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These buildinge have not been distributed tons on the Government benches, that thk
without regard to the colour of the cou-policy should fot be endorsed or supported
stituency In which they were located. I by the people's representatives ln this fouse.
believe that It ,devolves upon us as a duty T.for <'ne amnot prepared to swallow the
to carry out the will of the House expressed principles or ny words which I uttered il
in that resolution by, as far as possible, Opposition to the Governrent of the day
equalizing the distribution of the publie at that tire, in spendlng public money in
buildings within the limits expressed ln that i is way; and although 1 am a warnisupy
resolution Itself. It Is a veryé great question pcrter of the present Government, Stil1Iam
whether it is the best economy in one case Pot prepared to go the length of saying that
or another to have a public building rather I shah support everything they do, even
than a rented one. My own opinion Is that, though they do things whih are contrary
ln a great many places, a publie building- to the well-understood principles and prae-
it does not necessarily involve a caretaker tices of the Liberal party. That is the posi-
and so on, as my hon. friend from East ticn that I take ln regard to this matter.
-Grey sald It did-may be a more economical I say that there is io justification whatever,
arrangement and more favourable to the there eau be no justification. for the expendi-
publie interest. It is always easier to make ture of public money lu erecting these post
a building convenient for the publie wnen offices in small villages or towns. even
it has been built with a special view to thougl they may be shire towns, as nen-
accommodate the public. It Is not always tioned in these Estimates. 1 say that ln the
easy to rent a building that affords this province of Ontario there Is fot a riding
convenience. And I believe there Is jtist where we caunot pick out three, or four.
as apt to be jobbery In the way of renting or five, sometimes ten or a dozen, towns
a building from political friends as in put- which are just as important and far more
ting up a publie building when it is required. important than the towns which are men-
With all these considerations ln view, with tioned iu this resolution. Therefore, I am
the broad fact before us that half the coun- bound to support the resolution moved by
try has been defaulted of its necessary pub- the hon. member for North Wellington.
lie buildings, notwithstanding the resolutionM h regard to this ques-
of this House, by these gentlemen who have
lately left office, I am not at all prepared tion 1 have merely to say that I sympathize
to take the stand - that we should be ex- very strongly witb the views that have been
tremely critical ln regard to the matter of <xpressed by the hon. gentleman (Mr.
the construction of public buildings by the Somerville) who has Just taken bis seat. If
present Government. If I did, in one or there was one subject upon which I felt
two cases, question their judgment ln re- strongly in the old days when our friends
gard to this matter, I should hesitate a long on the Oosition benches were bringing
time before I declared want of confidence fcrward alrost, every session, votes for
In the Government or did anything to weak- public buildings in many Instances lu very
en their position by supporting a motion of both bypact aud by wor I haestougd
this kind. I should give them the benefit

of~~~~~~~~~~ nyoutteerabelmymda pposed Vie grantlng of surns for erectin-gof any doubt there may be in my mind as
to the wisdom of the decision, and shouldpublie buildings in comparatively smahl
as I intend to do If this motion should come places. I rerember partieularly the case
to a division, vote aghinst any motion which of a publie building at a place called Lapral-
implies want of confidence n ther honesty the that part o the country where
of intention, or lu the soundness of their o! whca as olytfo ofie revdree
judgment.o he a nyfu rfv udeJudgent.dollars. I felt it was au abuse which could

Mr. SOMERVILLE. I just wish to say ln no way be defended; and 1 remember
that l do not support the motion which has raising my voice against the appropriation.
been made by the hon. member for North i now because our oppouents d'd wrong
Wellington (Mr. MeMullen) on aceount of any in the past lu these matters, I consider Is
approlbation that I may receive from my hon. no reuon why wa should follow theIr ex-
friends on the other side of the House, as ample;iudeed I think we are bouud to
bas been promised by 4the hon. imember for take a better course, not only lu regard to
East York (Mr. Maclean). I think every mem- this matter, but lu regard to a great many
ber of this House ought to have sufficient others. The vote in this particular case ls
Independence to vote for the saie principles for erecting a public building lu what we
when he is supporting a Government as lie would callu the province o! Quebec, a
did when he was in Opposition ; and if my village, or a small town, and wbere It bas
<ourse does not meet with the approbation nùt been shown by any words uttered by
cf the Government, I cannot help it. 1 sat the Finance MinIster or by those who have
en the other side of the House for fourteen followed hlm lu support of thls course, that
sessions ln Opposition, and every time the5.' a public building Is ueeded. I believe with
votes came up for post offices ln all parts of the hon. member for Grey (Mr. Sproule)
the Dominion. It was the unanimous opinion that the erectIon of a public building will
of the Liberal party, led on by its leaders. be followed by other outlays; lu alrost
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