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Adjournmen t Motion

respect to whjch there are now voluntary contrais, and of
other commodities whjch we can produce and control,
such as steel, lumber, iron, copper, nickel and s0 on. We
could affectively contrai such commodities. That would
halp the producers of this country who are f armers as well
as consurners. The governrnent ought ta do these things
because they would help farmers and consumers as well.

I rernind the parliamentary secretary that, today, the
farrner and the agricultural comrnunity are the backbone
of aur economy. If things go wall for the farmer, the
chances are that they will go well for many others in aur
saciaty as well. In the future, I think we shall tind that
there will be shartages particularly in two fields, energy
and food. There will be a real future in agriculture for the
farmers of Canada if only we give the farmers a chance,
give thern sarne opportunities. There will ha a snowball
effect if the farmer has that opportunity; bacausa, in the
processing and growing of food and in the developmierit ot
expert markets, there is a tremendous growth potential.

We rnight begin by expanding the powers of the Food
Prices Review Board and giving it power ta look at farm
input costs, particularly in cases where farrn input costs
are excessively high. It should also look into such areas as
lumber, energy, iran, steel, f arrn rnachinery, and t arrn
rnachinery parts and repairs. In saying this I arn reflecting
the views, certainly, ot the rural parts of the Prairies. I
urge the minister rnost seriously ta look at the ideas put
forward, as they may contain, possibly, solutions for
making aur country a better place in which ta live.

Mr. Mark MacGuigan (Parliarnentary Secretary to
Minister of Manpower and Inrmigration): Mr. Speaker,
when the hon. member posed bis question ta the Minister
of Agriculture (Mr. Whelan) on June 12 of this year, he
will recail that the minister expressed confidence that the
Food Prices Review Board wauld be looking inta f arr
input prices.

In its first quarterly repart, published on September 26
of this year, the board did in tact devote a section of the
third chapter ta this very question of f armers' costs and
prices. The hon. member rnay have noted in the report that
a considerable portion of the increase in the annual rate of
change in farrn input price indices for the first six rnonths
of 1973, over the sarne period in the previaus year, I would
refer ta bon. membar ta table 5, page 17 of the report, was
attributable ta trade in farm produca between one farmer
and another. The highest increases were noted in the rate
of change for feed prices, at 34.1 per cent; for seed prices,
at 31.6 per cent; and in feeder cattla prices, wbich changed
by 25.9 par cent. These increased prices were raflected in
increases in f armers' incarnes and generally indicated a
rather buayant situation in the farrn econamy.

The bon. rnarber for Yorkton-Melville (Mr. Nystrarn)
suggested that we ought ta impose controls aver certain
cornrndities. He rnentioned energy, steel, lurnber, iran,
copper, nickel and sa an. I draw the hon. rnerber's atten-
tion ta the fact that, for example, the comparative increase
in the price of farrn rachinery was only 2.4 per cent, and
of petroleurn products, only 2.7 per cent. I therefore fail ta
see any connectian between the point be tried ta make and
the factual situation.

[Mr. Nystrom.]

While it is true that the tarmer bas had ta bear higher
prices for non-f arrn commadities, including f arrn building
replacernents and repairs, together with sorna increase in
labour casts, and I would refer the hon. membar again ta
table 5, farmers' returns an an average basis were wall
aboya tarrn input prices during the f irst hait of 1973, as
shawn by chart 4, page 19 of the repart, and they have
continued ta be Sa.

The second quarterly report of the Food Prices Review
Board is expected sbortly. I believe the board has also
stated betore the standing cammittea that it is doing a
study on f eed gains, and these additional reports rnay
turther alucidate the problern.

* (2220)

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE POSSIBILITY 0F
CHARGING EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES EMPLOYMENT

RATED PREMIUMS

Mr. Don Blenkarn (Mississauga): Mr. Speaker, tonigbt
I want ta refer ta questions I directed ta the Minister of
Manpawer and Immigration (Mr. Andras), as racorded at
page 8565 of Hansard. I want ta f irst talk about the
question of topping up wages, as set out in rny supplernen-
tary question. Unfortunately, industry, business and
labour have ta some extent gat ta know bow ta play the
garne with unernpioymant insurance. That is probably
because of the rules. Wben yau make rules or laws, people
learn bow ta use thern.

In the construction industry, there is a cormaon practice
of arnployees winding up a work weak that is alrnost
referabla ta the hours of dayligbt. As the season pro-
gresses, there ara shorter and shorter work weeks. Indeed,
thraughout the f ail there are periods of rain periods
where it is impossible ta do anything. It has becorne a
practice ta use holiday pay ta, in effect, top up wages by
paying holidays for ana or two days a weak. The effect is
that wban an emnployee is eventually laid off because of
the inclernancy of the weather, ha has had bis bolidays.
When ha applias for unemployrnent insuranca, aftar the
twa week waiting pariod ha is able ta irnrediately dlaim
unernployrnant insurance bacause the wagas have bean
toppad up at tha maximum rate. In effact, ha and his
employer have usad the systarn. Usually this is sorneone
who doas fairly bigbly specialized work. Bacausa ha is
frarn an area where there is nat likely ta ba part-tirne
employrnent for hirn, ha is able ta draw unernployrnent
insurance for the bulk of the atf-saason pariod, and that is
not just winter.

I will refer ta the construction industry, logging indus-
try, the auto industry, the Great Lakas sbipping industry,
the farrning industry and ta some axtent the board of
education in terms of secretarial help for schools. Industry
bas bean able ta use the fond ta kaap its amployaes
groupad tagethar during the slack pariod or affsaason.
Tbay have quita a rnetbod of doing things. 1 raceivad a
latter today trorn Hutt Fenca Lirnitad, wbich is in the
tance construction business. It statas that their ernployeas
are concarnad. Tlhey want ta bave their holiday pay. Thay
want it blandad in with their ragular payrnant s0 that
wban they apply for unamploymant insuranca, they will
gat it irnrndiately atter the two-waek waiting period.
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