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speakers. However, if the bion. member for
Leeds wishes to speak for only a few more
minutes 1 will witbdraw my objection.

Mr. Depu±y Speaker: The hon. member for
Leeds.

Mr. Malheson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
May I put this on the record as a matter 0f
interest. I discovered this extract on reading
Robert Bickerdike's diary:

A warrant was sworn out today by Edith Grims-
dale, wife of Arthur Ellis, Dominion hangman. who
charges that Ellia committed an aggravated assault
upon her by strangling and striking her upon the
face. Ells was also charged in the warrant with
threatening to shoot hier.

That report was contained in the Montreal
Herald of July 13, 1922.

Another hangman, one Radcliffe, served as
Dominion executioner for 21 years, officiating
at 132 bangings. At last bis nerves gave way
and he became a person wbo was a menace
to bimself, bis farnily and society.

According to sorne of the material whîch
bas recently been examined we find that the
state o! Delaware abolished the death penalty
and on December 28, 1961, ten days after
restoration of the deatb penalty, Detective
Sergeant William J. Mulrine, white and 49
years of age, killed bis wife witb a single
revolver shot. He was immediately charged
with first degree murder. Detective Muirine
bad bad 20 years service in the police force,
and in a discussion with a prominent local
minister a f ew weeks before the murder had
expounded at great length bis reasons for
favouring restoration of the death penalty. It
was, he said, a real deterrent and rnurderers
ought to be punisbed. He said that rnany
members of the police force believed as he
did, and he became tbe first candidate for
banging in that state. I think that substanti-
ates precisely the conclusions of the rigbt
hon, gentleman and I must say I completely
endorse bis conclusion that capital punish-
ment is no real deterrent.

Mr. Monteilh: Would the hon. gentleman
permit a question? Would be not agree that
tbe change in 1961, which made it obligatory
for the presiding judge to ask the jury
whetber or not they wished to recomrnend
mercy, puts in somewhat different light the
figures wbich he put on the record earlier i
bis speech?

Mr. Matheson: I think it alters the ques-
tion, and for the better. I quite agree with
the point my hon. friend makes.
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Mr. Stanley Knowles (Winnipeg North

Centre): Mr. Speaker, 1 arn sure that the hon.
member who has just taken bis seat wiil
forgive me if instead of commenting on bis
speech I say a word or two about the speech
which was made just before he took the floor.

As hon. members are aware, I have had
frequent occasion to disagree with the right
hon. Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Diefen-
baker). I have had occasion to speak criticaily
of some of the tbings hie bas done. But I
should lîke to give bim my wholehearted
commendation on the speech that he made in
this House of Commons today. The Leader of
the Opposition bas dernonstrated leadership
which I hope wiil bave its effect in ail parts
of this bouse.

His clear statement that he is for the
abolition of capital punishment is one that 1
believe the country will welcome. I also wel-
corne his statement that if we are going to
abolish capital punishrnent we should do so,
and should not make for any exceptions. At
the saine time, I think there is merit to his
suggestion that if there are some members who
feel uncertain about taking this step as yet, it
might be in order for the bouse to consider,
perbaps on a unanimous basis, the provision
that the abolition be for a five-year or ten-
year trial period. In any case, Mr. Speaker, I
welcome the speech made by the Leader of
the Opposition and I hope it will be studied
very carefully during the remaining bours of
this debate.

I have had the feeling througbout this
debate, Mr. Speaker, that in one sense it has
been wrongly described. It bas been referred
to in the house and in the press as a debate
on the abolition of capital punishment. It
seems to me that the very opposite is the
case. At the present time no hangings are
taking place in this country. On a de facto
basis capital punishment has been done away
with. The previous government, the govern-
ment under the direction of the present
Leader of the Opposition, found itself, if I
may put it in this way, commuting as many
death sentences as it could, witb the resuit
that the nurnber of bangings taking place
during its term of office was greatly de-
creased.

Mr. Vincent: What is the position now?
There are none.

Mr. ICnowles: Since tbat time the goverrn-
ment wbicb carne into office in 1963 bas
comrnuted or deferred decision on ail death
sentences. The resuit is that we have not had
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