of the Hungarian
minority in Romania. Lt is witb great sadness and concern
that yesterday we watched the clashes between some
Romanians and the Hungarian minority, leaving at ieast
six dead and about 300 mnjured. Sucb violence threatens
tbe growth of democracy.

I arn concerned that while Romania bas fmnaiiy
achieved freedom from an inhumane dictator and bas set
up a provisional government, a truiy free and democratic
society cannot be acbieved witbout support for human
rights. The international comnlunity must beip to pro-
tect the rights of the Hungarians and ail citizens in
Romania, and I oeil upon the Canadian goverfiment and
parliamentarians to use their influence in ail ways.

Officiai Canadian election observers bave been re-
quested by both the Romanian and Hungarian govern-
ments for the May elections in Romania. 1 further oeil on
our govemment to consider Canadian food aid to Roma-
nia. Our wisb and goal is to see Romnania accept a clear
and consistent standard of human rights, protection of
minority rights, and democracy. Only then wili a truly
free and just society be acbieved.
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