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Pence River Railway Outiet

railwav requirernent for the Peace River
coun'try is important, because those supporting
it desire a transportation outiet to the Pacifie
coast, and hax-ing in mind the development of
northern Alberta and northern Saskatchewan
during the ]ast few years, I believe the im-
poitance of that ourlet is assumning a value
in a national way that it luis flot assumed
previously.

I 1istcn.ed to the hon. members who have
taken part in this discussion, and I also
listelicd to the review of the situation by the
Mini..ter of Railways (Mr. Manion). If I
understood him correctly bis policy is one
of doing nothing for the present ýtirne, and
he prescntcd a very vague hiope of action in
the davs to corne. I do flot know when some-
thing will be donc with regard to an outlet
froni the Pence River district, but I should
like oa prescrit very briefly the viewpoint of
the people living in northwestern Saskatche-
%van who desire some line of communication
into that great coun'try. North Battleford,
Prince Albert and Edmonton look upon thern-
selves as gateways to that arca, and any
question that concerfis the development of
the trainýporta:tion facilities of the Peace River
countrv certainly coneerns the future of those
three cities and of the increasing population
in thc great area northwestward to the Pacifie
occan.

In that regard I 7hould like to direct the
attention of the Ministes' of Raihvays and
the Prime Minister (M.Bennett) to the
pledgc givcn by the Conservative party in
1930 when they appcaled to the people of
Canada, and I wvant ta know why their trans-
portation policy has not been carried out. I
lshould like to read pledge No. 5 in their
platform as it was presented to the people
some three years ago:

We pledge ourselves ta the improvement of
the whole scheme of Canadian transportation
iorthward by the completion of the Hudson
Bey route. and the construction of such branches

asmay be necessary ta render it Most readily
ale ta every part of Canada; t h

Pacifie sloýpe by a Peace river outiet, and cast
and west by the developmcent of the St.
Lawrence waterways, and wc pledge aurselves
ta aid existing traffic channels, and to inerease
port facilities on the great lakes, Hudson bay
and the Atiantie and Pacifie oceans, and ta the
establishmrent of a najtional highway systcm.

That is the pledge, definite and clear as
cr3'sta]. made by the Conservative party three
ycars ago, and I should like to know where
thcy stand Io-day wvith regard to it.

Mr. MANION: Has my hon. friend beard
of the pledge made by bis own leader in 1924?

Mr. McINTOSH: I rnay deal witb that a
littie lnter; I arn dealing with your pledge
now. If I did deal with the other pledge it

would not save the Minister of Railways at
ail. Neyer mind the other fellow; get down
ta business yourself and do something. The
question is what tbe Prime Minister and the
Minister of Railways are going to do about it.

I should like ta corne now to AL phase of tbe
question -,hich concernis, dirct]y, the develop-
ment of northwestern Saskatchewan. In the
nortbern part of my riding we have the re-
mains of a railway wbich was projected by
the Liberal governiment in 1930, and sanc-
tioned by this bouse, and whicb sbould have
been finished in 1932. That railway bas been
practicaîly scrapped by the presenit govcrn-
ment. I refer ta the line running froin St.
Walburg acrass the Beaver river. Wc bave
srxty-nine miles of a grade for whicb this
country has paid and wbicba is crusnbling ta
pieces. For the last tbree years practically
nothing has been donce; not a mile of steel
bas been laid. That line passes thraugb a
country containing thousands of people wbo
came from southern Alberta, southcrn Mani-
toba and southern Saskatchewan; tbey are
farmners who are really farming, and last year
there wvas at leat 150,000 bushels of grain
produced in that district, yet nathing bas
been done ta finish that line. The tics are
there, rotting; the grade is there, and as we
have said it is falling ta pieces. I maintain
that this is anc of the greatcst pieces of rail-
road bung]ing perpetrated by this gavernmcnt.
Thesie people are left high and dry without
railroad facilities. The argument cannot be
advaneed that the line would not pay; every
mile of line in northwestern Saskatchewan
%vill pay, and itherefore I sny something should
be donc immcdiately with regard ta that
road.

The grade from St. Walburg runs througb
a fine mixed farrning area. It goca from St.
Walbuirg ta Red Cross; fram Red Cross ta
Loon Lake; from Loon Lake it crasses the
Beaver river ta, Plat Valley and frra Plat
Valley ta, Goodsoil. Befare ut reaches Good-
soil it crasses the Beaver river and runs
northwcst towards the Pacific ocean. This
ought ta be a very good time ta bave some-
thing donc, wbilc labour is cbeap. The grade
is -there and the tics arc lying beside the
grade. Ail that we should bave ta do would
be ta purohase sccondhand steel and lay it
on that road; but even with this slight cast
nothing bas heen donc and thousands of
farmers as well as hundreds of business men
are without railway service into that country,
natwithstanding the fact that they went there
threc or four years aga with the distinct
promise of railway transportation for the
purpose of bringing about the agricultural and


