
('ouodîorî Coiicïcial Corporation Act

be added. bccause section 4 states that the cor-
poration is established for the following
purposes:

(a) ta assist in the development of trade be-
tween Canada and other nations, and

(b) to assist persons in Canada
(i) to obtain goods and eonîmoclîties f'rom

outside Canada: and
(ii) to dispose of goods and coinmodities that

are available for expert fromn Canada.

As far as powers are concerned, they in no
way comprise witbin their ambit the powers
asked. There is a subsection regarding direc-
tions which reads; as follows:

(2) The corporation shall coniply with any
general or special direction given by the gar-ernor in ceuncil or the minister with reference
ie carrying out its purposes.

I suggest to the minister first that until
section 4. dealing with purposes, is amended,
section 17 bas no application whatever to this
partirular act; for certainly none of the pur-
poses set out in section 17 have to do witb the
development of trade between Canada and
other nations, or with the assisting of persons
in Canada t.o obtain goods and commodities
from out.side Canada or to dispose of goods
and commodities that are available for export
from Canada.

Mr. ABBOTT: That power is vestcd in the
nmmcter.

Mr. CLAXTON: May I clear up that point?
Perbaps I did nlot make myseif clear, because
I was not expecting this debate ta corne on at
ibis time; I was actually before the Newfound-
land conference. My recollection is that the
powers witb regard ta, purchasing and the like
for the defence department, which were exer-
(ised by' the Minister of Reconstruction and
Supply, ivere transferred by order in couneil
undr the Transfer of Duties Act-which was
put belore parliament and deait with in a
t>ieviiins debate-to the Minister of Trade and
Commerce; and he bas used the facilities, the
emtulo 'vccs. of the corporation ta do this job as
lîîs agent. It bas not involved anv activities

aa corýporation. It bias been carried on in
that way.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: Well, Mr. Speaker,
if it lias been carried on in that way, it bias
bern carried on unlawfully.

Mr. CLAXTON: No.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: Because the corpora-
tion can only receive a general or special direc-
tion from the governor in council or the
mîinister witb referenýce ta the carrying out of
its purposes. ta quote section 4, subsection
(2). This procedure indicates once more, air,
what wc have so often said, namely, that
thîîs governmeîît stili bas the p ower complex

which it had during the days of tbe war and
tbe tendency by ord-er in council ta do things
wbîcb are cantrary ta the law.

Mr. CLAXTON: It could bave heen left
witb reconstruction and supply.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: My hon. friend is
naw wanting ta make a third speech. I
al]owed him ta make a second one. But 1
suggest that section 4 be submitted ta the
law officers, and 1 bave no doubt what thc
opinion of the law officers iih be. Tbey wil
say it will bave ta be amended if tbe presenit
ameadment is ta be accepted by tbis bouse.

There is anc other inatter wit.b wbicb I
wisb ta deal, and it was deait with generally
by the bion. memiber for Canleton (Mr.
Boucher); I refer ta tbe resuit whicb wihl
follow sbould this power be granted as
requested by tbe minister. Section 6 of tbe
Canadian Commercial Corporation Act sets
aut as foIlows:

(1) The corporation niay, notwithistanding the
Civil Ser-vice Act or any otiier statîîte or taw,
emupl oy suchi officers or servants as it drenî'î
neqcessary ta carry out this set aîîd inay deter-
mine thieir conditions of eniploymin and their
reniuneration w hirh stîatt be paid I.y the cor-
pora tion.

('2) The corporation lias. under t1ie mniristcr,
the cotîtrol and superi(sien of the efficors and
servants emnpto> d under this art.

I suggest tbat ta make such a provision as
this, using the corporation for ptirposes which
wer nevei anticipated, is jList aiiuihc- îieaîîs
on the part of this gavernment to circumvent
the civil service commission. Tbat bas been
gaing an. The minister pointed ont tbc redue-
tiens in staff, of the Department af National
Defence during the past two years. With
the end of the war there would naturnlly be a
reduction in staff. H1e ascribes that reduction,
however, nat ta tbe endling af the war but ta
direct action on the part of bis departmnent.
Actually there is direct action on the part
of (bis gavcrnr-nent, ta get around the opera-
tian of the civil service commission. The
minister speaks af reduction in staff. I wisb to
point out that during the past two years--
between May 9, 1945 and April 30, 1947-
72,500 bave been appointed ta civil service
positions in this country, outside of crown
corporations, a large number of tbese being
replacements.

Mr. ABBOTT: Has the lion. merriber the
figures as ta how many have lef t the service?

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: Yes, tbe figuies are
here.

Mi.ABBOTT: What are tbey?

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: Tbey give tbc pic-
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